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The south living room wall has a ribbon of two sets of paired casements at a raised height. Currently, a
hanging curtain held by several hooks in a box beam partitions the lengthy living room to allow for a 4th demised area
on the south side; this is fully reversible. At the southeast end of the living room is an angled opening into a
step-down room, currently a bedroom but likely a library or study a century ago. An angled, quarter-sawn oak wide
stair tread accomplishes bringing one down into the lower-level room. The unusual angles of this room further
suggest that this room may have originally been a porch that was later enclosed. A bead-board backed bookcase and
molding in consistent style with the rest of the living room suggest that if this was a modification, then it was likely
done shortly after the house was built. The ceiling beams continue across the entire width of the house into this
section of the living room as well. Overall the living room is remarkably intact after 114 years, especially as the home
has been a rental for many years.
The living room flows into the dining room which is directly to the west. The public rooms feature
possibly original oak floors, which extend into the dining room. The west wall partitioning the living room from the
dining room is a half-height wall framed by a vertical boxed beam at either end, and a horizontal boxed beam running
north/south at the ceiling over the dining room entry. The west wall opens to a hallway via an original door frame,
which supported a swinging paneled door adjacent to a built-in china cabinet/buffet (no longer extant) and framed by
a matching door on the north end of the house, leading from the dining room into a butler’s pantry. Upper, half-beams
finish the ends of the colonnade.
The wall once containing the china cabinet/buffet has itself been removed, to open the dining room into the
kitchen, allowing for an open floor plan. The kitchen has been substantially modified, likely having had walls removed
that would have formed a separate butler’s pantry with built-in cabinetry. A wall that would have separated the kitchen
from a service porch/mudroom has also been removed and the room has been modified into a laundry room with
sliding glass windows and a west exit door to the west lawn. Returning to the entry from the south kitchen to the
east/west hallway, one turns west and progresses to the maid’s room at the west end. The smallest of the home’s
three bedrooms, it has carpeted floors and original molding around the window. From the maid’s room, into the
hallway, one directly enters the southwest bedroom. Original molding is extant for signature paired casements at the
center of the south wall and the north end of the west wall, but the windows have been replaced with modern
windows. Baseboard traverses the bedroom.
Returning to the hallway and turning east, one next enters the original bathroom. This room has also been
substantially altered, including a dividing wall that modifies the floorplan to include a half bathroom servicing the
largest of the bedrooms. No original features remain in either of the bathrooms. From the hallway one goes eastward
to enter the largest of the bedrooms. The south wall has a pair of windows, which would have also been paired
casements in the signature Webster-style.
Despite substantial interior modifications, the exterior of the house, along with the main front rooms, still
appear much as they would have 114 years ago, which is rare for a home that has been used as a rental. Overall the
house has remarkable integrity, with almost all exterior architectural features remaining and in good condition. The
interior floorplan also remains largely as it was built, with window and door molding, and original hardwood floors
intact in the main common spaces, especially in the living room, which features many original features including the
ceiling beams. Restoration to its original state would be relatively easy given that 2915 S. Budlong, with whom this
home shares numerous design features, can serve as a model, in particular for replicating the distinctive
Webster-style windows.
Importantly, as this house is associated with significant historic persons (Grant Delbert Venerable and Grant
Delbert Venerable II), the house retains enough integrity to convey their respective stories. They would recognize it if
they drove by or walked inside, and have several times since leaving around 1970. Residing just three homes south
of the Adams-Normandie HPOZ border, this historic home has no protection whatsoever.

Written with contributions from Anna Marie Brooks HCM nomination of 2915 S Budlong Ave.

B. Statement of Significance
We believe the Grant D. Venerable Family Residence, a Rustic Craftsman bungalow located at 2921 S. Budlong
Ave., qualifies as a Historic-Cultural Monument under all Criteria:
1. The Grant D. Venerable Family Residence is identified with important events of national, state,
or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social
history of the nation, state, city or community. The Venerable family itself broke some of the
barriers that faced (and continue to face) African Americans in the sciences; the family is also
associated with Great Migration. Importantly, the family owned & managed a hotel listed in the
Green Book and played a role in the “Sugar Hill” lawsuits that helped end restrictive covenants
and break the color line in Los Angeles’s residential neighborhoods.
2. The property is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state,
city, or local history. Grant Delbert Venerable and his son, Grant Delbert Venerable II, who both
broke barriers for African Americans in academia and the fields of science and engineering.
Grant Delbert Venerable Sr. was the first African American graduate of Caltech, the California
Institute of Technology, and in recognition, the university recently renamed one of its campus
buildings for him.
3. The property also embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of
construction; or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose
individual genius influenced his or her age. This Rustic Craftsman was designed by Neal Dow
Barker and George James Webster, and although it has some (reversible) alterations, it retains
the distinctive architectural characteristics they are recognized for.
This nomination is in recognition of the rich and diverse cultural history of South Los Angeles, and in
particular Historic West Adams, where peoples of many cultures have settled and prospered from other parts of the
United States and around the world. The family of Grant Delbert Venerable (1904-1986) were esteemed academics
and entrepreneurs, widely respected in the church and educational systems. They broke barriers for African
Americans in academia, especially in the fields of science and engineering, as well as civil rights and housing
discrimination. Grant Delbert Venerable made history in 1932 as the first graduate of African descent at the California
Institute of Technology, and went on to lead a storied and successful career across several different fields.
Venerable’s son and namesake, Grant D. Venerable II (1942- ), grew up at 2921 S. Budlong Ave. and was, like his
father, a pioneering trailblazer in his respective fields of science, education and the arts.
The Venerable family history is representative of one of several waves of migration known as The Great
Migration West of Black families at the turn of the 20th century, a major theme in African American history. Grant
Venerable’s wife’s family, the Scotts, were part of a group of African Americans known as "Children of the Exodus” or
"Exodusters" who embarked on one of the largest single migrations in American history to escape Jim Crow laws in
Deep South states like Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi and Arkansas. The Exodusters migrated en masse to
Kansas, which was rumored was to become a “Black state,” to be given over to former slaves and their children.
When Kansas did not become such a place, another migration pattern was triggered westward. Many headed for
California, while others settled in Montana, including Grant Venerable’s aunt, at whose goldmine he worked after
graduating college. Venerable’s grandfather, Robert James Venable (later changed to “Venerable”) was born into
slavery in Shelby County Kentucky. When slavery was abolished, he became a barber and an African Methodist
Episcopal (AME) preacher. The Venerable family remained active in the AME faith, attending Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal Church, where Venerable’s uncle-in-law Thomas Lesley Scott, served as pastor.
The Venerable family were representative of the burgeoning Black middle class, which prospered in the
West Adams neighborhood in the 20th century. They were active in the social clubs of the era, which offered support
against barriers of class, gender and race. Venerable’s family, and later Grant Venerable himself, were key in
breaking down barriers to access housing by operating hotels in a time when Blacks were not allowed to stay in
White-owned hotels. Venerable’s own hotel in Downtown Los Angeles, The McAlpin, appeared in multiple editions of

the Green Book. In addition, the Venerable family (albeit not Grant himself) played a primary role in a challenge to
racist housing covenants in the courts, paving the way for a nationwide historic civil rights victory.
Grant Venerable’s impact as a notable personage in Los Angeles and West Adams is noted in multiple
sources, and his legacy endures to this day. The proposed monument would be named the Grant D. Venerable
Family Residence House in his honor.
2921 S. Budlong Ave. was the family residence of Grant Delbert Venerable and Thelma Scott Venerable and
their three children from 1946 to 1970. Grant Delbert Venerable earned a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering in
1932, becoming Caltech’s first Black graduate.
THE LIFE OF GRANT D. VENERABLE
Venerable was born in Kansas City Missouri, on July 10, 1904 and was of African, Cherokee, and Scottish
descent. He attended Crispus Attucks Elementary School, a segregated school named for the American slave,
merchant seaman and dockworker, who is believed to have been the first person to die in the Boston Massacre, a
major catalyst for the American Revolutionary War. Venerable later attended a segregated high school, Lincoln High
School, whose Principal was a former dean at the Tuskegee Institute under Booker T. Washington. There Venerable
received a strong education in mathematics and liberal arts. At the age of 15, he migrated to California because of
what was thought to be a tuberculosis spot on his lung, and landed in San Bernardino to live with his uncle Conquest
Blaine Venerable. Blaine, as he was known to family, was the much younger brother of Grant D. Venerable’s father,
and was raised by Grant D. Venerable’s mother as a “foster son.” Fortunately, the tuberculosis spot was a
misdiagnosis -- but it afforded him the chance to complete his education at non-segregated schools. He enrolled at
San Bernardino High School as one of only five black students. Because he had come from a segregated school, he
was held back a year, but graduated on time in 1920 at the age of 16.
Venerable matriculated at several colleges before landing at Caltech. He first attended the University of
Southern California, followed by the University of California at Berkeley, and then the University of California at Los
Angeles. At UCLA, he ran the quarter mile on the track team, played the coronet, and was an associate and protégé
of the later diplomat and Nobel Prize winner Ralph Bunche. His time at UCLA ended a bit badly, when he dropped a
class without his department chair’s permission; Venerable was summarily booted from the program.
But that did not end his academic ambitions. Venerable then passed the entrance exams at Caltech and was
admitted as a sophomore. Although his family had hoped he would become a doctor, Venerable decided to become
an engineer. At Caltech, According to his son, Venerable “attended classes taught by such Institute scholars as
engineer Fred Converse and Theodor yon Karman (who developed the "wind tunnel" that would later become the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory); chemical engineer William N. Lacey, and Nobel physicists Albert Einstein (a visiting lecturer
in 1930 prior to his joining the Princeton faculty), and Robert A. Millikan, who determined the mass of the electron.”
He was in a unique position when he attended lectures by Albert Einstein, who could only speak German at the time.
Venerable, fluent in German, was able to understand without translation.
He paid for college through odd jobs, mowing lawns and working as a butler for a family in Beverly Hills.
While studying at Caltech, Venerable was a member of the YMCA (now the Caltech Y), the American Society of
Engineers, the track team, and the Exhibit Day committee. He also wrote for The California Tech, Caltech's student
newspaper, from 1929 to 1932, and served as president of Caltech's Cosmopolitan Club, which was formed to
promote fellowship among students of different nationalities. The Los Angeles Sentinel featured Venerable as a
member of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity scholarship committee, an “outstanding engineer graduate of Caltech,” who
gave a speech “stressing the importance of preparation for opportunity.”
Venerable’s time at Caltech was not without incidents of racial disparity. A fellow graduate of the 1932
Caltech class was William Shockley, a Noble Prize winner who went on to espouse the racist theory that Blacks were
“genetically inferior,” and insisted that “there were never any black people at Caltech.” A University official also
questioned whether a person of color should be permitted to live in campus housing.

When Venerable graduated, the nation was in the thick of The Great Depression. Despite his degree from
Caltech, Venerable struggled to find work. He went to Montana to work in his aunt’s gold mine, earning enough to
return to California, where he then went to work for the Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company as a junior
insurance representative and salesman. Another West Adams Historical landmark, Golden State Mutual was
founded to provide Black people in California – who were often denied policies or charged outrageous premiums –
with quality life insurance. It was the first of its kind in California and would go on to become the largest Black-owned
insurance company in the American West, hiring many black Americans in Los Angeles. The Los Angeles Sentinel
reported in 1936 that Venerable climbed the ranks at Golden State with “remarkably rapid advancement,” noting that
he was “very popular in religious and fraternal circles.”
Venerable met his future wife Thelma Lorraine Scott, who also worked at Golden State Mutual, in
1936. Thelma was an an artist-organist, homemaker, and corporate bookkeeper for Golden State. Unbeknownst to
each other, they had both emigrated from the Midwest to California in the same year – 1919. Scott’s family migrated
from Kansas, packing all of their belongings and family members into a single Chandler Touring Car to embark on the
13-day journey from Topeka, Kansas to Los Angeles, where they settled in Boyle Heights. Scott attended Los
Angeles Junior College and continued to earn her Associate of Arts degree. Achieving such a degree was not
expected nor typical for women in her era. She parlayed her degree into a career as a bookkeeper for Golden State
Mutual. Scott & Venerable were married in 1939 at the Scott Family church, Mount Carmel Baptist Church in East Los
Angeles. Their son, Grant D. Venerable II, described their relationship as “love at first sight…bringing together two
families with very great histories and legacies. Each family was a pillar of the black middle--upper, middle class of
Southern California.”
THE VENERABLES MOVE TO BUDLONG AVE
The Venerables first settled at 1286 W 36th St. until 1946, when they moved to 2921 S. Budlong
Avenue. According to Lynda Venerable Ellington, their daughter, the Venearbles were one of three black families that
had moved into that entire area at the time. Despite understandable fear of racist violence, the family were welcomed
on Budlong Avenue and made friends with many neighbors. Venerable’s eldest son and namesake, Grant D.
Venerable II, described the neighborhood where he grew up as:
“When it opened up to black people, it was a very nice area. Old, old, homes with beautiful lawns,
well-manicured landscapes; a very upper-middle class kind of a setting where people took great care of their
properties. And this was, as I said, a very racially integrated area inhabited by people who consciously chose to be
amongst other people, as well as people of their own background; people who wanted their children to be around a
diverse group. So we had neighbors all around the block, across the street. It was still a Caucasian majority, but there
were appreciable black Americans, Mexican-Americans, Japanese, Chinese; others, Jewish, white people; they were
there and lived quite harmoniously together. There was a neighborhood circuit like a small town; a communication
circuit.”
The Venerable and Scott families used the home not only to raise their family but to hold sessions
of the Kansas Club, a branch of the larger Kansas Club movement which was established out of the State Federation
of Colored Women’s Clubs in 1900 to “to assert their emerging middle-class stat, organize their growing population.”
Clubs of this era were known to “challenge established definitions of race and gender, redefine leadership roles in
Black communities, and question the complexities of economic class status” and grew out of the necessity for
community among the diasporas created from The Great Migration. A 1946 photo shows a dinner session of the
Kansas Club, captioned as being taken in the Venerable Family Residence. Behind them one can observe the
distinctive “Webster Windows” with three panes of glass over two, which were noted in historian Anna Marie Brooks’
nomination of 2915 S. Budlong Ave. as a signature of one of the home’s designers, George J. Webster. Grant D.
Venerable II described his grandparents as “pillar members” of the Kansas Club.
The Adams-Normandie block of West Adams with Budlong Avenue at its center, was a hub for Black
Americans in the middle of the 20th century. The home directly across the street at 2916 S Budlong Ave. was a
musical school led by Leon Steward, where the Venerable children learned to play the organ. 2215-2217 Budlong

Ave. was the home of famed musician Johnny “Guitar” Watson. Professor William T. Wilkins had his school of music
a block away from the Venerable home, at 1514 West 29th St.
Venerable’s mother, Louise Venerable, also moved to Budlong Avenue, a half-block away at 2955 S.
Budlong Ave. An obituary in the Los Angeles Sentinel in 1950 described the elder Mrs. Venerable as, “one of Los
Angeles’ widely esteemed pioneers, who came to the city 30 years ago.” She was known to be active in the Women’s
clubs of the era, including the Bethel Tea Club and the Theodore Roosevelt Unit of the Women’s Political Study Club.
There were several other nearby African American pioneers, including film and television actress Amanda
Randolph, who lived a few blocks away, on Van Buren Place. Just two houses down at 2931 S Budlong, in the 4th
home designed by Barker & Webster on the 2900 block of Budlong, resided the Della B. Snell, matriarch of a
prominent Atlanta family. As part of the migration patterns, well-to-do families were known to receive other families to
help establish themselves in Los Angeles. Snell did just that for Carl King Sr and his wife Elizabeth King. Elizabeth’s
brother, Robert Alexander Kennard, was inspired by famed Los Angeles Architect Paul Revere WIlliams who lived
nearby on 35th st between Budlong Ave and Raymond Avenue, and went on to establish what is still to this day one
of the largest Black-owned architectural firms in California.
In 1940, Venerable met a former classmate who helped him find work in mining engineering.
Later he worked for the Hayward Spyglass Company, applying his knowledge of optics. Around 1945 he bought a
hotel with his brother-in-law Bill Tatum. Hotels were especially important for the African American community in this
era, as many hotels would not rent to non-white people. In 1948, he formed a small corporation of stockholders
among friends to purchase the George R. Healy Company of Montebello California. Utilizing his scientific &
engineering skills, he developed a “felt weld” chalkboard eraser that was virtually indestructible and used by school
districts nationwide.
Thelma Venerable passed away in December of 1950 of Malignant hypertension at just 34 years old. Grant
Venerable married Ida Walls Lee in 1953, who was from an “equally formidable family background,” according to her
stepson, Venerable II. Born July 29, 1910, Lee worked at Lockheed Martin during World War II before becoming a
school teacher at Hooper Avenue School in South Los Angeles. Venerable and Lee separated in 1955. Venerable
later married Naomi T. Pryor in 1967, and shortly after they moved to Baldwin Hills. They were together until her
passing in 1978.
Venerable passed away in 1986 at the age of 81. Venerable’s family established a Memorial Book Fund in
his honor at Caltech. The endowment is used to purchase books that “bear upon the human condition, especially of
African American and Native American cultures, and which bear upon the impact of modern technology on the human
condition.” In 2020, Caltech further honored Venerable by memorializing one of its eight undergraduate houses as
“The Venerable House,” noting his “life that embodies the values and character of the house." While attending
Caltech as a student, Venerable applied to live in one of Caltech’s student residences, and Physicist Robert Millikan,
who was also associated with eugenics and the Human Betterment Society, appealed to the Board of Trustees on the
issue of whether a "colored" student should be permitted to live there. Venerable was later welcomed to live in the
house, but declined due to the cost. In 2021, Caltech removed Millikan’s name from campus buildings, at the same
time Venerable and several other notable Caltech grads’ names were added.
THE LARGER VENERABLE FAMILY
The larger Venerable family was pioneering in civil rights as well as scholarship and pivotal to the overall
history of Los Angeles. Until the passing of the Fair Housing Act in 1968, it was commonplace across America for
restrictive housing covenants in property deeds that excluded anyone who was not Caucasian, “specifically Negroes,
Asians, Hispanics, and Jews” from ever owning such properties. As the Great Depression hit, Black families such as
the Venerables were able to move into these neighborhoods and establish a prosperous community. The
neighborhood of West Adams Heights was renamed “Sugar Hill” in homage to the Harlem, NY neighborhood.
However, the rising social mobility of Black people was seen as a threat to many in the era, and led to
numerous lawsuits. In 1945, eight white residents of West Adams Heights/Sugar Hill sued their Black neighbors,

insisting on evicting them because “their property would lose value and racial clashes would inevitably ensue.” Many
people recognize the names of the celebrity defendants, including Hattie McDaniel and Louise Beavers, but the legal
name of the lawsuit was actually Tolhurst v. Venerable. The named defendant was Nellie Venerable, the wife of C.
Blaine Venerable, one of Grant D. Venerable’s closest relatives.
Constant Blaine Venerable was a father figure for Grant D. Venerable. “C. Blaine,” as he was known, was
actually a much younger brother of B. Grant Venerable (1868-1945), Grant D. Venerable’s father. C. Blaine was
raised by Grant Venerable’s mother as a “foster son.” When Grant D. Venerable was sent to California in 1919,
initially he lived with C. Blaine (while attending high school.) And C. Blaine Venerable became a de facto brother to
Grant Venerable, and was an active member of this tight knit family during the 1940s, when their social activities were
often reported in the local black press. C. Blaine Venerable was a prominent entrepreneur who lived at 2266 S.
Harvard Blvd. and owned and operated seven hotels in the area. Nellie and C. Blaine Venerable, and their black
neighbors, prevailed in the Sugar Hill cases, helping end legal housing restrictions.
The judge presiding over the case ruled,
“It is time that members of the Negro race are accorded, without reservations
and evasions, the full rights guaranteed them under the 14th amendment of
the Federal Constitution. Judges have been avoiding the real issue too long.
Certainly there was no discrimination against the Negro race when it came to
calling upon its members to die on the battlefields in defense of this country in
the war just ended.”
This ruling marked the first judge in America to use the 14th Amendment to
disallow the enforcement of covenant race restrictions. The case was a
precursor for the Supreme Court case Shelley vs. Kraemer, which ruled
against such covenants and paved the way for the Fair Housing Act.
In addition to Venerable’s mother and brother, other members of Grant Delbert Venerable’s family were also
illustrious – and faced discrimination. His sister Neosho Venerable (b. 1893) was not admitted to teach in L.A.
schools, despite her credentials from the University of Kansas due to racism and de facto segregation in Los Angeles
at the time. Because she had taught algebra, geometry, trigonometry, and German at a segregated school – Kansas
City’s Lincoln High, where Grant D. Venerable attended – she was considered “unhireable.” A mathematics scholar in
addition to being an ordained Baptist minister, she did social working ministry in Los Angeles and was widely revered
by the clergy of Southern California of all racial groups.
PAVING THE WAY: AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE SCIENCES AND ENGINEERING FIELDS
Grant Delbert Venerable and his son, Grant D. Venerable II, both broke barriers in academia, and the
science and engineering fields.
In 1913, in a speech entitled “Science, Education and Democracy,” J. McKeen Cattell, editor and owner of
Science Magazine, argued for more educational opportunities for blacks but also asserted, “There is not a single
mulatto [sic] who has done credible scientific work.”
This was not true, even then. Cattell ignored the work of the 18th century astronomer and mathematician
Benjamin Banneker; the physicist Edward Bouchet, one of the first blacks to receive a doctorate in the U.S. (from
Yale); biologist Ernest Everett Just, who had been publishing articles in scientific journals for several years before
Cattell’s speech; and of course agricultural chemist George Washington Carver, among others.
Nonetheless, the sciences and engineering fields offered few opportunities for African Americans for
decades after that, and academia was, of course, in no small measure to blame.

Grant Delbert Venerable’s matriculation at and graduation from Caltech in 1932 was – along with a tribute to
his steadfast pursuit of a science degree – a ground-breaking event. He did NOT have many footsteps to follow on
his journey.
Even though after his graduation from Caltech he was not able to find direct employment in his field,
Venerable nonetheless helped pave the way for African American scientists and engineers who succeeded him,
including his son, Grant D. Venerable II. Still, his accomplishment in making it to, and through, Caltech was
exceptional.
The Journal of Blacks in Higher Education compiled a list of “firsts” in the “Progress of African Americans in
Higher Education.” Their roster of scientists (likely incomplete) is rather short through World War II:
● In 1889, Alfred O. Coffin is the first African American to earn a Ph.D. in biological sciences. He earns his
degree from Illinois Wesleyan University in Bloomington. In 1892, Robert Robinson Taylor is the first black to
graduate from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
●

1915: The first black to earn a Ph.D. in physiology is Julian Herman Lewis, who graduates from the
University of Chicago.

●

1916: St. Elmo Brady becomes the first black to earn a doctorate in chemistry. He earns his Ph.D. at the
University of Illinois.

●

1921: Thomas Wyatt Turner is the first African American awarded a Ph.D. in botany. He receives his degree
from Cornell University.
1932: Frederick Douglass Patterson becomes the first black Ph.D. in bacteriology when he graduates from
Cornell University. Patterson was a professor, then president, at Tuskegee Institute.

●

●

1932: Columbia University awards the first doctorate to an African American in bacteriology, Hildrus
Augustus Poindexter.

●

1942: Catholic University awards the first black Ph.D. in geology to Marguerite Thomas Williams.

●

1943: Harry James Green Jr. becomes the first black to earn a doctorate in chemical engineering. He
received his degree from Ohio State University.

The statistics are not better when it comes to university faculty members. Black students would seldom see
a professor who looked like them (and Venerable certainly did not) at the nation’s top-ranked institutions of higher
learning, according to the article, “The First Black Faculty Members at the Nation’s Highest-Ranked Universities, The
Journal of Blacks in Higher Education (JBHE), Winter 1998/1999, by Ralph Bruce Slater, JBHE’s managing editor at
that time. “For 300 years, America's leading institutions of higher learning observed a strict racial taboo against the
hiring of black faculty.”
Harvard University was founded in 1636, 16 years after the pilgrims arrived at Plymouth. “But for the next
320 years, race or skin color remained a rigid qualification for selection to a faculty post at Harvard as well as at
virtually any other of the 3,000 predominately white institutions of higher learning in the United States.” Not only was it
a social rule that African Americans need not apply for a faculty job, wrote Slater, “the great black scholar W.E.B. Du
Bois discovered on many occasions, it was most impertinent to even raise the question.”
In the U.S., Edward Bouchet, as mentioned above, “was the first African American to earn a doctorate in any
field. He was also only the sixth person in the Western Hemisphere to earn a Ph.D. in physics. Yet despite the
shortage of qualified professors of physics, Bouchet was unable to find work at any institution of higher learning.
Instead he labored for 26 years at the School for Colored Youth in Philadelphia, which had no library or laboratory
facilities,” observed Slater.

In 1998, JBHE compiled a list of the first black faculty members at 25 major colleges and universities,
confirming that by and large their first such hires did not occur until the 1950s (if then), long after Grant Delbert
Venerable had attended Caltech. (Also, Caltech did not respond to the 1998 survey; through JBHE’s independent
research, no black faculty member could be identified prior to 1992 at Caltech). There were a few exceptions: George
F. Grant at Harvard, in 1870; and Patrick Healy at Georgetown in 1868 (albeit, passing as white.) Ralph J. Bunche
was appointed professor of government in 1950 by Harvard.
At the time of this study, 25 years ago, the number of black faculty on these campuses remained very small,
under 1% of total faculty at Caltech, 5% at Emory and only 2% at Yale and and Harvard. JBHE calculated that “if the
nation's highest-ranked universities continue to hire black faculty members at the same rate as has been the case in
recent years, it will be several centuries before the level of black faculty reaches even the current percentage of black
college and university professors nationwide, which stands at 5 percent.”
Along with the lack of African American faculty, and even though a small but growing number of African Americans
were matriculating in science and engineering during the 1930s and 1940s, “they were still not full-fledged members
of the scientific community,” wrote authors Anthony P. Carnevale, Nicole Smith, and Michael C. Quinn of The
Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce in their report, Mission Not Accomplished: Unequal
Opportunities and Outcomes for Black and Latinx Engineers, 2021.
In 1957, there was an “explosion of interest in engineering in the United States,” according to the Mission
Not Accomplished report. “At that time, the desire to improve engineering and science education and outcomes in the
U.S. was framed as a national security challenge.” American leaders worried that the U.S. would be left behind not
just in technology but world leadership if nothing was done. 25 years later, the publication of the report A Nation at
Risk “renewed the call to improve the call to improve the country’s crumbling education system.” However, the effort
to groom more scientists and engineers did not include any policy directives aimed at equity, equality or balanced
representation in the science fields.
To this day, African Americans are underrepresented in science and engineering occupations. That is, a
smaller proportion of blacks are in science and engineering occupations than are in the U.S. workforce as a whole
(5% versus 12%). “Put a more direct way, Black/African American and Latinx prime-age adults are roughly 33
percent of the adult [U.S.] population, but just 15 percent of engineers – a woeful bias in workforce ratios,” declared
Mission Not Accomplished.
Another reason Black students were less likely to study engineering is because historically Black colleges
and universities – where most attended – generally lacked accredited engineering departments.
“Prior to integration, the universities in the South and elsewhere did not allow for African Americans to attend
and get engineering degrees,” Robert Weissbach of Indiana University-Purdue University said. “Basically HBCUs had
engineering technology programs that were still providing preparation for an engineering career, but those students
were not allowed to sit for licensure.”
During the 1960s, Howard University was the only Historically Black College and University with an
accredited engineering department. Finally, a decade later, the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology
accredited six more HBCU programs.
Decades later, the picture remained the same. When Purdue University mathematics professor Edray
Herbert Goins enrolled as an undergraduate student at Caltech in the early 1990s, he questioned why out of a
student population of nearly 2,000, there were only 50 black students. And at that time there were only two black
faculty members out of 300.
He learned that, after Grant Delbert Venerable, there were no other African American undergraduate
students at Caltech until a young man named Charles McGruder enrolled in 1961. And there was only one
graduate-level student, James Lu Valle (who was also an Olympics Bronze medalist at the Berlin Games in 1936),

who earned a doctorate in chemistry in 1940. And when Goins went to Stanford for his graduate work, he became the
only black grad student in the mathematics department, and there was only one black professor.
What these statistics demonstrate is how unusual it was that Grant Delbert Venerable achieved his degree
at Caltech. Although he was not able to immediately find employment in engineering, through the years he was able
to apply his education to find success in business, utilizing engineering to symbolically build a better mousetrap
(eraser).
Venerable always emphasized the importance of education, instilling a love of science and academics in his
children and other young people. He served on the scholarship committee of Alpha Phi Alpha, and in that role he
occasionally gave lectures at local high schools, stressing the importance of preparing for opportunities.
Decades later, when Stanford University Physicist William Shockley started speaking about his shocking
racial theories, Grant D. Venerable II reminded the readers of the Los Angeles Times that he was a classmate of
Venerable’s father, Caltech ’32. “Among the members of his own class was a conspicuous “datum” named Grant D.
Venerable, Caltech’s first Negro alumnus.

THE CHILDREN OF GRANT D. VENERABLE AND THELMA SCOTT VENERABLE
Grant D. Venerable’s pioneering in the fields of science & engineering and the desegregation of higher
education and its influence on subsequent generations is evident in the life of his son and namesake, Dr. Grant
Delbert Venerable II. Venerable II continued his father’s legacy in the world of academia and science, graduating from
UCLA in 1965 before enrolling at the University of Chicago, graduating with an M.S. degree in physical chemistry. He
was awarded the United States Atomic Energy Commission Fellowship for his research into radiation biology. In
1976, Venerable II became California State Polytechnic University’s first tenured professor of African heritage in Cal
Poly’s Chemistry Department. He served at Chicago State University as the Associate Provost and as a professor of
chemistry and African American studies (1996-1999), at Morris Brown College as the Dean of Faculty, interim Dean
of the College, Provost, and professor-at-large of science and civilization (1999-2002), as chair of the Council of Chief
Academic Officers for the Atlanta University Center (1999-2002), and as the Provost and Senior Vice President for
Academic and Student Affairs (2010-2011) and the Vice President for Academic Affairs (2002-2010) at Lincoln
University (Pennsylvania).
Grant Delbert Venerable II’s publications include six books, and dozens of academic articles and editorials.
His publications have included books, academic articles, and editorials in such places as the San Francisco Examiner
and the Wall Street Journal. He has forty commissioned scientific oil paintings on molecular structure. Venerable II’s
honors and awards include the National Educational Leadership Award from the JGT Foundation, the Step To
College Distinguished Teaching Award from San Francisco State University, the California Alliance for Arts Education
Outstanding Achievement Award, and the Alpha Chi Sigma Chemistry Fraternity Molecular Art Appreciation Award,
and the Distinguished Teaching Award of Cal Poly State University, San Luis Obispo.
Venerable described his family home at 2921 S. Budlong Ave as:
“In keeping with the family’s reverence for architectural traditions, the original 2921 with
spacious design, elaborate wood appointments, and stained redwood shingle siding was still in
place by December 1965…. The history, heritage, and inspirational energy of this vintage Los
Angeles Budlong Avenue home figured prominently in both [my] academic ability and emotional
fortitude to complete the Ph.D. in physical chemistry in March 1970 at such a formidable center
of intellectual achievement as the University of Chicago.”
Importantly, Venerable II’s life was profiled along with that of his family’s history in The HistoryMakers, a
national non-profit research and educational institution committed to preserving African American histories.

His sister, Lynda Blaine Venerable Ellington attended UC Berkeley during the Free Speech Movement
(1964), receiving a B.S. degree in Business Administration in 1969 from California State University-Los Angeles,
graduating as one of 50 women in a class of 3,000. She went on to have a successful career in banking & marketing,
often the only minority in her office. She married Mr. Bernardo Ellington in 1971, and their wedding & reception at the
landmark Wilfandel Club on West Adams Boulevard was profiled in the Los Angeles Sentinel along with prominent
guests in attendance. Ellington was a physician who was prohibited from graduating with his class at Penn State
Medical School at Hershey due to racism, and the family moved back to Los Angeles for him to complete his
internship at Martin Luther King Jr. Community Hospital in Watts. Of Pennsylvania, Ellington remarked that children
were not taught African American history, and when her husband told a teacher in the 6th grade that he wanted to be
a doctor, she laughed and replied, “never.”
Their brother Lloyd Dennis Venerable, like his brother and father, combines a scientific engineering instinct
with modern art and photography. As curator of Gemini-Graphic Editions Limited, an important & innovating atelier in
fine art lithography print editions, he forged connections with renowned contemporary artists from Hockney to Warhol,
Rauschenberg, Stella, Lichtenstein, among others.
However, C. Blaine Venerable’s home has long since been demolished. The original Venerable family home
where Grant Venerable lived with Thelma Scott prior to moving to Budlong Ave has been significantly altered. No
location remains as intact as 2921 S. Budlong Ave. to remember the Venerable family. The Venerable family is in
support of this nomination, and look forward to voicing their support in a letter to the Cultural Heritage Commission.
“Too much of our history has been already demolished,” says Grant D. Venerable II.

A.C. TOBIAS COMMISSIONS DESIGNERS BARKER & WEBSTER TO DESIGN RESIDENCES
In 1907, Real Estate Developer Archibald Clark Tobia purchased three contiguous parcels on the west side
of the 2900 block of Budlong. Tobias searched out an architect to design a home for himself and his wife with a
business office inside at 2915 S. Budlong, as well as investment residences to the north, at 2911 S. Budlong and
south, at 2921 S. Budlong Ave. He chose the design partnership of Neal Dow Barker and George James Webster,
known as “Barker & Webster.”
Neal Dow Barker from England and George James Webster from Scotland were British subjects and
remained so throughout their lives. Because of their ages, it can be assumed that they had been exposed to the
English and Scottish Arts & Crafts movements in their differing and earlier iterations. However, there is no way to
know what impact this exposure may have had on either designer since the movements shared some elements with
an even greater emphasis on accessory pieces in the literal arts and crafts including textiles, copper and other metal
work, furniture, lighting fixtures and pottery in the British movement. The design partners witnessed the early
California Arts & Crafts movement which they incorporated into their design work, along with their own personal
touches.
Webster is known for his signature window, composed of three square, or nearly so, panes above two
vertical panes set in a wooden casement. He also utilized variations on that signature in his art glass
cabinet/cupboard door designs.
George James Webster was a talented house designer and de-facto architect in Southern California for a
little over ten years just before World War I. He was born of Scottish parents on April 28, 1868, in Paysandú,
Uruguay, where his father managed a cattle estancia. The family lived in Uruguay when George was very young, and
a later census entry indicates that Spanish was the primary language spoken in the home while he was a child. He
specialized in rustic Craftsman-style houses, some quite modest in size, primarily in Altadena and Pasadena, but in
the greater Los Angeles area as well. Webster joined the M. Paul Martin firm as a draftsman in 1903. Webster, being
talented as well as resourceful, soon left the Martin firm and opened a drafting and blueprinting firm next door to
Martin’s office. Webster advertised, “A specialty made of designing artistic and convenient residences.” His first

documented house commenced in early 1905, a bungalow for Mabel Farris which still stands (in altered condition) at
619 South Los Robles Avenue, Pasadena.
The Builder and Contractor Business Journal listed George as an “architectural designer” rather than as an
“architect” because he was never licensed as a professional by the state of California. Nevertheless, some of his
designs were featured in magazines, such as the Ladies Home Journal and House Beautiful, and in bungalow design
books.
In August 1908 he formed a brief partnership with Neal Dow Barker (1856-1925), and from their office in
downtown Los Angeles, Barker & Webster designed eight known houses, six of which were in Los Angeles. George
resumed his solo career by April 1909, eventually establishing an office in downtown Pasadena. Some of the
residences he designed in this phase of his career were on a grander, more elaborate scale than those he had
designed earlier, although still very much in the Craftsman style, such as the Col. William Morton Griffith Residence at
1824 Mar Vista Avenue in 1910, and perhaps his most famous home known as “Rosewall” in Altadena, at 180 E.
Mendocino St. in 1911.
Mr. and Mrs. Webster had moved by late 1910 to the 2000 block of Garfield Avenue – a block-long tract
straddling the Pasadena/Altadena border which George subdivided and for which he designed many of the houses.
In late 1919, Mr. and Mrs. Webster moved to Laguna Beach, where they had owned property since 1914.
George again identified himself as an architect but apparently did not have an office. They built a home at
2285 Glenneyre in 1922 and remained there for about 32 years. George was involved in the local improvement
association and various neighborhood issues.
Neal Dow Barker was an architectural designer and de facto architect in Southern California from about
1901 to about 1921. He was never licensed as an architect in California. Most of his known works were in Los
Angeles, but a few are known in the Pasadena-Altadena area.
Barker was born in Manchester, England, in April of 1856; his parents were both natives of England. Nothing
is currently known of his early life or education. He first arrived in the US in 1876 at the age of 20. He was in England
again by 1881 but returned to Canada and opened an office in Winnipeg, Canada, in 1883, calling himself an
architect and heating & ventilating engineer. He designed the Manitoba Medical College in Winnipeg in 1884, but
another architect tried to take credit for the design. Barker eventually won recognition as the designer after a war of
words in the local newspapers.
By 1902 Barker was in Los Angeles working as a draftsman for licensed architect M. Paul Martin
(1868-1928). In 1904 Martin and Barker became partners, and there are many works on record for the firm through
the beginning of 1908. Known as Martin & Barker, the partnership mostly designed houses but also did apartments
and business buildings. Their works were covered in the newspapers, generally only in text. The associates practiced
together until 1908.
In 1909, Barker returned to the office of M. Paul Martin, this time as a draftsman rather than a partner, until
retiring around 1921. However, he also did various independent jobs in the Pasadena-Altadena area, and he was
listed as an architect in the classified sections of the Pasadena directories of 1916, 1918, and 1919. Barker designed
his own residence at Pasadena which appeared in the design section of the Los Angeles Times, which is nowhere
available in Los Angeles. Inclusion in that section meant the editor selected an especially worthy design to feature.

Written with contributions from Anna Marie Brook’s HCM nomination of 2915 S Budlong Ave.

Lloyd (3 yr, 9 mos), Aunt Neosho V. Tatum, Mom Thelma V.,GDVII (Delbert, 6-1/2), Lynda (4 yrs, 10
mos)

Above is the entire Kansas Club member group gathered in the south living room den.
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Other Historic Designations

None

Other Historic Survey Information

None

Mills Act Contract

None

CDO: Community Design Overlay

None

CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay

None

Subarea

None

CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up

None

HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation

No

NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay

North University Park-Exposition Park-West Adams

POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts

None

RFA: Residential Floor Area District

None

RIO: River Implementation Overlay

No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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SN: Sign District

No

Streetscape

No

Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area

None

Affordable Housing Linkage Fee
Residential Market Area

Low

Non-Residential Market Area

Low

Transit Oriented Communities (TOC)

Tier 1

RPA: Redevelopment Project Area

None

Central City Parking

No

Downtown Parking

No

Building Line

23

500 Ft School Zone

No

500 Ft Park Zone

No

Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN)

5054014014

APN Area (Co. Public Works)*

0.123 (ac)

Use Code

0101 - Residential - Single Family Residence - Pool

Assessed Land Val.

$416,011

Assessed Improvement Val.

$105,167

Last Owner Change

03/26/2004

Last Sale Amount

$398,503

Tax Rate Area

210

Deed Ref No. (City Clerk)

961558
857914
857913
843825
248157
1694210
1439919
1415876
1342860
12068
1159171

Building 1
Year Built

1909

Building Class

D45B

Number of Units

1

Number of Bedrooms

3

Number of Bathrooms

1

Building Square Footage

1,813.0 (sq ft)

Building 2

No data for building 2

Building 3

No data for building 3

Building 4

No data for building 4

Building 5

No data for building 5

Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO)

No [APN: 5054014014]

Additional Information
Airport Hazard

None

Coastal Zone

None

Farmland

Area Not Mapped

Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone

YES

Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone

No

Fire District No. 1

No

Flood Zone

Outside Flood Zone

Watercourse

No

Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties

No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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Methane Hazard Site

Methane Zone

High Wind Velocity Areas

No

Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A- No
13372)
Wells

None

Seismic Hazards
Active Fault Near-Source Zone
Nearest Fault (Distance in km)

1.99866504

Nearest Fault (Name)

Puente Hills Blind Thrust

Region

Los Angeles Blind Thrusts

Fault Type

B

Slip Rate (mm/year)

0.70000000

Slip Geometry

Reverse

Slip Type

Moderately / Poorly Constrained

Down Dip Width (km)

19.00000000

Rupture Top

5.00000000

Rupture Bottom

13.00000000

Dip Angle (degrees)

25.00000000

Maximum Magnitude

7.10000000

Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone

No

Landslide

No

Liquefaction

No

Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area

No

Tsunami Inundation Zone

No

Economic Development Areas
Business Improvement District

None

Hubzone

Qualified

Opportunity Zone

No

Promise Zone

None

State Enterprise Zone

LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

Housing
Direct all Inquiries to

Los Angeles Housing Department

Telephone

(866) 557-7368

Website

https://housing.lacity.org

Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO)

No [APN: 5054014014]

Ellis Act Property

No

AB 1482: Tenant Protection Act

See Notes

Assessor Parcel No. (APN)

5054014014

Address

2921 S BUDLONG AVE

Year Built

1909

Use Code

0101 - Residential - Single Family Residence - Pool

Notes

The property is subject to AB 1482 only if the owner is a corporation,
limited liability company, or a real estate investment trust.

Public Safety
Police Information
Bureau

South

Division / Station

Southwest

Reporting District

337

Fire Information
Bureau

South

Batallion

13

District / Fire Station

15

Red Flag Restricted Parking

No
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.
Case Number:

CPC-2008-1552-CPU

Required Action(s):

CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Project Descriptions(s):

SOUTH LOS ANGELES NEW COMMUNITY PLAN PROGRAM

Case Number:

CPC-2005-5848-CA

Required Action(s):

CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s):

PROPOSED ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH THE UNIVERSITY OFF-CAMPUS OVERLAY DISTRICT IN THE AREA BOUNDED BY
10FWY TO NORTH, 110 FWY TO EAST, MLK BLVD TO THE SOUTH AND NORMANDIE AVE TO THE WEST

Case Number:

CPC-2004-2394-ICO

Required Action(s):

ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

Project Descriptions(s):

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR./29TH STREET/NORMANDIE/VERMONT/INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

Case Number:

CPC-19XX-29708

Required Action(s):

Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:

CPC-19XX-18002

Required Action(s):

Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:

CPC-1990-346-CA

Required Action(s):

CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s):

AMENDMENT TO THE L.A.M.C. TO - DRAFT AN ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT THE GRANTING OF A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
FOR THE OFF-SITE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES (LOURDES GREEN/KAREN HOO)\

Case Number:

CPC-1983-506

Required Action(s):

Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s):

SPECIFIC PLN ORD FOR INTERIM CONDITIONAL USE APPRVL FOR ESTABLISHMENTS FOR THE SALE OF ALCOHOL WHICH
ARE GENERALLY LOCATED INTHE SOUTH CENTRAL AREA OF THE CITY

Case Number:

ENV-2008-1781-EIR

Required Action(s):

EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s):

SOUTH LOS ANGELES NEW COMMUNITY PLAN PROGRAM

Case Number:

ENV-2005-6078-ND

Required Action(s):

ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s):

PROPOSED ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH THE UNIVERSITY OFF-CAMPUS OVERLAY DISTRICT IN THE AREA BOUNDED BY
10FWY TO NORTH, 110 FWY TO EAST, MLK BLVD TO THE SOUTH AND NORMANDIE AVE TO THE WEST

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-46167
ORD-180218
ORD-171682
ORD-171681
ORD-162128
ORD-156833
ORD-156356
ORD-129760
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ZIMAS PUBLIC

Generalized Zoning

05/15/2022

Address: 2921 S BUDLONG AVE

Tract: COTTON'S BUDLONG AVE
TRACT

Zoning: R2-1-O

APN: 5054014014

Block: None

General Plan: Low Medium I Residential

PIN #: 120B197 147

Lot: 15
Arb: 1

City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning
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The Big T
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1932
Volume 22

Published by

The Associated Students of the
California - Institute of Technology
Pasadena, California
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THI S volume is not only a record
of the scholastic, social and athletic achievements and ac tivities of the past year, it is more than tJlat; it is a chapter in
the history of a great institution. Just a s each picture on these
opening pages shows one man and his con tribution towards
ilie growing knowledge of astrophysics, so this book records
but one year's activity and growth of the California Institute.

STUDENT ADMINISTRATION

Exhibit Day
Exhibit Day is an annual affair at the Insti-

properties of liquid air show n in a striking way.

tute. It is held principally for two reasons; to

Another object of major interest in physics was

give prospective students from the high schools

the phoneloscope, with the admirable demonstra-

in Southern California a chance to visit the

tion of sound analysis.

school at a time when everything is open, and to

Biblogy gave an opportunity of viewing the

give the students at the Institute an opportunity

fertilization of eggs of the marine annelid

to show the school to their relatives and friends_

Urechis caupo. Additional exhibits presented the

With the above object ives in view, the Exhibit

processes of development of chick embryos_ By

Day Committee worked very hard in an endeavor

observing these demonstrations a very good idea

to present demonstrations which would not onl y

of the growth of an an imal from conception to

interest the public, but which would also give

birth was obtained.

them an elementary understanding of the prin-

Those who went into the Guggenheim Aero-

ciples behind the experiments.

nautical Laboratory saw the wind tunnel and the

In electrical engineeri ng the high tension labo-

five a utomatic balances which measure the forces

ratory was the center of attraction. An insulation

on a model while it is being tested. The action of

puncture, long are, and corona were shown. The

these balances, as well as the actual method of

Kellogg Radiation Laboratory also held the

operating the wind tunnel when in use were

attention of visitors and stud ents.
Because of the vast number of people who

described. A scale model of the new Navy dirigible "Akron" received much attention .

have been unable to see the liquid air demon-

Although the living hou ses were not open to

strations in previous years, these lectures were

th e general public, members of the various

held in Culbertson Hall this year. They were

houses entertained their friends with a buffet

presented by the students themselves, and the

supper on Friday evening.

HARTMANN

HUTCHISON

VENERABLE

GOULD

FINNEY,

Chair.

LIND

BERGREN

SCHULTZ

McFADDEN

HARSHMAN·

Thirty-one

COSMOPOLITAN CLUB

Cosmopolitan Club
sell , and her address was entitled, "The First
Twenty Years· of the Repuhlic of China." Other
Activities of the Organization were as fo ll ows:
meetings with other Cosmopolitan Clubs, informa l gr oup meetings led by a faculty member,
and participation in the Southern California
Cosmopolitan Conference held at D_ S. C. This
group is also a memher of the Juni or Coun ci l
on International Relations which is headed by
Dr. Richard Pomeroy, a graduate of the Institute_

The purpose of this organization is two fold;
first, to unite the American and Foreign students
of the Institute, and second, to develop a true
cosmopolitan sp itit hy securing an adequate understanding of th e customs and hahits of the
different peopl es of the world.
During the past year the club held monthly
meetings, and one large hanquet in the Du g Out_
The speaker for the eveni;,g was Miss Maud Rus-

FACULTY MEMBERS
DR. CLYDE WOLFE

DR. FREDERICK

L.

RANSOME

DR. ALLY:;

C.

LOOSELY

OFFICERS

.....President
. ............. .5ecretary
.Treasurer

GRANT D. VENERABLE..
SHERMAN Cox ..... .
GREGORY HARTMAI' ..

MEMBERS

H. F . Anderson
Carlos Alphonso Bulne3
Vitlaly G. Gabriel
William Mersman
Charles Perrine

L. A. Pipes
N. l'\. Skaredoff
F. K. Skoog
Nico Van Wingen
NI. Widess
David Y. K. Wong

Dr. S. C. Woo
Robert Mead
Robert Freeman
Charles Schwieso, Jr.
William Pickering

HARTMANN , H UTCH ISON, JOHNSON, SCHWIESO, VAN WINGEN,
BUNGAY, WONG, TEJADA, THOMAS
OHASHI, PICKERII'G, VENERABLE, MEAD, Cox

One H undred Eighty-two

Y. M. C . A.

Y. M. C. A.
The work of th e In stitute YMCA begin s each
year with the Fresh man Committee and the
Handb ook Staff. Th ese two important parts of
the "Y" organization begin their work for the
next schoo l year in the spring term , organizing
the Idyllwild conference for the Frosh and h av·
ing th e Handbook ready for distribution by the
first week in September. Besides organizing and
carrying through the Freshman Registration Day
with the student offi cers, the " Y" cabinet write
each incoming student a perso nal letter of wei·
come.

During the year the progr am of the " Y" is
centered in bi.monthl y meetings and in spec ial
conferences. Man y speakers a re brought to the
campus during the year, to speak on the "ex·
curr icula" sid e of student life. Miss Maude Rus·
sell, of China; Mr. Jerr y Voorhis, of the V oorhis
School for Boys; Mr. Francis Henson , of New
York City; Rev. Al an Hunter, of Holl ywood ;
Dr. Fred Woellner, of U. C. 1. A. ; Dr. Harry
Laidler , of New York ; and Dr. C. H. Robertson,
of China, were am ong the speakers brought to
OFFI CERS

assembl y or to regular meetings. A special lec·
ture series on personal religion was set up
a round DLGeorge Irving, a nd Dr. Paul Popenoe
of the Human Betterment Foundation gave a
series of lectures.
Conferences away from the campu s related to
religious activities drew Tech men during the
year. The Asil omar Conference at the Christmas
Holidays; a conference with Francis Miller of
the World's Student Christian Federation at
Balboa; a conference with Dr. T. Z. Koo of
China, an Economics Parl ey; several Junior
Council of International Relation s meetings are
among those whi ch deserve mention.
The work of the " Y" is done by a student
cabinet and the general supervision of the pro·
gram is carri ed out by the Advisory Board of
which Mr. Fritz Karge, Tech '18, is the Chair.
man. Charles Schwieso, Jr., the secretary of the
Association is available for the many problems
which confront students in the wa y of finan ce,
employment or in the more intricate realms of
persona lity.
1931·1932

ROBERT FREE M AN ................... ...... .. .. ............. ...... . ....... ...... .... .. ..... President
JA MES STA:-ILE Y OH:-ISON ...... ......•. .. ........••.......................... y ice·President
ED CRA WFORD ................... . ......... .... ..... ..... .. .... ..•................ ..... ... Secretary
KARL HEGARDT .......... ..... . .•••....... ... .•.. .........•••.. ..........••........... ....... Treasnrer

J

CRAWFORD, LEWI S, B USHNELL, S CHWI ESO
VENERABLE , HEGARDT , THO M AS, FREEMAN

. One Hundred Eighty·three

A. S. C. E.

A merican Society of Civil Engineer s

C. l. T. Student Chapter
OFFICERS

................ .Presid en/

PAUL PARSONS ............... .
CLIFFORD

CAWLEY .. .

....... ........................... ..... y ice·President
........... Secretary
......... .Treasurer

R ICH.-\RD THO MAS ..
WORRELL PRGDEl\" ..

MEMBERS
Ayers, John
Bamberger, Sidney
Behlow, Lewis
Boothe, Perry
Cawley, Clifford
Chambers, J ack
Cox, lohn
Crawford, Edward
Crutchfield, Richard
Dames, Trent
Hamlin, Fred

Hofman. Oliver
Kartzke, Paul
Leeper, Laverne
Lewis, Charles
Mendenhall, John
Monning, lohn
Moore, Wi lliam H.
Parsons, Paul
Pickett, George
Prudames, E. Mott
Pruden, Worrell

Roach , Harold
Saylor, William
Scholtz, Walter
Schoeller, Philip
Sluder, Darrell
Spicer, Charles
Thomas, Richard
Venerable, Grant
Wheeler, William
White, M. P.
Wong, David

HOFMANN, CRAWFORD. MONNING, MENDEl\"HALL, SPICER
MOORE , CAWLEY, SCHOELLER, PR UDEN, PR UDAMES, PI CKE TT, VEl\"ERABLE, CHAMBERS, HA:\,ILIN
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5 Signs Of Liver
Damage
Do Not Ignore These 5
Early Signs Of Liver
Damage

We focus on these people for breaking barriers as African Americans in the elds of science, engineering and
medicine and and their connections to Los Angeles County.

Dr. Monroe Alpheus Majors

Do This For Liver

Learn More

COVID-19 in L.A. County

Dr. Monroe Majors, 1893. Image from the New York Public Library.

b. 1864 - d. 1960

VINTAGE POSTCARDS
New Additions!

Occupation: Physician, Teacher, Civil Rights Activist
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Born: Waco, Texas
Education: Attended West Texas College, Tillotson Normal and Collegiate Institute, and Central Tennessee College.
Graduated from Meharry Medical College, 1886
Professional Experience: After practicing in Texas, moved to Los Angeles in 1888, where he lectured at Los Angeles
Medical College. Edited the Los Angeles Western News, advocating the appointment of African-Americans to civic
positions. Returned to Texas in 1890.
Notable: First African American to pass the California Board of Medical Examination. First African American
physician in Los Angeles, 1888.

Western Atlantic

Dr. Ruth Janetta Temple

International
Medical
School
Apply Now

Ruth Temple, 1918. Image from The Negro trail blazers of California by Delilah L. Beasley, 1919, courtesy of Oviatt Library, CSUN.

b. 1892 - d. 1994
Occupation: Physician, Public Health Pioneer
Born: Natchez, Mississippi
Education: Bachelors, Medicine, Loma Linda University, 1918; Masters, Public Health, Yale University, 1941.
Professional Experience: At the time, persons with medical training could practice medicine with an
undergraduate degree in medicine. Her medical internship was at Los Angeles City Health Department, specializing
in obstetrics and gynecology. With husband Otis Banks, established Temple Health Institute as a free clinic and
health education center on Central Avenue in Southeast Los Angeles.
Notable: First African American woman to graduate from Loma Linda University and the rst African American
woman to practice medicine in California, 1918. Taking a teaching position at White Memorial Hospital in Los
Angeles, she became the rst African American in the U.S. to teach medicine to white medical students. Later, her
health clinic in Southeast Los Angeles became a model for health clinics across the country.

1918 class of the College of Medical Evangelists (present-day Loma Linda University). Ruth Temple is at far right. Image courtesy of Loma Linda University Archives.

Grant D. Venerable
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Grant D. Venerable, 1932. Image from Caltech Yearbook, 1932 , courtesy of Three Questions: The Journey of One Black Mathematician by Edray Herber Goins, 2018.

b. 1905 - d. 1986
Occupation: Engineer, Businessman
Born: Jackson, Missouri
Education: Bachelors, Engineering, California Institute of Technology, 1932
Professional Experience: Worked as a mining engineer. Employed at Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Company
(then, the only black-owned business west of the Mississippi River). Operated a Los Angeles hotel and purchased
the George R. Healey Manufacturing Company in Montebello, an eraser manufacturing rm. Son, Grant II, went on
to also graduate from Caltech as a chemist.
Notable: First African American to graduate from California Institute of Technology, 1932.

Dr. Geraldine B. Branch

Dr. Geraldine Branch, medical school graduation portrait, 1936. Image courtesy of New York Medical College.

b. 1908 - d. 2016
Occupation: Physician, Obstetrician-Gynecologist
Born: New York, New York
Education: Bachelors, Chemistry-Physics, Hunter College, 1932; MD, New York Medical College, 1936; Masters,
Public Health, University of California, Los Angeles, 1962.
Professional Experience: Gynecologist and obstetrician in private practice, Los Angeles County public health
o cer, professor at the schools of medicine at the University of Southern California and the Chares R. Drew
University of Medicine and Science. Following the 1965 Watts riots, helped to establish the Watts Health Center and
worked to advance health care and education in Watts.
Notable: One of the rst African American women physicians with a Doctor of Medicine degree (MD) to practice in
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Los Angeles (physician Ruth Janetta Temple, who earlier practiced medicine in L.A., had a bachelor's degree in
medicine – see above). Helped to modernize and better organize Los Angeles County’s public health system.
Founded Watts Health Center in 1965. Helped to establish the Chares R. Drew University of Medicine and Science in
Los Angeles, 1966.

James E. LuValle

James LuValle, 1936. Image from the Associated Press.

b. 1912 - d. 1993
Occupation: Chemist, Athlete
Born: San Antonio, Texas
Education: John H. Francis Polytenic High School; Bachelors, Chemistry, 1936, and Masters, Chemistry & Physics,
University of California, Los Angeles, 1937; PhD, Chemistry & Mathematics, California Institute of Technology (under
guidance from Nobel Laureate Linus Pauling), 1940.
Professional Experience: Professor at Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee. Research scientist at Eastman Kodak
Laboratories and research director at Fairchild Camera and Instrument Corp., SMC Corp., and Smth Corona.
Researcher at the U.S. Government O ce of Scienti c Research and Development during World War II. Laboratory
Administrator at Stanford University chemistry department.
Notable: First African American graduate student at California Institute of Technology, 1940. Won a bronze medal
in track and eld (400 meters) at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin, Germany. Lu Valle Commons and Jimmy's Co ee
House on the UCLA campus is named for LuValle.

Dr. Hughenna L. Gauntlett

Dr. Hughenna Guantlett. Image courtesy of Santos Family.
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b. 1915 - d. 2010
Occupation: Physician, Surgeon
Born: Sequirres, Costa Rica
Education: Pre-Medical Study, Northern Caribbean University in Mandeville, Jamaica; Bachelors, Atlantic Union
College; MD, Loma Linda University, 1950; Interned at Syndenham Hospital, New York City; Surgical Internship at
Loma Linda University
Professional Experience: Private practitioner in Watts in partnership with an esteemed African American woman
physician, Dr. Kathleen Jones-King; Served as Chief of the Department of Surgery at California Hospital Medical
Center, 1980.
Notable: First African American woman certi ed by the American Board of Surgeons, 1968. Both sons, Alfred and
Arthur Santos, became physicians, one also a surgeon.

John B. Slaughter

John B. Slaughter. Image courtesy of USC Pressroom.

b. 1934
Occupation: Electrical Engineer, Academic Administrator
Born: Topeka, Kansas
Education: Bachelors, Electrical Engineering, Kansas State University, 1956; Masters, Engineering, University of
California, Los Angeles, 1961; PhD, Engineering Sciences, University of California, San Diego, 1971.
Professional Experience: Director of Applied Physics Laboratory of University of Washington, in 1975.Director of
National Science Foundation, 1980. Chancellor of University of Maryland, College Park, 1982. President Occidental
College; Melbo Professor of Leadership in Education at University of Southern California, 1999.
Notable: First African American Director of the National Science Foundation, 1980. First African American President
of Occidental College in Los Angeles, 1988.

Dr. Patricia Bath

Dr. Patricia Bath, 19xx. Image courtesy of U.S. National Library of Medicine.
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b. 1942 - d. 2019
Occupation: Physician, Opthamologist, Inventor
Born: New York, New York
Education: Graduated from high school in two years; Bachelors, Chemistry & Physics, Hunter College, 1964; MD,
Howard University, 1968.
Professional Experience: During a fellowship at Columbia University, discovered African Americans were twice as
likely to su er blindness and eight times more likely to develop glaucoma. Developed a community ophthalmology
system at Harlem Hospital’s Eye Clinic to increase eye care for lower income patients. After retirement in 1993,
advocated for telemedicine.
Notable: First African American to complete a residency in ophthalmology, 1973. First female faculty member in
Department of Ophthalmology at UCLA's Jules Stein Eye Institute, 1975. Co-founded American Institute for the
Prevention of Blindness in Los Angeles, 1976. Appointed Chair of the Ophthalmology Residency Program at Charles
R. Drew University-UCLA, 1983 ( rst woman in the U.S. appointed to chair an opthamology department). Invented
the Laserphaco Probe, 1986 (patented in 1988), the rst medical patent given to an African American female
physician. The device helped to restore and improve vision for millions of cataract patients. Went on to receive four
more U.S. patents and three international patents. Daughter, Eraka Bath, also a physician, is a neuropsychiatrist
and professor at UCLA David Ge en School of Medicine.

Dr. Mae C. Jemison

Dr. Mae Jemison suits up for her mission aboard the Space Shuttle Endeavor, 1992. Image courtesy of NASA.

b. 1956
Occupation: Physician, Engineer, Astronaut, Businesswoman
Born: Decatur, Alabama
Education: Bachelors, Chemical Engineering & African American Studies, Stanford University, 1977; MD, Cornell
University, 1981.
Professional Experience: During medical school, conducted medical study in Cuba and worked at a refuge camp in
Thailand. Worked with Flying Doctors in East Africa. Interned at Los Angeles County-USC Medical Center. Entered
private practice in the Los Angeles area. Joined the Peace Corps, serving as medical o cer for Peace Corps
volunteers in Liberia and Sierra Leone. Worked with Center for Disease Control (CDC). Upon returning to Los
Angeles, reentered private practice and did graduate study in engineering. Applied to and accepted into the NASA
astronaut training program, 1987, among rst group of astronaut trainees accepted after the 1986 Challenger
disaster. Assigned to the crew of Mission STS-47 aboard the Space Shuttle Endeavor as a Science Mission Specialist,
a new NASA role focusing on scienti c experiments. The mission ew September 12-20, 1992, logging 190 hours, 30
minutes and 23 seconds in space. After that one mission, left NASA and to start a consulting company, The Jemison
Group Inc. Also founded the Dorothy Jemison Foundation for Excellence (named in honor of her mother). The
foundation, among other projects, held youth science camps in the U.S., South Africa, Switzerland, and Tunisia. Also
founded the Jemison Institute for Advancing Technology in Developing Countries. Later founded another business,
BioSentient Corp. In 2012, through the Dorothy Jemison Foundation for Excellence, won the bid for 100 Year
Starship, a joint DARPA/NASA project. The project works to encourage and promote research and technology
directed at interstellar travel within 100 years. The organization formed around the project, maintaining the name
100 Year Starship, continues with Jemison as the organization’s principal.
Notable: Entered Stanford University at age 16. First African American woman and woman of African heritage in
space (had long been highly interested in space travel and a fan of the ctional character Uhura in the TV Series Star
Trek). Years later, she actually went on to become the rst real astronaut to have appeared in the Star Trek TV
franchise, playing the role of Lieutenant Palmer in the episode “Second Chances” in Star Trek: The Next Generation.
Ánimo Mae Jemison Charter Middle School in Los Angeles is named in Jemison’s honor.
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Mae Jemison in space inside the Spacelab Japan module, 1992. Image courtesy of National Archives.

Joanne Berger-Sweeney

Joanne Berger-Sweeney, 2012. Image from AFS-USA Intercultural Programs (CC by Creative Commons 2.0), via Wikimedia Commons.

b. 1958
Occupation: Neurobiologist, Academic Administrator
Born: Los Angeles, California
Education: Bachelors, Psychobiology, Wellesley College, 1979; Masters, Public Health, University of California,
Berkeley, 1981; PhD, Neuro-toxicology, Johns Hopkins School of Public Health, 1989. Post-doctoral work at the
National Institute of Health (INSERM) in Paris, France.
Professional Experience: Professor, 1991, Associate Dean, 2004, and Director of the Neuroscience Program at
Wellesley College; Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences at Tufts University in Massachusetts, 2010; President of
Trinity College in Connecticut, 2014
Notable: First African American woman to become a full professor at Wellesley College. First African American and
rst woman to become president of Trinity College.

John O. Dabiri
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John Dabiri, 2010. Image courtesy of MacArthur Fellowship.

b. 1980
Occupation: Biophysicist, Engineer, Researcher, College Instructor, Businessman
Born: Toledo, Ohio
Education: Bachelors, Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering, Princeton, 2001; Masters, Aeronautics, 2003, and PhD,
Bioengineering, 2005, both at California Institute of Technology.
Professional Experience: Professor at California Institute of Technology; Centennial Chair Professor California
Institute of Technology; Prominent researcher of hydrodynamics and biodynamics of jelly sh and other aquatic
animals; Designed a vertical-axis wind farm, adapted from schooling sh. Established California Institute of
Technology Field Laboratory for Optimized Wind Energy (FLOWE). Founded company, Scalable Wind Solutions,
providing software for optimizing the placement of wind turbines.
Notable: O ered tenured position California Institute of Technology at age 29. Named one of Popular Science
magazine's "Brilliant 10" scientists in 2008. Awarded a prestigious MacArthur Fellowship (commonly called a “Genius
Grant”), 2010.
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Abstract
Doretha K. Williams, Ph.D.
American Studies Program, April 2011
University of Kansas
The rise of club women in the late-nineteenth and early twentieth-centuries challenged
established definitions of true womanhood, redefined leadership roles in Black communities, and
questioned the complexities of economic class status. According to Deborah Gray White’s
analysis, Black women “with full knowledge of the ravages being wrought, proclaimed the
advent of the ‘woman’s era’ and came forth with a plan that made Black women the primary
leaders of the race, a plan based on the promise of equality between Black men and women.”1
Although club women’s histories abound, most take concern with women in southern states,
northern cities, and east coast urban centers who were battling urbanization, Jim Crow, and
economic blight, all while ushering in a new middle class generation. Unlike the well
represented areas of the nation, there is no book-length discussion examining club women in
Kansas. Nevertheless, I argue that the women participating in the greater Kansas club movement
tailored their programs to strengthen their communities. Out-migration became a constant
problem for Black communities in Kansas, causing leaders to search for ways to attract and
retain potential citizens. Neighborhoods struggled to bridge rural life and an emerging urban
society. Finally, Blacks worked to bring about the reality of full citizenship within the state and
the region. Monitoring the ebb and flow of unstable migration patterns, addressing the needs of
rural women, and re-visioning the failed and unfulfilled promises of the state, Kansas women
accomplished more than just incorporated art clubs; they strengthened a community in transition,
setting in motion the construction of a Black middle class. The significance of my work lies in
its exploration of the wide-ranging work of the little known women’s club phenomenon in the
1

Deborah Gray White, Too Heavy a Load: Black Women in Defense of Themselves, 1894-1994 (New York: W. W.
Norton, 1999), 40.
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Central Plains, but perhaps more importantly in the inclusion of resources that document this
history in order to map a more complex picture of the intersections of race, class, gender, and
region.
My research is a significant contribution to the study of the Great Migration, examining
movement patterns of African Americans in and out of the Central Plains beyond the Exodusters
saga or narratives of the western frontier. Often neglected for southern, northern or western
studies, Black populations in the Central Plains in the early twentieth century tell of a people in
search of full citizenship, land and opportunity. Analyzing African Americans in the Central
Plains illustrates the agricultural roots of the region and how the process of urbanization
influenced their communities, a transition repeated throughout the nation during a time of
migration and industrialization. While many African Americans left Kansas for points farther
west, Oklahoma or even northeast, studying those who remained in the region is important to the
complexity of the larger narrative of African American history. Interdisciplinary in nature, my
research engages historical scholarship, archival collections, Black feminist theory, literary
studies and material culture to provide a rich source of information to better understand the role
of “women’s work” in the development African American communities in Kansas.

3
West or Central Plains. As a personal quest, I wanted to illustrated Black communities in my
home state, a place known for the Exodusters and Brown V Board. I wanted to know what
happened between searching for full citizenship and fighting segregation. I also did not want to
find my answer through a male-dominated narrative like many other studies. So I searched
through the lives of Black women who left an impressive collection of materials.
Dissertation Chapter Outline
Chapter I Summary: To Promote Negro Womanhood: Scholarship, Theory, and Method
In this introduction, I will review relevant literature, offer a state of the field, and situate
my work within the established scholarship. I begin with a summary of literature dedicated to
Black women’s history, focusing on the club movement. Key elements in Black women’s club
movement scholarly literature includes issues of class, respectability, and the cult of true
womanhood. Throughout this dissertation, I will invoke Black feminist thought as a viable
theory for my work. Methodologically, I will use archival and quantitative research.
Although club women’s histories abound, most take concern with women in southern states,
northern cities, and east coast urban centers who were battling urbanization, Jim Crow, and
economic blight, all while ushering in a new middle-class generation. Unlike the wellrepresented areas of the nation, there is no book-length discussion examining club women in
Kansas. Nevertheless, I argue that the women participating in the greater Kansas club movement
tailored their programs to strengthen their communities. Out-migration became a constant
problem for Black communities in Kansas, causing leaders to search for ways to attract and
retain potential citizens. Neighborhoods struggled to bridge rural life and an emerging urban
society. Finally, Blacks worked to bring about the reality of full citizenship within the state and
the region. Monitoring the ebb and flow of unstable migration patterns, addressing the needs of
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rural women, and re-visioning the failed and unfulfilled promises of the state, Kansas women
accomplished more than just incorporated art clubs; they stabilized a community in transition,
setting in motion the construction of a Black middle-class. Examining these women as a study
underscores the notion that a national narrative cannot represent a local history.
Chapter II Summary: Creating Community in the Central Plains: Politics, Economics, and
Geography
The founding of the State Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs in 1900 created a
communal space for Kansas club women to assert their emerging middle-class stat, organize
their growing population, and further defines their purpose. Although not widely chronicled,
Black Kansas women actively participated in clubs in their own communities. The State
Federation supported the activities of Kansas club women, which included groups organized
around the arts and humanities, and domestic science. However, these women also found
themselves battling legislators, school boards and church authorities. At the16th Annual Session
of the State Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs, members stood and denounced the outright
illegal de jure Jim Crow laws in Parsons, pleading to the assistant county attorney for an
explanation. Later that same summer, club women responded to Ida B. Wells’s call for
resolutions supporting an anti-lynching law. African Americans understood the importance of
stimulating the economics of the state, often purchasing advertisements touting the benefits of
buying from local businesses and farms. Kansas women experienced a sense of pride, noted by
the establishment of the John Brown Club, an organization whose sole purpose was to remember
its namesake’s life and work. These women composed their state and regional songs with
references to sunflowers, the Kansas River, wheat, and rolling plains. Women established
organizations in the central and western counties and cities such as Salina, Great Bend, and
Newton, to the southeast cities of Parsons, Pittsburgh and Coffeeville, to the northeastern
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Although not widely chronicled, Black women in Kansas actively participated in clubs in
their own communities as well as on the national level.13 In general, the history of African
Americans in Kansas and the Central Plains has been neglected. At the most, the narrative of
Blacks in Kansas begins with the Exodusters movement in 1879 and ends with the Brown vs.
The Topeka Board of Education case in 1954, including very little, if any, information between
the two dates. While there was not much de jure discrimination in Kansas, although the threat
was ever-present, de facto discrimination was deeply woven in the fabric of the state. School
districts attempted to, and succeeded at times, to segregate schools, lynch mobs targeted African
Americans; whites excluded Blacks from basic services and facilities, and launched offensive
narratives in local newspapers. Black Kansans struck a balance between exercising fullcitizenship rights and struggling against familiar tenets of racism. Blacks often migrated,
labored and lived side by side with whites, yet continued to fight an encroaching racially-based
system of segregation and exclusion at the turn-of-the-century. As Black Kansans pressed for
equality under state and national law, those who benefitted from white supremacy fought to
reinforce and increase exclusionary practices and violent intimidation.
Kansas and the Central Plains remained mostly rural compared to other Midwestern and
northern states, which shaped economic and employment opportunities, and led to fluctuating
patterns of migration. African Americans lived in urban enclaves in the state that were often
situated on the edges of rural areas. While Kansas was a destination for some African
Americans, it also was a source of migrant population for urban areas. This movement
inevitably led to the development of small, close-knit, and locally-minded communities.
However, Black people in Kansas were highly aware of the neighboring states and nation that
13

Marilyn Dell Brady published articles about Kansas club women including, “Kansas Federation of Colored
Women’s Clubs.” Black Women in America: An Historical Encyclopedia. vol. 5 New York: Carlson Publications,
1993.” I will reference her work throughout my dissertation.
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surrounded them and the threats facing African Americans as a whole. If there was a Free State
tradition in the land of John Brown, there was also a history of Jim Crow, reinforced by the
migration of whites from all regions of the nation, but particularly the former slave states.
Black club women were active participants in community formation, creating their own
space, and were also members of an emerging middle-class. I argue that Kansas club women
were part of a small, yet engaged group of African Americans that provided community
leadership in issues specific to their region. In attempt to developed Black communities in the
state, Kansas women sought ways to strengthen their neighborhoods and towns. Kansas women
stabilized migration out of the region, redefined life in the Central Plains to a national audience,
created educational opportunities for their children and sought to form a life of full citizenship in
the state. While the women were concerned with their region, they were active in the national
movement and, at times, voiced the opinions and philosophies of the National Association of
Colored Women (NACW). Kansas clubs responded to national campaigns such as the Frederick
Douglas home restoration, and regularly participated in the many national meetings, including
the initial call-to-action in Boston. Kansas women, and their counterparts in the club movement,
were greatly concerned with their own moral and social status and were indeed conscious of
class, Christian value systems, education and piety.
Kansas women navigated a complicated relationship with the NACW, which was
geographically distant. Kansas women praised middle-class values, and the majority of Blacks
lived in the urban enclaves of the state, but some members lived in rural areas where they tended
family farms or worked in mills. Even those who lived in the urban communities in Kansas City
and Topeka remained close to agrarian life because their “city” abutted farmland. Rather than
seeing their rural sisters as those in need of “uplifting,” Kansas women understood them as
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News of the event spread beyond state borders thanks to the publication of an upstart
newspaper in Topeka. Among the three hundred guests, was the editor of the year-old Topeka
Plaindealer, who stated in a review article that “[c]onnected with this Kansas Federation are the
BEST WOMEN OF OUR RACE in the state.”78 Nick Chiles, along with J. H. Childers and Will
Harris, created the Topeka Plaindealer to “use every honorable means to advance the moral,
financial, and political interests of [their] people.”79 Childers served as the newspaper’s editor
until Chiles took that post in 1905. His ever more looming objectives were to; first, stimulate
the migration of African Americans to the state provided they were upstanding farmers and
business men who could contribute to the stability of the Black population, and to keep the
atrocities of racism in the United States, specifically in the South, ever in the minds of his
readers.
The Topeka Plaindealer covered club women, reviewing each annual summer session,
noting individual club meetings and activities, and commenting on the link between club
women’s work and the rise of middle-class Blacks in Kansas. The Topeka Plaindealer offered
the State Federation women a public venue and a guide for laboring in the righteous cause of
uplifting Black communities in the state. The newspaper worked to offer an outlet for African
Americans in the Central Plains, and thus the nation. “If a voice crying out for equity and justice
is here in Missouri,” stated the editors, “let Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, and Utah take it up till
everybody hears the cry for the rights of race or individuals.”80 Thus with the first issue
appearing in 1899, and the founding of the State Federation in 1900, the Topeka Plaindealer and
the Kansas club women accepted the challenge of grooming an emerging community. In this
chapter, I provide background of how the State Federation came to be. I begin by highlighting
78
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intellectual traditions emerged in their personal essays, speeches recited at public venues,
organizational conventions, newsletters and periodicals, and novels. These scholars sought to
discover what women such as Maria Stewart, Anna Julia Cooper, and Angelina Grimke, were
contemplating, arguing, and working toward. Scholars began to re-visit the club movement that
began in the nineteenth century. By utilizing Black women’s theoretical discourse, the lives,
culture, and activities of the clubwomen complicated the history of race and gender in the United
States. Although Black women vocalized their concerns for decades prior to the club movement,
it was during the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries that club women found their
collective boisterous voices. Shirley Wilson Logan’s We Are Coming: The Persuasive
Discourse of Nineteenth Century Black Women asserts that Black women’s rhetoric maintained
“common practices that were molded and constrained by prevailing conventions and
traditions.”30
Historiography of Black Club Women
To accurately depict the efforts of Black Kansas club women it is necessary to theorize
and historicize their activities rooted in the normative constraints of twentieth-century notion of
respectability. At the heart of their quest were meta-physical claims about human dignity and
equality for women and men living and dying on the Central Plains. It also allows me to explain
contradictions in their lives and work without uncomfortable scholarly apology. The triad of
race, class and gender is important to the discussion of club women and the general history of the
emerging Black middle-class Even though the majority of Black women in the United States
were struggling to support themselves and their families, there were a growing number of
women rising to the burgeoning Black middle-class. The elite upper class of African Americans

30
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partners in the struggle to build stable communities. The Kansas State Federation of Colored
Women’s Clubs were involved in political matters of the state and lobbied legislators, and they
grappled with maintaining membership and sustaining community, as shifting migration patterns
ebbed and flowed. Additionally, Kansas women exhibited a sense of pride in their region, noted
by the establishment of the John Brown Club, an organization whose sole purpose was to
remember its namesake’s as a symbol of freedom, equality and militancy. Their experience,
creative work, and regional songs, for instance, referenced sunflowers, the Kansas River, wheat,
and rolling plains. Black women established organizations in the central and western counties in
Salina, Great Bend, and Newton, to the southeast cities of Parsons, Pittsburgh and Coffeeville, to
the northeastern communities in Topeka, Kansas City, Lawrence, and Leavenworth. The women
participating in the greater Kansas club movement understood their role as community builders
and furthering a middle-class society. As they performed a delicate dance with the NACW,
male-dominated public discourses, and the patriarchal AME and Baptist churches in the region,
African American club women in Kansas create a public space for their activities.
Club women in Topeka organized the State Federation in 1900. Members of the Oak
Leaf Art Club invited other area club to join “a movement to further advancement of [their]
women.”14 Women from clubs located in the area including Topeka, Paola, Leavenworth, and
Kansas City, attended at the first gathering. During the first year, the Kansas federation
consisted of ten clubs, electing Mrs. Elizabeth Washington as its first president. By 1910, the
women boasted of having thirty organizations within the federation. By the time of their 16th
Annual session in June 1916, the Kansas federation included forty art, literary, civic and
motherhood clubs. Kansas club women joined with their regional organization, the Northwestern
14
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C. Blaine

VENERABLE,

Venerable

BLAINE,

Financier and PhiLintliropist,
born in Norborne, 'Missouri, June 18, 1884, tlie son of
Robert J. and Frances E. (Powell) Venerable. His father,
a Methodist Minister, died in 1910: his mother deceased
in

C.

1890.

Mr. Venerable received his early education in the public
schools of Kansas City, (Missouri), and in St. Louis,
Missouri where he graduated from the Sumner High

School. He later attended the L niversity of Kansas, earning his own living while attending the University. He
took care of five large churches and the People's State
Bank in thp University City V\hile attending the University, Mr. Venerable was offered a position as ,^sst.
Principal at one of the local schools, but sensing the vast
difference in pay, he continued his duties as church and
building janitor.
In 1919 Mr. Venerable moved to California, and soon
estab'ished a janitor and porter service. Before long he
had contracts with a number of large office buildings and
churches, and from 1922 to 1932 his business flourished
and he was well on his way to becoming a prosperous business man.

Mrs. C. Blaine Venerable

The war years were prosperous years for the house of
Venerable, and the financial comeback was much greater
than even they could expect. The Venerables, now retired
from their labors, are enjoying the comforts of a fine home
and the other pleasures that come with great wealth.
Mrs. Venerable who was born in Louisiana, Missouri;
educated in the public schools system of Chicago, and who
to California in 1921, is devcrfing much of her time
to religious and charitable work. She is active in her

came

church, the Neighborhood Community Church; Y. W.
C. A., the West View Hospital group and all other civic
and charitable causes for the uplift of her people. She is
an ardent bridge fan, and is a member of the Jolly Eight

Bridge Club.
Mr. Venerable, since his retirement, spends much of
his time helping others iti a worthy cause. He was one of
the largest contributors to the Outdoor Life and Health
Association; contributes large amounts to various church-

next few years were trying ones, but workin.? tohelping others less fortunate than they, working
church and praying, this Christian couple in 1941
received the answer to their prayers. Borrowing on the
one piece of property salvaged from the depression, they
purchased the Kentucky Hotel at 12th and Central Avenue. Later as profits began coming in, other hotels were
added to the chain, until the \enerable chain of hotels

and always has a helping hand to anyone who is deserving and in need. His generosity can best be shown by
his experience in 1947, when he visited the Goerge \\ ashington Carver School in his home town (Kansas City).
While making a talk to the student body, he asked, "How
many of the boys want to grow up and be like Jackie
Robinson?" Many said "yes" they wanted to, but one boy
said, "No", he wanted to grow up like the speaker.
This touched the heart of .Mr. Venerable and today, that
boy (Samuel Watson) is a protege of the Venerables, and
plans have been made to educate young Samuel, and also
help the family.
Mr. Venerable is a member of the Businessmen's Club,
on the Board of Managers at the YMCA. and a trustee
of his church, the Neighborhood Community Church.
His hobby is Gospel Singing and helping people.
Thus, this man who built his life on the "Golden Rule"
had the astute business sense to see opportunity when
presented, and who has acquired enough wealth to help
others of his race, exemplifies what ambition and hard

numbered seven

work can do

Like so many others during these critical years, he and
his companion whom he married in October of 1926,
the former Nellie Johnson of Chicago, 111., made heavy
investments in Southern California properties. These investments were all wiped out during the following years
of depression, and the Venerables salvaging only one parcel of property, had to start all over again.
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James H. Garrott

L. Fin lev

[-INLEY, CECIL LEVIN, Funeral Director, born
mingham, Alabama, the son of Clarence and
(Pa>i.e)

Parents

Finley.

in

Real

Estate

in

Bir-

Annie

Business

GARROTT, JAMES HOMER,

Architect, born in .Montgomery, .'Mabama, the sqn of James Henry and Fannie
(Walker) Garrott, representatives of one of Los Angeles'
pioneer families. The family came to Los Angeles in 1903.
The brothers of the late James Henry Garrott are Dr. A.
C. Garrott and Homer L. Garrott, Detective, both retired and residents of Los Angeles.
James Homer Garrott is a product of the Los Angeles
Public School System, having graduated from Los Angeles Polytechnic High School.

and

leachmg

Profession.
Finley received public school education in De.Michigan; later attending Minnesota College, completing Acauemic Course in 19,^7; then to the University
of .Minnesota and the University of Washington to purCecil

troit,

sue a course in .Medicine.

Finley was Manager of the Angelus
Washington. In 1943 he moved
California where he entered the San
Francisco College of .Mortuary Science from which he
graduated in 1944. In 1946 Mr. Finley purchased the
Butler Funeral Home, which has been established since

From 1935-39

.Mr.

Funeral

Home

to San

Francisco,

In 1928 he took the examination of the State Board
of Architectural Examiners and qualified as a licensed
Architect. As a profound student of his chosen profession
and wishing to keep in touch with modern trends in his
profession, he studied Architecture at the Universtiy of
Southern California from 1930 to 1934.
Mr. Garrott is successfully engaged in his profession
and specializes in modern architecture. The thoroughness
of his work, his reliability and efficiency have won him
a well merited reputation At the date of this review Mr.
Garrott, in cooperation with Mr. Aim, a colleague, has
completed plans for a new architectural office building

in Seattle,

1923.

The

Mr. Finley is that of the Episcoof the Elks, Masons, Shrine,
Knight and Daughters of Tabor,
The Eastern Star, the N.A.ACP, the YMCA and Business
and Professional .Mliance. Professionally, he is a member
of the California Mortician ,Association and the National
.Negro Funeral
Directors Association of the United
religious faith of

pal Church.

He

is

a

member

American Woodmen,

in

States.

Business Address; 1914 Sutter,

St.,

Hollywood.

Mr. Garrott's second marriage was to Helen Duncan
on February 13, 1942 in' Yuma, Arizona, He has no children from either marriage.

His hobbies are Music, Photography and Golf,

San Francisco, Cali-

Professionally,

fornia.

he

stitute of Architects

.\.

Andrew

J.

Roberts

&

Vice PresiSons, born in Ohio, the daughter of

J. and Ellen (Hemings) Roberts. Her early education was in the public schools of Los Angeles. Her college training was attained at the Colorado College of
Music and the Chicago College of Music.

Married Ivan Saunders

in

is

a

member

of;

faith

member

of the American

In-

a contributor to various archi-

is

that of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Engineer, born in
Kansas City, Missouri, the son of B. Grant and Louise
(Scott) Venerable—educated in the public schools of Kansas City and San Bernardino California. B. S. degree,
California Institute of Technology, class of 1932 (only
Negro to complete the undergraduate curriculum of this
institution). Married Thelma L. Scott of Topeka, Kansas—children, Grant Delbert II, Lynda Blaine and Lloyd

Los Angeles.

Electa Chapter, Eastern

is

VENERABLE, GRANT DELBERT,

Mrs. Saunders an accomplished musician, has played
in many recitals, giving her talent freely for the benefit
of church and civic organizations. She has been the accompanist for several concert artists, including Roland
Hayes, who was known as one of the world greatest singers. For a number of years Mrs. Saunders has served as
Organist in her church the A.M.E. Zion at Pico and Paloma in Los Angeles.

She

a

tectural publications. He is a pioneer in the liberal movement of Southern California, and an ardent worker in
the constant fight. for the rights of minorities. His religious

SAUNDERS, MYRTLE ESTELLE ROBERTS,
dent,

is

and

Dennis.

Mr. Venerable is a member: Alpha Phi Alpha FraternMasonic Lodge, Alumni Association, California InTechnology and the Bethel AME Church.

ity.

stitute of

Star,

American Woodmen and Chairman of Music, Phys-ArtLit-Mor Club.
Her hobby—Reading, the opera.
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.\USS CLARA E.--Registered Nurse, born in
limber Hill. Delaware District. Indian I'erritorv
daughter of William Edward and Elora f-.thel (Walker)
Porter. Her public schixjl education was received in (Oakland. (California, where the famil\' mo\ed when she was
a bab>'. She began her Nurse Training at l-'reedman's
Hospital. Washington. D.
and finished at Los .Angeles Counlv Hospital in U'27. She has served as Staff
Nurse for several \ears at County Hospital on the Ward,
and C'inic Nurse for five \ears. At present. .Miss Porter
for the Los Angeles (Cilv Health Deis a (Clinic Nurse
Little

(.'..,

of Paul
iley (Col-

Texas, where he completed his ccllege prein

athletics

1014,
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ISE ALIC.XANDICK. Registered Nurse, horn
Birmingham. .Alabama, the daughter of .Andrew James
and .Anna Laura (^oungl .Alexander. I-Cducated in the
public schools of Los .Angeles, graduate of Los .Angeles
(Countv (jeneral Hospital Nurse Training School, class
102').

Practiced. U)2') to U»41.
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Hospital:
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married Daniel P. Rankin.
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On June 21. P)2< in Texarkana. Texas \\r. Steward
was married to .Miss Dov ie I'earonce. a school and music
teacher ol that citv. She attended Bishop (College and is
a graduate of Prairie \ lew State I niversitv
She has

ami

the (Congregational (Church.
:

began

work received national attention which resulted in
Steward's being ca'led to St. Louis where he served
five veais as Bovs' Woik Director of the Pine St. ^.MCA,
and two vears as .Assistant Executive Secretarv. During
this time he became founder of the Guide Right .Movement of Kappa .Alpha Psi l-raternitv of which he was
National Director lor many vears. 'Then to St. Joseph.
.Missouri to establish the Sixteenth Street Branch 'I'.NKCA.
and serve as its Executive Secretary until he was invited
bv the ^,\t(C.A of Dallas. Texas to become the Executive
Se.Tetarv, In Dallas he was responsible for collecting the
S40. 000,00 necessarv to start the bui'ding of the ,Moreland Branch N',M(C,A. In \^1U he went to (Chicago, and
while there served on the Board of .Managers of the
W abash Branch and did volunteer work among out-ofwork, and out-ol-school vouths. In l'-)^fi he was called to
Denver to serve as l:\eculive Secretarv' of the (Cilanarm
Branch N'.M(C.A. remaining ihere eight and a half vears
before coming to Los .Angeles in .August 1044.
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the pub-
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She

in

(jrammar School

aco, Texas. Later he entered

social

Steward's twentv-five years as a ^MC.A Secrein Los .Angeles in P'I9 when he became the
first Negro 'I'.NUC.A Bovs' Work Secretarv west of Kansas
(^itv. under T. .A, (jreen, the Executive Secretary of the
.Ninth Street Branch. His work with the Y.M(C.A Boys'
(Club, which interested Negro high school bovs in participating in all phases of high school life including athletics, dramatics and music, was a contributing factor in
the recognition and acceptance of Negro bovs as high
school, and later college and university representatives.
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Soon after the L nited States entered World War I. .Mr.
Steward became a volunteer enlistee and served with the
32ith I'ield Signal Battalion. ,American Expeditionary

Episcopal (Church.
the wife of
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A, B, as a
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is

II,

experience in leadership was in the
coach and manager ol the college
baseball and football teams respectively. He was president
of the class of P)14, In l')16 he became a student at Lincoln L niversitv in Pennsvlvania. pursuing the degree of
field
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at the OutdiK)r Life and Health
Duarte. (California two years She is a
member of the Chi Eta Phi Sororitx Home Owners Defense CCouncil and the National .Nurses .Association. Her
religious laith is indicated in her membership of the St.
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maile her iormal Social debut in June l^Hd. She is. also,
a t;rai,uate Irom the Los .Angeles Cxiuntx General Hospital
Los .Anneles

Nocational (Counsellor and (Civic

workei throughout the State of Texas.
Leon Steward received his early education
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taken
course in nurserv work at (Chica,go Normal (Colle!;e
She was a student six vears at Denver I niversitv
.Musical Colle.ge under ,Arthur Rii;,-;s. Now conducts a
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I'owen .Methodist (Church and a member of Silhouettes.
W ives of Kappa .Alpha Psf I'ralernitv members.
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Route 66 Properties Listed in Black Traveler Guidebooks
Reporting: August, 2014

California/Los Angeles (cont):
Johnson's Motel
LaDale Hotel
Lanakia / Lanakai Hotel
Lincoln Hotel
Mack's Manor Hotel
Manchester Motel
Marria Hotel
Mayfair Hotel
McAlpin Hotel
Morris Hotel
Thomas Motel / Moulin Rouge Motel
Norbo Hotel
Notel Motel
Olympic Hotel
Palms Wilshire
Palm-Vue Motel
Park Wilshire Apt. Hotel
Raywood Motel
Hotel Reed
Regal Hotel
Roberson's Motel
Roberson's Annex
Santa Barbara Motel
Sheridan Hotel
Sky Terrace Motel
Sojourner Truth Industrial Home
Sojourner's Hotel
Statler Hilton
Mrs. Rose Tizel T.H
Vallee Vista Tourist Home
Watkins Hotel
(Hayes) Western Motel
YMCA
YWCA
Alena's Club House

11816 S. Wilmington Ave.
802 E. Jefferson Blvd.
916 E. 25th St.
549 Ceres Ave.
1085 W. Jefferson Blvd.
800 E. Manchester Blvd.
1505 E. 103rd St.
1256 W. 7th St.
648 Stanford Ave.
809 E. 5th St.
2050 W. Jefferson Blvd.
529 E. 6th St.
4766 S. Main St.
843 S. Central Ave.
626 S. Alvarado St.
3922 S. Western Ave.
2424 Wilshire Blvd.
8200 S. Figueroa St.
1711-1/2 E. 103rd St.
815 E. 6th St.
2111 E. Imperial Blvd.
1757 Imperial Highway
1758 W. Santa Barbara Ave.
1824 Central Ave.
Normandie Ave. & Jefferson Blvd.
1119 E. Adams St. (women)
1119 E. Adams Blvd.
930 Wilshire Blvd.
2150 Hobart Blvd.
2408 Cimarron St.
2022 W. Adams Blvd.
3700 S. Western Ave.
1006 E. 28th St.
1108 E. 12th St.
2615 S. Western Ave.

Motel
Hotel
Hotel
Hotel
Hotel
Motel
Hotel
Hotel
Hotel
Hotel
Motel
Hotel
Motel
Hotel
Hotel
Motel
Hotel
Motel
Hotel
Hotel
Motel
Motel
Motel
Hotel
Motel
Rooms
Hotel
Hotel
Rooms
Rooms
Hotel
Motel
Rooms/Meals
Rooms/Meals
Restaurant

1949-1954
1954-1957
1949-1952
1939-1960
1952-1960
1962-1963
1949
1962-1963
1947-1960
1947-1949
1953-1960
1950-1955
1962-1963
1941-1960
1949-1952
1960-1963
1949-1952
1962-1963
1949
1940-1960
1949-1956
1949-1951
1962-1963
1940-1947
1963
1930
1940-1949
1962-1963
1957-1960
1951-1960
1949-1960
1949-1956, 1962-1963
1930
1930
1949

Demolished
Standing
Demolished
Standing
Demolished
Standing
Demolished
Standing
Demolished
Standing
Demolished
Standing
Standing
Demolished
Standing
Demolished
Standing
Standing
Demolished
Standing
Standing
Standing
Location Uncertain
Demolished
Standing
Standing
[S]
Demolished
Demolished
Unknown Status
Standing
Standing
Demolished
Demolished
Demolished

SIGNIFICANCE AND IMPLICATIONS OF TOLHURST V. VENERABLE TO THE
HISTORY OF WEST ADAMS HEIGHTS
When West Adams Heights was laid out in 1902, the deeds for each parcel contained a number
of requirements and restrictions. These included requirements for size and quality of
construction, set-backs from property lines, and exclusion of anyone who was not Caucasian,
specifically Negroes, Asians, Hispanics, and Jews. These and other ethnic minorities were seen
as an inferior class, and thus separate from the dominant majority. Restrictive racial covenants
were common in the U.S., where the intent was to keep "white" neighborhoods "white." Such
covenants were used by many real estate developers to "protect" entire subdivisions. Several
attempts were made in the courts to have such exclusionary practices invalidated and an equal
number of legal arguments were made by the opposing camp to maintain them. In Los Angeles
alone, in a four year period, over 200 such cases were filed. During the 1920’s, the NAACP
sponsored several unsuccessful legal challenges against racial covenants but a 1926 case
reaffirmed the validity of such covenants, declaring that they were considered a “private action”
and therefore not subject to the 14th Amendment. It was not until 1948 that the landmark Shelley
v. Kraemer judgment overturned a previous decision by stating that exclusionary covenants were
unconstitutional under the 14th Amendment and legally unenforceable. However, the stage was
set for that decision by one that took place in West Adams Heights.
The first case dealing with this subject was Buchanan v. Warley in 1917, in which the Court held
that a law preventing the sale of real property to Blacks was unconstitutional according to the
14th Amendment. Then, in 1921, residents of a neighborhood in Washington D.C. entered into a
covenant in which they promised never to sell their homes to “any person of the Negro race or
blood.” The response to that was the 1926 lawsuit of Corrigan v. Buckley, in which the issue
was whether or not a signor of that restrictive covenant had violated the agreement with the other
property owners by selling her property to a Negro family, not whether the covenant itself was
illegal. The ruling was that such clauses constituted a “private action” and thus were not subject
to the Fourteenth Amendment. Property covenants are not laws, and thus technically exempt
from the 14th Amendment. As a result, restrictive covenants proliferated until Shelley v. Kraemer
in 1948 in which the contract was declared legal but unenforceable. This set the precedent for
other lawsuits, which finally ended the restrictive covenants which had sustained racial housing
discrimination for too many years.
African Americans had been integrating neighborhoods in and near the West Adams district for
several years. In 1938, Norman O. Houston, President of Golden State Life Insurance Company
(the largest Black–owned insurance company in the western United States) purchased a home at
2211 Hobart, in West Adams Heights. Ten years later the company would construct its landmark
headquarters building around the corner, at Western and Adams. With both the Great Depression
and World War II in full swing, owners were glad to sell to anyone who had the financial means
to buy, regardless of race. West Adams Heights, with its grand homes and strategic location, was
particularly appealing to African Americans who had achieved a measure of success, in particular
those in the entertainment business, including Hattie McDaniel, Louise Beavers, and Joel
Fluellen.
Joesefa Tolhurst, a wealthy widow, was one of the early residents of West Adams Heights, and a
product of an outdated social attitude. Upset by what she regarded as an incursion by those
whom she saw only in a subservient role, in 1945 she sought legal remedy by attempting to

enforce the restrictive racial covenants which dated from 1902 when West Adams Heights was
developed. She enlisted people of like mind, not just in West Adams Heights, but other
neighborhoods as well, in what amounted to an early version of a class action lawsuit. Each
plaintiff sued one defendant in each neighborhood, in addition to several defendants sued by
Mrs. Tolhurst in West Adams Heights.
The reason for the individual lawsuits seems to have been two-fold: to give the impression that
the “problem” was widespread and not solely the complaints of one old lady, as well as to make
responding to the suits as difficult as possible. As to the latter, the issue was dealt with by a
motion to consolidate all the cases into one action before the court, since they were all essentially
identical. Black Attorney Loren Miller, renowned for his courtroom skill and something of a
legend when it came to discrimination cases, represented the defendants.
Loren Miller was born in Nebraska but grew up in Kansas. He began his law practice there,
although his first interest was journalism. He moved to Los Angeles in the early 1930’s where he
began to write for the Black weekly newspaper the California Eagle, where he gained a
reputation for passion and eloquence. He was admitted to the California Bar in 1933 and brought
the same qualities to the courtroom. He gained such a reputation that other lawyers would often
postpone their own cases just to come in and listen to him. By the 1940’s he was actively
engaged in protesting discriminatory practices against African Americans, particularly those
involving housing discrimination. By 1947 he had represented over one hundred plaintiffs
seeking to invalidate restrictive housing covenants against African Americans. Following the
conclusion of Shelley v. Kraemer, Miller was named co-chair of the West Coast legal committee
of the NAACP and also served as a vice president of the NAACP. He was also a member of the
Civil Rights Committee of the State Bar Association and a published author. In 1964, former
governor Edmund G. Brown of California appointed Miller a Superior Court Justice of
California, where he served until his death on July 14, 1967.
In 1951 he purchased the California Eagle, which he used as a platform to continue to press for
fair housing practices and full equality. In 1953, Miller represented the case Barrows v. Jackson,
346 U.S. 249, Los Angeles, California. In this racial restrictive covenant case, the U.S. Supreme
Court expanded upon Shelley v. Kraemer by disallowing damage awards when racial covenants
were violated. Barrows had been awarded damages when she sued Jackson for violation of a
restrictive covenant that barred the sale of Jackson’s property in Los Angeles to a “nonCaucasian.” The Court upheld a decision by a California District Court of Appeals that
determined the awarding of damages a state action that discriminated against African Americans.
With the rise of private corporate litigators like the NAACP to bear the expense, civil suits had
become the pattern in modem civil rights litigation.
The allegations made in the West Adams Heights case were, 1) that there was a covenant in place
until December 31, 2035 which restricted anyone who was not Caucasian from living in West
Adams Heights; the only exception was servants; 2) that such limitations were for the benefit of
those who had made the covenant; and 3) “the use and occupancy of said negro (sic) race
defendant and the continuation of such occupancy is causing the plaintiff great and irreparable
injury” and that the occupancy makes the plaintiff’s property “undesirable to her and other
Caucasians and injures the rental and sale value of the premises.”

On their face, it seems obvious (now) that there was no basis for legal action. Restrictive
covenants were not laws, merely agreements and therefore the defendants were not guilty of any
criminal action. Further, there was no evidence of the “injury” purported by the plaintiff. But the
larger point to be made, with potentially far-reaching implications, was the matter of government
complicity in these “agreements.”
Hattie McDaniel and her then husband James Lloyd Crawford also hired a separate attorney to
present an amicus brief to the court. Their argument was that, 1) there was no cause of action
because no law had been broken, and, 2) that it was unconstitutional for a court to “lend its aid to
the enforcement” of something that violated the Constitution of the United States. It was a
brilliant argument because it made clear that such a finding had nothing to do with actions by
individuals, but rather the actions of the court in supporting such individual actions. It is the
court that is bound by the 14th Amendment. Standing alone, covenants are not a violation of 14th
Amendment rights, however, judicial enforcement of them would be.
The Constitution is a limitation or guide with respect to the conduct of the government, not a
limitation on private conduct. (The one exception to that is the Thirteenth Amendment which
prohibits slavery.) However, there are situations in which both the government and private
individuals are involved in an action in which it is alleged that Constitutional rights are being
violated. In those cases, it is necessary for a court to determine whether the government’s role in
such action is sufficient to apply the tenets of the Constitution. In such cases the “judicial
enforcement theory” states that judicial enforcement of private discrimination may constitute
state action and that such state action violated the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment.
The judicial enforcement theory was canonized in Shelly v. Kraemer, but the brief submitted by
Louis Brown for the law firm Pacht, Pelton, Warne, Ross & Bernhard on behalf of Hattie
McDaniel and her husband actually articulated the idea first in the West Adams Heights case.
They cited several previous cases from across the country which involved similar issues of
restrictions against African Americans, including voting rights and access to educational training,
all of which were found to be unconstitutional according to the Fourteenth Amendment. The
brief referenced prior cases in which court actions were limited by the Fourteenth Amendment
and further pointed out that although the United States Supreme Court had yet to rule on the
constitutional issue of restrictive covenants, that was not the question at hand. They further
referenced two Law Review articles on the topic, driving home the point that the courts are
bound by the constitution and that to enforce the restrictive covenant would be “to commit error
on constitutional grounds.”
Counsels for the defendants also submitted motions to exclude any evidence and objecting to the
introduction of any evidence on the grounds that the complaints did not state a cause of action
according to legal statute. The court granted the motions. With that, the trial hit a wall; without
the ability to use the court as a soapbox to proclaim their resentment and animosity with regard
to their neighbors, the case was effectively over.
As a “test run” for a more expansive ruling, Tolhurst v. Venerable was a success. It was no
accident that a few years later, in the case of Shelley v. Kraemer, attorney Loren Miller, along
side Thurgood Marshall, put forth this argument before the Supreme Court. (Both Miller and
Marshall have been interchangeably credited as the sole lawyer in the case, but the transcript

states that Marshall, who had extensive experience before the Supreme Court was one who
actually argued the case but it is likely that Miller brought him the case in his capacity as head of
the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund.) Because the Tolhurst v. Venerable case had
been heard before a regional court, it was used as a precedent for case law but was not canonized
as case law.
As stated in the California Law Review, “The holding of Shelley was, and continues to be, fairly
controversial. The idea that judicial enforcement of the provisions of a private agreement or
covenant can, in and of itself, amount to state action and thus subject a private agreement to
federal constitutional restraints is a sweeping notion. It certainly raises the problematic issue of
distinguishing what is private from what is public for constitutional purposes. Read broadly, if
any judicial enforcement can constitute state action, then nothing is truly private — every private
action or agreement becomes potentially subject to a claim of state action and thus to a claim of
federal constitutional protection. This problem was aggravated by the Court’s failure to state a
clear set of rules for lower courts to apply the Shelley state action theory.” However controversial
or vague, Shelley v. Kraemer has continued to be the standard applied to other cases involving
minority groups and equal protection. (It is likely that this is the ruling used as the basis for the
recent Gay Marriage decision.)
The case was heard by Judge Thurmond Clarke, who, like most of the attorneys involved, had a
distinguished career. Born in Santa Paula, California, Clarke received his law degree from the
University of Southern California in 1927. He was a Los Angeles deputy district attorney for two
years and then a deputy City Attorney until 1932. He was a of the Los Angeles Municipal Court
judge from 1932 to 1935, and of the Los Angeles Superior Court of Los Angeles from 1935 to
1955 and then appointed by President Dwight D. Eisenhower to a new seat on the U.S. District
Court for the Southern District of California; he became its chief judge in 1966. He then moved
to the District Court for the Central District. He remained a judge until he passed away in
February, 1971.
The day the case was adjudicated, the courtroom was packed. Approximately 250 AfricanAmerican citizens were there to hear the decision and bear witness to the result, be it for better or
for worse. The case was also followed by the press, including the Los Angeles Times and Time
Magazine.
In an unusual move, Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Thurmond Clarke decided to visit the
area under dispute—West Adams Heights—and then summarily threw the case out of court
without hearing any witness testimony, because there was no prima facie case. Some have argued
that this was a case of legislating from the bench, but actually Judge Clarke merely followed or
extended previous rulings as cited in the amicus brief. Using those as his findings, he also took
the opportunity to make a personal statement in rendering his judgment: "It is time that members
of the Negro race are accorded, without reservations or evasions, the full rights guaranteed them
under the 14th Amendment to the Federal Constitution. Judges have been avoiding the real issue
too long. Certainly there was no discrimination against the Negro race when it came to calling
upon its members to die on the battlefields in defense of this country in the war just ended."

It is possible that were it not for the high profile of the defendants, the case would not have
received the same attention. Los Angeles was, and remains, dominated by news of the movie
industry. That so many well known and successful entertainers were being sued, not for any
violation of the law, but merely for living “next door” was certainly noteworthy. The ability of
the defendants to pay for the best legal defense also contributed to their success.
Eventually, social consciousness began to change (at least in some parts of the country) and
restrictive covenants were no longer written. Perhaps a more progressive, tolerant attitude
prevailed or maybe just a realization that the government would no longer cooperate in enforcing
these agreements. Time also played a role as the early covenants began to expire. It may have
been a combination of factors which finally put an end to these racist documents, if not the latent
attitudes. Contemporary life has seen discrimination take new directions against new targets, but
the fundamental principles which were upheld in Shelly v. Kraemer continue to resonate. For
many years the full story and its implications of what happened in Tolhurst v. Venerable have
been overlooked and the details mis-stated. However, it is clear that West Adams Heights and the
events of 1945 hold a unique place in legal history as the “ground zero” for the early steps in the
modern Civil Rights Movement with regard to housing discrimination.
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Video Oral History Interview with Grant Venerable, Section
A2013_100_001_001, TRT: 1:29:43 2013/04/09
Grant Venerable describes his family background.
Venerable’s mother, Thelma Lorraine Scott Venerable, was
born in Topeka, Kansas in 1916. Venerable describes his
maternal family’s migration from Kentucky to Kansas,
and his grandparents’ decision to move to Los Angeles,

and his grandparents’ decision to move to Los Angeles,
California in 1919. Venerable’s mother’s family lived in
the Boyle Heights neighborhood in Los Angeles which he
describes as a multi-ethic “Cultural Eden.” His mother
attended John Francis Polytechnic High School and Los
Angeles Junior College, where she studied book-keeping
and pipe organ. She went on to spend her career as a
bookkeeper for Golden State Mutual Life Insurance
Company. Venerable’s father, Grant Venerable, was born
in Kansas City, Missouri in 1904. He attended Crispus
Attucks Elementary School and went on to study civil
engineering at the California Institute of Technology
(Caltech). Venerable discusses his paternal family’s
history under slavery, and their cultural inheritance from
the family of the slave-owners.
Affirmative action programs.
Affirmative action programs.
Affirmative action programs.
Affirmative action programs.
Affirmative action programs.
Video Oral History Interview with Grant Venerable, Section
A2013_100_001_002, TRT: 2:29:57 2013/04/09
Grant Venerable traced his paternal ancestry to the
Venable family of Virginia. He discusses the change in his
family name from “Venable” to “Venerable.” Venerable’s
father attended Lincoln High School in Kansas City,
Missouri. In 1919, he moved to San Bernardino,
California, where he attended San Bernardino High
School. He went on to attend college at several institutions
in Southern California, before enrolling at Caltech in the
late 1920s. Venerable describes his father’s experience in
school and in college, where he took a course taught by
Albert Einstein. In 1932, he graduated with a degree in
civil engineering, but due to the limited job opportunities
during the Depression, he worked as an insurance
salesman at Golden Gate Mutual Life Insurance Company.
Venerable describes his father’s trip to Chicago to meet
chemist, Lloyd Hall, how his parents met and married in
1939, and his father’s career in manufacturing durable
blackboard erasers.
Affirmative action programs.

Affirmative action programs.
Affirmative action programs.
Affirmative action programs.
Affirmative action programs.
Video Oral History Interview with Grant Venerable, Section
A2013_100_001_003, TRT: 3:28:31 2013/04/09
Grant Venerable grew up in Los Angeles, California,
where he lived in the multicultural Boyle Heights
neighborhood. In this section of the interview, Venerable
describes his childhood memories. He lost his mother at
the age of eight, and regarded his paternal aunt, Neosha
Venerable Tatum, as his closest female relative. He
describes his parents’ personalities, and talks about his
step mother, Ida Wells Lee. Venerable and his family
attended Bethel AME Church, which was pastored by his
great uncle, Thomas Lesley Scott. Venerable also
describes his experience in elementary school, and his
interest in music and painting. Lastly, he reflects upon
growing up as a young boy without being conscience of
the issues of race.
Affirmative action programs.
Affirmative action programs.
Affirmative action programs.
Affirmative action programs.
Affirmative action programs.
Video Oral History Interview with Grant Venerable, Section
A2013_100_001_004, TRT: 4:29:21 2013/04/09
Grant Venerable was raised in Los Angeles, California,
where he attended Manuel Arts High School. He describes
his experience in high school, the influence of his teachers,
and his leadership roles. Venerable became interested in
science at a young age, and his interest increased in high
school and college. He describes his scientific curiosity
and his experiments in school and college. In this section
of the interview, Venerable also discusses his first
exposure to issues of race and racial violence when
Emmett Till was murdered in 1955.
Affirmative action programs.
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Chemist, artist, and author Grant D. Venerable was
born on August 31, 1942 in Los Angeles, California.
After receiving his B.S. degree in chemistry from the
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) in
1965, Venerable enrolled at the the University of
Chicago and graduated from there with his M.S.
degree in physical chemistry in 1967, and Ph.D. degree
in physical chemistry in 1970. He completed the
research for his doctoral dissertation as a Resident

research for his doctoral dissertation as a Resident
Research Associate in the Radiation Chemistry Section
of the Argonne National Laboratory. Upon graduation,
he was awarded the United States Atomic Energy
Commission Fellowship for postdoctoral studies in
radiation biology at UCLA’s Laboratory of Nuclear
medicine.
In 1971, Venerable was appointed as a high school
chemistry and biology instructor with the Duarte
Unified School District. He then taught chemistry at
California Polytechnic State University-San Luis
Obispo from 1972 to 1978, and the University of
California, Santa Cruz in Oakes College from 1978 to
1980. During the 1980s, he was as a systems scientist
in the Silicon Valley industry. From 1982 to 1989,
Venerable served as the executive vice president of
Omnitrom Associates while simultaneously serving as
a partner in the Coral and Courtland Groups. From
1992 to 1999, he was president and CEO of Ventek
Software, Inc. Venerable has also consulted for several
other California companies including Banks Brown,
Inc.
From 1989 to 1996, he served on the faculty at San
Francisco State University in the College of Ethnic
Studies where he developed and taught a new field
blending history of science and ethnic studies.
Venerable was also integral to the development of the
“Step To College.” In addition, Venerable served at
Chicago State University as the Associate Provost and
as a professor of chemistry and African American
studies (1996-1999), at Morris Brown College as the
Dean of Faculty, interim Dean of the College, Provost,
and professor-at-large of science and civilization
(1999-2002), as chair of the Council of Chief
Academic Officers for the Atlanta University Center
(1999-2002), and as the Provost and Senior Vice
President for Academic and Student Affairs (20102011) and the Vice President for Academic Affairs
(2002-2010) at Lincoln University (Pennsylvania). He
held adjunct teaching appointments at the California
Institute of Integral Studies in the MBA degree

Institute of Integral Studies in the MBA degree
program in information and technology, and in the
chemistry departments of Laney College of Oakland
and California State University, Los Angeles.
His publications include six books, forty
commissioned oil paintings on molecular structure,
dozens of academic articles and editorials in such
places as the San Francisco Examiner and the Wall
Street Journal. Venerable’s honors and awards include
the National Educational Leadership Award from the
JGT Foundation, the Step To College Distinguished
Teaching Award from San Francisco State University,
the California Alliance for Arts Education Outstanding
Achievement Award, and the Alpha Chi Sigma
Chemistry Fraternity Molecular Art Appreciation
Award, and the Distinguished Teaching Award of Cal
Poly State University, San Luis Obispo.
Grant D. Venerable, II was interviewed by The
HistoryMakers on April 9, 2013.
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Video Oral History Interview with Grant Venerable, Section
A2013_100_001_005, TRT: 5:28:51 2013/04/09
In 1961, Grant Venerable graduated from Manuel Arts
High School, and then enrolled in the University of
California, Los Angeles [UCLA], where he majored in
chemistry. Venerable was mentored and influenced by
several notable chemists at UCLA, including Professors
Mostafa El-Sayed, Kenneth Trueblood, Nobel Laureate
Willard Frank Libby, and the head of the kinesiology
department, Donald Handy. While there, he was also
inspired to blend his interest in art and science, and began
creating oil paintings of chemical structures and
molecules. Venerable talks about his rich cultural
experience at UCLA, where he attended lectures by
prominent cultural and political figures, and meet
historian, John Hope Franklin. He also reflects upon the
Civil Rights Movement and the socio-political climate in
the United States in the 1960s.
Affirmative action programs.
Affirmative action programs.
Affirmative action programs.
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Video Oral History Interview with Grant Venerable, Section
A2013_100_001_006, TRT: 6:28:25 2013/04/09
In 1965, Grant Venerable graduated from the University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA), with a B.S. degree in
chemistry. He then went on to attend the University of
Chicago, which was well known for producing African
American scientists, including chemist and professor,
Henry McBay, and HistoryMakers Billy Joe Evans,
Reatha Clark King and Gloria Anderson. Venerable
describes his experience as a physical chemist at the
University of Chicago, and explains the disciplines of
organic, inorganic and physical chemistry. In 1967, he

organic, inorganic and physical chemistry. In 1967, he
received his M.S. degree in chemistry under the tutelage
of Mark Inghram. Venerable then went on to pursue his
Ph.D. degree at Argonne National Laboratory, where he
worked with Professor Jack Halpern and studied cobalt
cyanide complexes.
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Affirmative action programs.
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Video Oral History Interview with Grant Venerable, Section
A2013_100_001_007, TRT: 7:28:32 2013/04/09
In 1967, Grant Venerable began his Ph.D. degree at
Argonne National Laboratory and the University of
Chicago, where he worked on his dissertation, entitled
‘The Pulse Radiolysis of Transition Metal Cyanide
Complexes in Aqueous Solution.’ Venerable describes his
research, and its implications for experimental chemistry.
He also discusses the history of the Manhattan Project
team in returned to the University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA), where he worked on gamma radiolysis
of biochemical compounds. In this section of the
interview, Venerable describes his experience in searching
for a faculty position at a university, his teaching
assignment at San Francisco State University, his
experience teaching at Duarte High School, and his
recruitment to California Polytechnic State University. He
also talks about his involvement in the Black Students
Alliance at the University of Chicago in the 1960s.
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GRANT DELBERT VENERABLE II, PHD
Artist | Teacher | Chemical Scientist

1942

Born to Grant
Delbert Venerable
and Thelma L.
(Scott) Venerable
in Los Angeles, CA.

1942

1992
1992

Is the president
and chief executive
officer of Ventek
Software, Inc.
until 1999.

1965

Earns a Bachelor of
Science in chemistry
from the University
of California, Los
Angeles.

1965

1996
1996

Is associate provost,
associate vice president and professor
of chemistry and
African-American
studies at Chicago
State University
until 1999.

1967

Earns a Master of
Science in physical
chemistry from
the University of
Chicago.

1967

1996
1996

Receives the
National Educational Leadership
Award from the JGT
Foundation of San
Francisco.

1970

Earns a Doctor of
Philosophy in physical chemistry from
the University of
Chicago.

1970
1999
1999

Is the dean of
faculty, provost and
vice president for
academic affairs
at Morris Brown
College in Atlanta,
GA until 2002.

1971

Completes a postdoctoral fellowship
with the U.S. Atomic
Energy Commission
at the Lab of Nuclear
Medicine at UCLA.

1971

2001
2001

Is the chair of the
Council of Chief
Academic Officers
at the Atlanta
University Center
until 2002.

1971

Is a chemistry and
biology instructor
within the Duarte
Unified School
District until 1972.

1971

2002
2002

Is the provost,
senior vice president
for academic and
student affairs at
Lincoln University
(PA) until 2011.

1972

Is an assistant prof.
and promoted to a
tenured associate
prof. at the California Polytechnic
State University in
San Luis Obispo, CA
until 1978.

1972

2016
2016

Is a visiting chemistry
lecturer at California
Polytechnic State
University in San
Luis Obispo, CA.

A Timeline of Professional Milestones

1982

1978

Is a chemistry
lecturer at the
University of
California, Santa
Cruz until 1980.

1978

2017
2017

Teaches as a
chemistry adjunct
instructor at the
Georgia Military
College until 2019.

Is the executive vice
president of Omnitrom Associates
until 1989.

1982

2019
2019

Begins publications
of four volumes,
“Footprints in the
Chaotic Unknown:
Art, Science, Oracles,
Kinfolk.”

1989

Is a lecturer in the College of Ethnic Studies
at San Francisco State
University until 1996.

1989

2021
2021

Maintains membership with the American Association for
the Advancement
of Science and the
American Chemical
Society.
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Ismail Muhammad: "You can’t disentangle blackness and California."
By Ismail Muhammad

September 20, 2019

My maternal grandmother Olivia Du y never intended to live in Los Angeles; her arrival in the

city was the result of a merciful instance of deus ex machina. A high school graduate without the
means to attend college in her home state of Louisiana, but who had heard stories of black

communities ourishing in Oakland, California, she joined a childhood friend in stu ng her
belongings into the back of a car.

ey drove west from Oakdale in the summer of 1945, but their timing was o .

e journey

ended up being belated, and by the time they crossed into California, America had dropped two
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

e tragedies on the other side of the Paci c

signaled the end of both the war and the wartime economic boom that had drawn so many
African American migrants to California.

ey ocked to Oakland’s shipyards and transformed

themselves into crucial elements of the American war e ort; in the process, these migrants

transformed Oakland into a stronghold of African American political activism and culture.
All that turned out to be of little consequence for my grandmother. Olivia and her friend had
been taking their time nearly 400 miles south of Oakland, driving down Abbot Kinney

Boulevard in Venice Beach. Who knows why they chose to dawdle—maybe they took news of

the war’s end as the end of their dream in Oakland, maybe they allowed themselves to delight in
the low-slung bohemian charm and creeping decrepitude of that bizarre neighborhood, a

rundown former tourist resort modeled after the Venetian canals, so unlike anything they’d

known in the woods of rural Louisiana—but suddenly they felt hesitant about continuing on to
Oakland. Luckily, the car made the decision for them; before long its engine began to wheeze.
ey became Angelenos by happenstance.
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Olivia settled into a Venice boarding house while working as a caretaker. Eventually she’d saved

up enough money to purchase a bungalow on Broadway Street, at the center of Oakwood, Venic
Beach’s black enclave. Her mother got tired of Jim Crow and followed her daughter to Los

Angeles, taking up residence in the Broadway bungalow. It was there that Olivia made her life,
not Oakland: there that she built a business o ering caretaking services to local elderly people;

there that she gave birth to ve daughters; there that she married men when she was in love with
them, and there that she divorced when she tired of them. It was in Los Angeles that my

grandmother, seeking a freedom that she couldn’t imagine in Jim Crow Louisiana, decided to
make a home.
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You can’t disentangle blackness and California.

Olivia eventually moved her family out of the Westside, to the South Los Angeles community o
Vermont Square. For the majority of its existence in California, my family has resided in South
Central. Venice still possesses a nostalgic appeal for my family, though, as the neighborhood
where our history in California begins. It’s part of our origin story, which I proudly recite to

anyone who will listen. I got the habit from my mother, who would tell me stories of what it was
like to grow up on the Westside in the 50s and 60s, when Venice was dubbed the Slum by the
Sea and the neighborhood attracted a motley assortment of black and Latino migrants,
European immigrants, and poor artists.

She’d talk about worshipping at Friendship Baptist Church, down the block from Olivia’s
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bungalow, back when the church could draw more than a dozen worshippers; about barbecues at

the park on Oakwood Avenue, and learning to play domino with Kineas at the park’s long tables

about rollerblading over to the beach and attending school at Westminster Elementary on Abbo

Kinney, where most of her classmates were black. My mom would tell these stories like a woman
possessed. When she told then, her voice was seized by the memory of a lifestyle threatening to
waft away on an ocean breeze.

Her memory elided a sobering fact about the social history that created Oakwood. Like many

black communities in Los Angeles, Oakwood was in part a product of housing covenants that
prohibited black people from living in certain parts of the city. In Venice’s heyday as a resort

destination, blacks were forbidden from owning property near the neighborhood’s beaches and
canals. Fearing violence if they dared to transgress the city’s de facto segregation, African

American migrants in Venice settled slightly inland, creating a community similar to the black
ghetto that had coalesced around Central Avenue, just south of downtown Los Angeles.

ey

named their community Oakwood, but white residents had another name for the district: “Ghos
Town,” a presence that was, for all intents and purposes, an absence.
*
You can’t disentangle blackness and California. California’s history in the public imagination is

tangled up with blackness’ history as the fundamental marker of racial di erence in the modern

world, the sign by which we know what is irretrievably alien, irrevocably other. In my mind, the
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idea of a “Black California” is redundant: as a concept, California began as a speculative ction
with a disavowed blackness lodged at its center. In 1510, the Spanish romance writer Garci

Ordóñez de Montalvo published Las Sergas de Esplandián, a sequel to his popular Amadis de

Gaula. In Las Sergas, the Christian hero Esplandián defends Constantinople from an army of
Muslim invaders led by the pagan Queen Cala a and her army of Amazonian warriors.

Montalvo’s Cala a was not a delicate European beauty, but a regal African warrior. “She was not
short, nor white, nor had golden hair,” he wrote. “She was huge and black, same as the ace of
clubs.” She didn’t hail from a land any European had set eyes upon; her kingdom was a

matriarchal society of fantastic wealth, “an island on the right hand of the Indies . . . very close to
the side of the Terrestrial Paradise.” Her blackness marks her not only as an irreconcilable foe of
white Christian civilization who must be defeated and converted, but also an available, willing
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target of plunder.

If laws didn’t prevent black migrants from overstepping
their bounds, the threat of violence su ced.

Accordingly, Esplandián defeats Cala a, who accepts Christianity and marries one of

Esplandián’s generals before returning to her kingdom and claiming it for Christianity.

e

Spanish had developed a host of stories similar to the Cala a myth—the seven cities of Cíbola,
the lands of the gilded king El Dorado, who coated himself in gold, the kingdom of Gran

Quivira—that spurred explorers into the vast unknown interiors of the American continents. Bu
the dream of Montalvo’s “Terrestrial Paradise” was so powerful that it eventually came true.

Envisioning a land awash in gold and ripe for conquering, Hernán Cortés led an invasion of
Mexico in 1518, where he instigated the fall of the Aztec Empire before commissioning an
expedition to sail west from Mexico in 1533.

e Spanish explorers quickly made landfall on

what they thought to be an island, but was actually the southern peninsula of a much larger
landmass.

e Spanish, ever eager to see their visions of paradise materialize, called their island

California, after Montalvo’s conquered queen. Cortés himself arrived in Baja California in 1535,
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and spent years attempting to found a colony on the peninsula’s inhospitable landscape, certain
that if he succeeded, he could continue north, penetrating the land in search of untold riches.
*
In the early 20th century, African Americans considered Los Angeles a refuge, a place where

they might achieve prosperity unlike any they could know in their Southern homes. Legalized

discrimination was less codi ed than in the Jim Crow South, a ording black migrants like my

grandmother a level of economic opportunity unheard of in the Southern cities from which they
hailed. Settling around Central Avenue in neighborhoods like Watts, blacks began to build a
community whose prosperity was, if limited, still unusual among black Americans.

After visiting Los Angeles in 1913, the scholar and activist W.E.B. Du Bois enthused about the
city in terms that evoked Montalvo’s Terrestrial Paradise. “One never forgets Los Angeles and

Pasadena,” he wrote in a brief account of a visit to Southern California for the August 1913 issue
of Crisis. “One never forgets Los Angeles,” he rhapsodized. “[

e] sensuous beauty of roses and

orange blossoms, the air and the sunlight and the hospitality of all its races lingers long.” Du

Bois seemed most enamored of the material comforts some black migrants were able to achieve
in Los Angeles. He punctuated his article with photographs of handsome homes, successful

black-owned businesses, and respectable middle class families. On the issue’s front cover a nattily
dressed black Angeleno reclines on a craftsman home’s well-manicured lawn, enjoying a palm
tree’s shade.
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What Du Bois would not or could not say, lest the California myth dissolve: this prosperity was
contingent, wholly at the mercy of the city’s white power brokers. As migrants of all races made

their way to Los Angeles, the city’s population grew at a rapid rate. Many of these migrants were

white Midwesterners. By 1926 nearly 90 percent of all Angelenos were white, and they used the
law to ensure their power. Even as Du Bois sang black Los Angeles’ praises in 1913, the

California legislature passed the Alien Land Act, which prohibited the sale of land to Japanese

immigrants. Within this power structure, blacks could prosper—but only if that prosperity didn’
threaten that of white Californians.

Once the war was over, though, white Los Angeles saw
the city’s black residents as a problem to be curbed.

Southern black migrants tested this delicate balance over the course of the 1920s and 1930s,
ocking to Southern California in numbers that swelled the ranks of the South Central

community. In 1920, African Americans were a small minority in Los Angeles, around 15,000;
by 1940, they numbered over 100,000 people.

e city’s white power structure responded by

intensifying racial discrimination. Racially restrictive housing covenants, restrictions around

where and when African Americans could use public swimming pools, and school segregation
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became the norm.

If laws didn’t prevent black migrants from overstepping their bounds, the threat of violence

su ced: the year after my grandmother arrived in the city, O’Day Short and his family integrate

a white neighborhood in the de facto segregated city of Fontana. White neighbors greeted them
with a cascade of death threats culminating in a bombing that destroyed the family’s home.
Short, his wife Helen, and their two children Barry and Carol Ann were murdered.

In 1952, William Bailey, a science teacher at Carver Junior High School, moved into a house in
the West Adams district with his wife and son. West Adams, a white neighborhood on the

western edge of the South Central ghetto, had been the site of violence a year earlier when a

Japanese American doctor’s home was bombed. Bailey’s home su ered the same fate; witnesses
reported feeling the explosion’s force up to ten miles away from the blast.
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Los Angeles’ transformation from a sleepy agricultural town into an industrial city was in part
the result of African American migration to Southern California. Once the war was over,
though, white Los Angeles saw the city’s black residents as a problem to be curbed.

e

prosperous little paradise that Du Bois encountered during his 1913 visit began to tremble under
the weight of white fear.
*
People tend to speak of South Central Los Angeles as a homogenous neighborhood, an

undi erentiated community of African Americans wracked by poverty, gang violence, drug use,

and general social disorder. In actuality, South Central is not a neighborhood at all, but a massiv
swath of the city settled by black migrants in the 20th century. It’s a radically horizontal post-

industrial landscape where buildings rarely exceed two or three stories and pedestrians nd little

shelter from the sun. Down Slauson, decommissioned train tracks that once carried freight from
the Port to the inner city call to mind the region’s formerly robust economy.

Surreal sights crowd the streets: men dressed as the Egyptian Pharaohs to whom they believe
themselves related; the inordinate number of storefront churches that line the streets of any

community wealthier in hope than capital; music video shoots depicting absurd extravagance

while obscene poverty lingers just outside the frame; Nation of Islam adherents dressed in gray

suits while hawking newspapers in hundred degree heat. Looking up from the basin that South
Central occupies, one’s eyes make out the opulence of hillside communities to the north and

south, the beauty of the San Gabriel Mountains rising to their snowy peaks. It is an impossible
land, a land of preposterous contrasts.
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South Central became a catchall term for anywhere black
bodies were found.

e region’s boundaries expand and contract depending on who you ask: for some, it might

include only neighborhoods within Los Angeles proper, bound by the 10 freeway to the north,
the 105 to the south, Alameda Street to the east, and La Brea to the west, an area that spans

from tony mansions of West Adams in the northwest to poverty stricken blocks of Watts in the
southeast. Practically, South Central might also include cities that are technically separate from
Los Angeles, but feel culturally contiguous; its di cult for me to imagine a de nition of South
Central that doesn’t include the cities of Inglewood and Compton, where many of my aunts,
uncles, and cousins lived before leaving the city.

e name “South Central” is itself rather meaningless: it refers to the historically black district

just south of downtown Los Angeles, anchored by Central Avenue. As new migrants arrived,

a uent black Angelenos pushed their way westward, gradually expanding “South Central” until
it included areas far from Central Avenue. South Central became a catchall term for anywhere
black bodies were found. Anywhere that white people did not want to be.

South Central is a rhetorical ghost town. It’s a synonym not only for black Los Angeles, but the
inner city blight that overtook black communities in the late 20th century as the industrial

economy ground to a halt and the crack cocaine economy rose to take its place. In common

parlance, “South Central” is a synonym for “black,” for undesirability, for occluded possibility, fo
the end of the dream of prosperity. Today, South Central functions as a ghost town, an absence
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rather than a presence.

Beneath this sign lies the reality. South Central is an imbricated set of communities whose

commonality begins and ends with their blackness—or, at this point, the memory of the black

people who once called those neighborhoods home, and the culture they gave rise to. It’s a space
of stunning social and economic heterogeneity, where the worst e ects of the Reagan years
coincide with the material ease that Du Bois envisioned.
*
I grew up in Windsor Hills, an unincorporated community in southwest Los Angeles County,

sandwiched between Inglewood to the south, Culver City to the West, and the Crenshaw distric
to the north. Perched above South Central’s post-industrial atlands, Windsor Hills was

something of an anomaly in the 90s and 2000s: a cluster of middle class black prosperity nestled
among communities that outsiders thought of as cesspools of poverty and gang violence.
e locals call it Black Beverly Hills, and even as a child, I perceived the neighborhood’s

unlikeliness. A certain unreality draped itself over our green lawns and two-car garages. If

Windsor Hills was all you knew about South Central, you might think the last 30 years of
American history had never happened.

e crack epidemic, the War on Drugs, the explosion of

the prison industrial complex—none of that seemed to have touched Windsor Hills.

at was

the point of Windsor Hills. It provided us with a reason for optimism, an exception to the
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despair that reigned just to the south and north of us.

For most of my youth, Windsor Hills was all I knew about South Central. My life was in
pointed opposition to those of my aunts and cousins who lived just down the hill in the

Crenshaw district. It was a youth spent with both my parents in our nicely appointed four-

bedroom home, where gaudy rococo furniture carved out of polished wood held aloft busts of
imagined African royalty, and portraits of African American political heroes—Rosa Parks,
Malcolm X, Marcus Garvey—lined the walls.
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I had my own bedroom, a bedroom bigger than some people’s kitchens, with a window that

looked west out over Culver City so that I woke up to the sight of palm trees swaying in the

morning wind. My mother shepherded my brother Isaiah and I to school in her roomy sedan,
then whisked us home in the afternoons so that we would complete our homework under her

stern supervision, without the distractions that my older cousins fell prone to on South Central’s

wide tree-lined boulevards. I would never fall prey to gun violence, or a police o cer with an axe

to grind on a black youth, or drug dealer attempting to make a bit of money. Instead, every nigh
I ate a homemade dinner—some variation on a soul food recipe that my mom inherited from

Olivia—then nished the night reading next to my younger brother in our spacious living room
before bed.

e conditional nature of our exceptionality never felt

truer than when a white family arrived to claim a
foreclosed property.

What is there to say about my mom? Her life encompasses South Central’s extremes. She grew

up in poverty in Vermont Square and Crenshaw after the Watts Riots, then opened up a string o
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small businesses that eventually earned her enough money to achieve that oldest of Los Angeles

dreams: buying property. By the age of 35, she had ascended from the city’s atlands to Windsor
Hills. Her trajectory meant that she knew how easily a black life in Los Angeles could veer into

tragedy, how simple it was to be introduced to heroin or crack cocaine at a party, how simply one

crossed the threshold into the walking death of addiction, how rare it was for an addict to retrace
their steps back over that same threshold.

Fear imprinted itself on her mind and despite her best e orts, she would re exively transmit tha
fear to us. When I refused to do my homework, she’d chastise me with the examples of the
addicts who ambled up and down Florence or Slauson Avenue. Once, when I was ten, she

caught me playing a video game instead of doing my math homework—a sure sign I was headed
to prison, or worse.

e next morning she woke my brother and I up early and took us cruising

down Slauson, pointing out the homeless people who ambled alongside the avenue’s defunct

railroad tracks. “Do you want to be like them?” she asked me. “Keep fucking around and that’s
what will happen.”

I never forgot the image of one woman, who dug around in a dumpster outside a grimy fast-food
restaurant. With one hand she tossed the useless trash into the street and separated the

potentially valuable recyclables into a grocery cart that she held steady with the other hand. My
mom came to a stop at a red light, and suddenly the woman and I were parallel to one another.
Sensing an audience, she glanced up; we made eye contact through the window, and her hazy
brown eyes transmitted something to me: a mix of fear, shame, and anger. I remember

shuddering in receipt. In South Central, we were always wallowing in this mélange, breathing it
in, drinking it in with our mothers’ milk.
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*
Windsor Hills hadn’t always been a black district. Until the Supreme Court ruled in the 1948

case Shelley v. Kraemer that racially restrictive housing covenants were illegal, Windsor Hills was
an exclusively white community in the mold of Brentwood. Its story is consistent with the

history of housing in 20th-century America—as blacks fanned out across South Los Angeles,
they triggered a decades-long white exodus from the county’s southern reaches.

e truth is that

Windsor Hills exists because white people did not want it. When I grew up in the Hills, it was
easy to forget this, to pretend that it was an ahistorical black utopia, some kind of exception to
the tragedies that unfolded beneath it. It was our dream of plenty.

at changed in the aftermath of the 2008 nancial crisis, when foreclosure signs began to

appear in the windows of my neighbors’ houses and weeds began to choke their immaculate fron

lawns. Suddenly our community felt contingent. Black Beverly Hills started to fray at the edges.
e conditional nature of our exceptionality never felt truer than when a white family arrived to

claim a foreclosed property.

Picture me walking down the street early one fall evening in 2011, that utopian ction fully
naturalized in my head. I’ve just gotten o the 212 bus from downtown Los Angeles after

spending a day at the Central Library doing research for my graduate school applications. I’ve
recently graduated from Columbia University so I’m feeling like nothing can touch me—I’ve
managed to avoid the fate of the woman on Slauson.
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ey are newcomers to Windsor Hills.

Gossip about them has spread across the neighborhood in short order: a young white couple and
their ve-year-old daughter, recently arrived from Studio City.

ey are hand in hand in hand,

arms swinging arrhythmically—they seem happy to have found a house in my prosperous
neighborhood.

ey’re sporting that mask of joviality common to rich white people, the kind I

associate with Republican presidential candidates and people who aren’t against a ordable
housing per se, just the potential damage it might do to their property values.

Eventually they are no more than ten feet away and I can tell they’ve spotted me because those
masks slide and I can see something shift in them.

e mother’s hand tightens around her

daughter’s, the father pulls his wife closer to him. I feel something shift in myself; my ears go
numb, my face feels hot. Eventually they outright cross the street and I am on that sidewalk
alone again, but changed.

e whole of Windsor Hills is changed; history has returned, and I

feel like a ghost in my own life.
*

e artists of the Los Angeles Rebellion took a particular interest in South Central.

ey were a

cohort of black lmmakers who gathered in and around the graduate lm program at the
University of California, Los Angeles, in the aftermath of the Watts Riots.

ough, like so man

black Angelenos before them, most of the LA Rebellion lmmakers did not hail from Los
Angeles—Julie Dash came to UCLA from New York, while Charles Burnett arrived from

Mississippi—they were drawn to South Central. In its boulevards they perceived a possibility or
spiritual charge that others could not.
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Many of their lms take place in the post-apocalyptic streets that my mom taught me to avoid a
all costs, mining their surreal tragedy as the source of a spectral power. Barbara McCullough’s

1979 short lm Water Ritual #1: An Urban Rite of Puri cation opens on a dilapidated shack in the
midst of eld choked with destroyed houses and desert shrubs. It’s a section of Watts that the

city emptied and then bulldozed to create a path for a freeway. A lone gure reclines in a ruined
house whose stucco walls have crumbled, revealing the absence within.

Yet she luxuriates, stepping out to sit amidst statues that resemble the orisha of Yoruba faith. As

the camera pans across these totems, we nd ourselves suspended in a realm of possibility: South
Central’s bombed-out landscape becomes the grounds upon which we might summon ancestral
spirits, a blank space in which our protagonist summons a new kind of sociality, one that might

exceed the devastation wrought upon the landscape. Insofar as McCullough intends Puri cation
to be a participatory lm, not just a viewing experience but a ritual into which we might enter
and through that entry be changed, the lm ushers us into the embrace of this trans-temporal
summoning.

en, suddenly, in the top left hand corner of McCullough’s camera, one can spy a car speeding

up the street in the distance. Rather than edit that car out—whether because of the necessities o
shooting an independent lm on the cheap, or out of speci c intent—McCullough has allowed
the details of Watts in 1979 to penetrate her puri cation rite.
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is is not a new space: we are still rooted in black Los Angeles, a space characterized as much

by loss and absence as by the vibrant creativity of the people who call it home. I love that

moment because, when that car cuts through McCullough’s lm, dreams of escape, untold

riches, and utopian achievements fall to the wayside. She allows black Los Angeles to be what it

is, a constant churning wherein absence becomes the condition of a new summoning, and where
summoning will always yield an absence of some sort. Black Los Angeles becomes the ghost

town in which, like my grandmother did in 1945, we yield to chance’s capacity to create beauty.
It is the space in which the city’s capacity for constant reinvention takes its clearest shape.
________________________________________________

e preceding is from the Freeman’s channel at Literary Hub, which features excerpts from the

print editions of Freeman’s, along with supplementary writing from contributors past, present and
future.

e latest issue of Freeman’s, a special edition gathered around the theme of power,

featuring work by Margaret Atwood, Elif Shafak, Eula Biss, Aleksandar Hemon and Aminatta
Forna, among others, is available now.
Ismail Muhammad

Ismail Muhammad is a writer and critic based in Oakland, California, where he works as the reviews editor at The
Believer and a contributing editor at ZYZZYVA. His work has appeared in the New York Times, Slate, Bookforum,
the Los Angeles Review of Books, among other venues. He is currently working on a novel.
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Blacks in science have rich history, but diversity
e orts must continue
Professor Kenneth R. Manning, Program in Writing and
Humanistic Studies
January 13, 1999

In tribute to the 150th anniversary of AAAS, Science is publishing a weekly
series of personal viewpoints on the theme of science and society. Essayists
include prominent scientists plus a wide range of nonscientists, including
artists, politicians, religious leaders, science ction writers and philosophers.
An archive of these essays is on line. Reprinted with permission from Science,
Vol. 282, No. 5391, issue of 6 Nov 1998, pp. 1037-8. ï¿½ï¿½ï¿½1998 by The
American Association for the Advancement of Science.
In a speech entitled "Science, Education and Democracy," delivered at the 1913
annual meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science
(AAAS) in Atlanta and published a month later in Science magazine, J. McKeen
Cattell, owner and editor of Science, declared -- while arguing for educational
opportunities for blacks -- that "there is not a single mulatto who has done
creditable scienti c work."
This myth was common in the white world of science, which found it easy both
to accept and perpetuate the notion that African Americans had never done
any worthwhile scienti c work. Among those unacknowledged were the 18thcentury mathematician and astronomer of African-American descent Benjamin
Banneker, who had sent his scienti c work to Thomas Je erson who in turn
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publicized it in the United States and abroad; Edward Bouchet, one of the rst
African Americans to receive a doctorate in the United States -- in physics from
Yale University in 1876; and Charles Henry Turner and Ernest Everett Just, who
had been publishing scienti c articles in major journals for several years before
Cattell delivered his speech.
It was left to black intellectuals such as W.E.B. DuBois to take issue with this
myth, especially since no objections came from white scientists, not even from
liberal-leaning ones like Jacques Loeb, a friend of Cattell's. DuBois's criticism of
Cattell in the pages of The Crisis, the o icial journal of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), was one of the factors that
led the NAACP a year later to create the Spingarn Medal, an award slated for a
male or female of African descent "who had performed the foremost service to
his race." The rst award, serving as a conspicuous counterexample to Cattell's
pronouncement about the lack of achievement by blacks in science, went to
the rising biologist Ernest Everett Just.
Cattell's type of sweeping generalization about what a race has or has not done
in science is rarely, if ever, heard today. The scienti c community has, by and
large, moved beyond such crude, unsubstantiated myths. The change of
attitude rst became evident in the 1920s, when research results of AfricanAmerican scientists began more often to appear alongside their white
counterparts in the various professional journals, as blacks began, in greater
numbers, to participate in scienti c communities at the Marine Biological
Laboratory in Woods Hole, MA, and elsewhere.
World War II brought further opportunities. At Los Alamos and at the
universities and research laboratories involved with the Manhattan Project,
many white scientists witnessed for the rst time black scientists joining their
community in closer, more integral ways. Blacks who worked together with
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whites on the atomic bomb included physicists Edwin R. Russell and George W.
Reed, as well as the chemists Moddie D. Taylor and the brothers William J. and
Lawrence H. Knox. The eminent white physicist Arthur Holly Compton remarked
that the bomb project was unique in bringing together "colored and white,
Christian and Jew" for a common purpose.
However, while African Americans were clearly doing creditable scienti c work,
they were still not full-fledged members of the scienti c community. After the
war, African Americans in science continued their tradition of working at
historically black universities, barred as they were from holding faculty
positions at most white research and teaching institutions.
This pattern continued through the 1950s, well beyond the legal end to
segregation in the landmark Brown v. Board of Education case.Black scientists
attracted young black students into the various scienti c elds at black
colleges and universities, institutions that had limited resources for scienti c
research. Herman Russell Branson and Warren Henry of Howard University, S.
Milton Nabrit and Henry C. McBay of Morehouse College, and James R. Lawson
and Samuel Massie of Fisk University all served as inspiring mentors to
students who went on to earn doctorates at white institutions in the late 1950s
and 1960s. The scienti c community owes this cohort of pioneering mentors of
black students a great debt.
In the early to mid-1960s, additional opportunities began to open up in science.
These were the consequence, in part, of the social and political upheavals in
the United States -- the sit-ins and demonstrations in the South by young black
college students, the March on Washington, and the passage of federal civil
rights legislation.
While universities began to admit more African Americans as undergraduates,
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some of whom entered scienti c elds, the scienti c community was mostly a
passive bene ciary of these developments. Little, if any, progressive action to
integrate blacks into higher education or to bring them into the mainstream of
the scienti c enterprise emanated from the professional ranks of science.
That is not to say that some individual white scientists did not join blacks on
the freedom rides in Mississippi, Alabama and other parts of the Deep South.
During the last half of the 1960s, political activists on college campuses
throughout the country questioned not so much science itself as its uses and
abuses. African Americans, some of them pursuing science as a career, were
part of this group.
As aspiring scientists, they worked to balance their political commitments and
their career goals. It was sometimes di icult for them to explore Banach spaces
in mathematics classes or repeat Arrhenius's experiments on the conductivity
of electrolytic solutions in the chemistry lab while demonstrations against Dow
Chemical Co., the Vietnam War and the killing of black students at Jackson
State proceeded apace.
There were university-wide strikes during two spring terms of my four college
years -- strikes protesting the Reserve O icers' Training Corps (ROTC) and
police brutality on campus in 1969, and the invasion of Cambodia and the Kent
State killings in 1970. Many young scientists became part of the strike
leadership, leaving the protected sanctity of their classrooms and laboratories
to organize, march and ght for justice.
This experience heightened their awareness of the role of science and
academic institutions in perpetuating past inequities, and of their responsibility
to stimulate transition to a fairer and more equitable society. While some
potential scientists from this group were ultimately lost to the profession
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through disillusionment and other reasons, others were able to balance politics
and career, pursuing productive change within their elds on matters of race,
access and diversity.
Beginning in the early 1970s, American scientists and administrators attempted
to increase the number of minorities in science and engineering elds, and
intervention programs were initiated to further this mission. These national,
regional and local programs, many of which have survived into the 1990s, have
sought to open the door for more African Americans, Hispanics and Native
Americans to share in the scienti c endeavor. Individually conceived and
implemented, each program has a story that needs to be told.
In 1992 Walter Massey, the second African-American director of the National
Science Foundation (NSF), declared that "a host of programs have been
conceptualized, touted and funded -- and largely, they have not made much of
a di erence." He, and especially his colleague Luther Williams, asserted that
these programs had failed.
Their characterization, perhaps correct as it relates to increasing the number of
blacks in science, seems not to speak to a qualitative assessment of the
intervention programs -- how they related, for example, to the experiences of
individual participants. To determine this, educators and policy makers need
rst to know exactly what happened, when and to whom. Fortunately, because
a number of these programs still exist and are ongoing, we are able to capture
both their past and current status, and shape their future.
Since the 1970s, scienti c organizations, universities and learned societies have
opened their membership to include more minorities. The AAAS, for example,
established the program "Opportunities in Science" in 1972 to tackle the
problem of minority underrepresentation. Still, the representation of African

5/13/2022, 5:43 PM

Blacks in science have rich history, but diversity efforts must continue |...

6 of 8

https://news.mit.edu/1999/manning-0113

Americans in scienti c careers hovers around 2 percent, which leaves much to
be desired.
We now realize that there is no quick x. The systematic and comprehensive
development of a scienti c legacy for African Americans will require time and a
concerted e ort all along the educational pipeline, from preschool through
graduate school. Unfortunately, counselors and teachers -- not all white -sometimes steer young black students away from the rigorous scienti c and
mathematical courses required for future training in science. When these
students do survive elementary and high school and nd themselves at
prestigious white institutions, some are confronted with professors with lower
expectations for their performance than for that of white students. Such
paternalism is detrimental not only to African Americans, but to whites as well.
Universities have a special role to play in bringing blacks into scienti c elds,
since these institutions serve as lters for entry into the professional world of
science. At the undergraduate level, college admissions are carried out by
administrators who, guided by institutional goals of producing a diverse
student body, have had some success in increasing the potential pool of
African-American students for careers in science. At the graduate level,
however, admissions are handled by faculty in the academic science
departments who are not necessarily motivated by the same institutional
commitment and who produce less impressive recruitment results.
FACULTY LEVEL 'MOST DISAPPOINTING'

At the highest professional level, as faculty, the recruitment, appointment and
promotion of African Americans is the most disappointing of all. The reasons
are complex and varied, ranging from lack of faculty expertise in performing the
necessary recruitment tasks to a reluctance by some to change the complexion
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of science at the most exalted level. This juncture is a focal point along the
career pipeline, perhaps the only remaining place where total and absolute selfselection into a bastion is still practiced.
The decisions of science faculty are therefore critical in diversifying science
and engineering elds. In order to invigorate initiatives to build and sustain a
critical mass of African-American students in science at both the
undergraduate and graduate levels, more African-American science and
engineering faculty need to be recruited. Since recruitment e orts for such
faculty are often driven by central-o ice administrators with less than
enthusiastic support from faculty, these e orts are frequently doomed from the
start because they create tensions between faculty prerogatives and
administrative goals.
Because appointment, promotion and tenure are faculty matters, an increased
presence of African Americans and other minorities in academic departments
depends principally on decisions made by majority faculty. Science faculty
members must, therefore, be convinced of the appropriateness and rich
advantages of bringing into their elds members who are not necessarily
reflections of themselves.
When Dr. Massey was guest speaker at the MIT Commencement ceremony in
June 1991, three years after he had served as president of AAAS, I eagerly
awaited his views on the subject of race and science. But he said nothing in
this speech about opportunities -- or the lack thereof -- for African Americans
in science. As the second African-American director of the NSF addressing a
captive audience of scientists, students and parents, he missed a unique
opportunity. Silence on the topic left the impression that all was well in the
world of science.
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A year later a special issue of Science magazine entitled "Minorities in Science:
The Pipeline Problem" was published. Devoted to the subject of increasing the
pool of African-American scientists, it featured the success story of Massey
and others who had bene tted from special mentors in their early education.
Here Massey wrote forcefully and eloquently on the subject of blacks and their
ongoing struggle for opportunities in science.
The e orts of individual scientists, universities and professionals are essential if
we are to approach the 21st century with any hope of creating a diverse
scienti c community. Despite the current political atmosphere and the
arguments against interventive e orts emanating from recent works such as
Richard J. Herrnstein and Charles A. Murray's The Bell Curve (1994), and
Stephan and Abigail Thernstrom's America in Black and White (1997), we must
continue the struggle to diversify the world of science and to encourage and
enable all who wish to enter it. Increasing diversity will require time and
commitment beyond lip service, and courage in the face of political detractors.
Dr. Manning is the Thomas Meloy Professor of Rhetoric and of the History of
Science at MIT. His biography, Black Apollo of Science: The Life of Ernest
Everett Just (Oxford University Press, 1983), won the P zer Award of the
History of Science Society. He is writing a social history of African-Americans in
medicine. He dedicates this essay to Leonard M. Rieser, president of AAAS
from 1971-74.
A version of this article appeared in MIT Tech Talk on January 13, 1999.
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everything neat and
pleasant written all
overthis well-planned
bungalow. On warm,
sunny days the porch
large enoughfor all
the membersof the
family. The five
bright roomsand bath
are always homelike.
Designed by
A.
Burbaw.
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HIS is anotherex
ample of Nature
and the bung low
working together.
Notice how the white
window-boxes with
their loadsof blossoms
brighten the face
the house. What
fine time housewife
could have in the six
roomsand bathof this
bungalow Designed
by M. E. Ransom.
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LOWERS and growing vines have beenso cleverly placed
herethat the bungalowseemsto have grownup just where
it is. The front door leads into an interior of five rooms and
bath. Designedby OwenG. Gates.

}

HIS pretty bungalow,which has six sunny rooms and
bath, is most inviting. A featureof the living-room,
which is sixteen feet by twenty-two,is a wide cobblestone
fireplace. Designedby SamuelWallis.

o

HERE is always a mysteriouscharm about gables; and in
this bungalowof six roomsandbaththey havebeenhandled
extremely well. In the little entrancecourt there is a tiny
fountain. Designedby GeorgeA. Clark.

N THE right is an
original combina
tion of bungalow and
court. This court,
which is thirty-six feet
byforty, is coveredwith
slatsto breakthe direct
rays of the sun, and
filledwith bedsofferns.
Between the beds are
paths bordered with
cobblestones.
The
house contains five
cozy rooms and bath.
Designed by R. S.
Baldwin.
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weatherproof, as in
reality it is. It is built
of shingles which are
stained a dark brown,
with white-painted
window-sashto give a
noteof contrast. Inside
thereare six roomsand
bath. The living room has a broad fire
place made of red
brick. Designed by
GeorgeJ. Webster.
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designs on this page the readers of THE JOURNAL will readily see the great possibilities
ROM the twelve carefully-selected
in a simple, well-planned bungalow
for $2000 or thereabout.
Four of these bungalows were actually built for $1500 each, and, while two or three others cost somewhat more than $2000, the average
cost is really below that amount.
The final page of this series, “The Three-Thousand-Dollar Bungalow,” will appear in an early number of THE Journal.

HE bungalow on
the left looksboth
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From Photographs Made in Pasadena, California, by Helen Lukens Gaut
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BUILD an un
pretentious little
bungalowlike the one
on the right requires
very small outlay of
money — only $1500.
Certainly the result
makesthe investmenta
paying one. The ex
terior
built of clap
boardsstained rich
brown,andthe interior
hasfiveroomsandbath.
Designedby Levine.
S.

is

is
a

OST substantially
built and conve
niently arranged can
be said of the admi
rable, white-trimmed
bungalowof six rooms
andbathon theleft. In
the living-room there
wide,openfireplace
to give warmth and
cheer on cold days.
The front porch large
and comfortable. De
signedby Frank Tyler.

given this bungalow by the
PRETTY rustic effect
treatmentof the doorand porch. Yet
real home,
glance its six roomsandbathwould prove. Designed
by Alfred Heineman.
as
a

is

a

It

as

a

to

HEN building small house why not build one like this?
plenty large
contains five rooms and bath—which
enough for
small family—and cost just
trifle over $1500.
Designedby Joseph Blick.
a

Š

IS notfar-fetched say thatthis bungalowhas pleasant
expression. The upper balcony serves
an outdoor
sleeping-room,and the plan shows eight rooms and bath.
Designedby Lanning and Worley.
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The Three Thousand-Dollar bungalow
By Helen Lukens Caut
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33
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The Inside
Story

Illustrations from Photographs Made in Pasadena, California
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confectionery looks

to
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it.

about alike.
You have to
buy it and try it to know
Necco Sweets are so much
better than ordinary confec
tionery that they are given
identify
name and seal
them.

Among 5oo different vari

etles are

of

the best you ever tasted—
smooth, fine, dainty centers—
crisp, thick, rich coats
best
chocolate.

N ITS setting of old oak trees this artistic bungalow is entirely at home.
It is built of shingles stained a reddish brown and con
tains eight rooms and bath.
The overhanging bay-window of the living-room, showing a group of four windows with small square
Inside, the walls are paneled to the plate-rail and plastered above. The ceilings of the dining
panes, is particularly worth noticing.
Designed

—

for quality

by F. E. Brooks.

to

spaces.
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and living rooms have exposed beams with plaster in the intervening

Wholesome

and good
al
ways the same
reputation
Sustain.
Ask for Necco

Sweets—look

for this seal.
At all dealers
who sell high
grade goods.
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NewEngland
conſectioneryce...,’ NEW ENGLAND
poston
97 CONFECTIONERYCO.
SummerandMelcherSts.
BOSTON,MASS.

ITH

a compact little home like this an orderly housewife can easily keep it looking trim and neat with very
little work.
There are six rooms and bath on the first floor
Designed by J. H. Jones.
and a large attic above.

HIS

is an admirable example of the shingled type of
bungalow.
In arrangement the seven rooms and bath
are exceedingly
attractive.
The house is equipped with a
Designed by G. E. Bragdon.
furnace and electric wiring.
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The new edition
“Modern Homes,” contain
ing 200designs practicalhomes,doublehouses,flats
etc.,
and apartments
built frame,stone,brick, cement,
costingfrom$800 $20,000,
showingviews,floorplans
andestimated
cost eachhousewith price plans.
DAWERMAN’S BUNGALOWS
new book
cottages,
bungalows
68designs summer
andlow-cost
housesfrom $300 $9000,
sentfor 25c and5c postage.
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If

family could be comfortable and happy in the
eight cozy rooms of this bungalow, and—just think!—it
was actually built for $3000.
The rustic porch is a pretty
Designed by George J. Webster.
feature of the exterior.

filled with that famous 3-in-One
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cans and
introduce 3-in-One to new
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A Good Oil Can
of

bungalow is a
this well-planned, white-trimmed
most delightful setting of flowers, vines and lawn. The
floor plan shows six large rooms and bath, two open red brick
fireplaces and a cemented cellar.
Designed by A. B. Penney.

ROUND

in

to

$1

...

-

Daverman's
No.52
This househasbeenbuiltover2000times all parts
the world for $1600 $2200
complete.Full blue print
working plans, specifications
anddetailsforthishouse,
withoutchange,for only
OurMonthlyMagazine$1.00
SendforArt Architecture,
magazine
devotedt building
and furnishing. Subscription
peryear.
--~~~~
$1.00
Thesebooksarethebestbargaineveroffered. “Modern
Homes”aloneequalsany$2architectural
bookonthemarket
today. Sendforthemnowwhiletheeditionlasts.
158Porter Block,
Son, Adieds,
J.H.Daverman
Established
1882

Three-In-One Oil Co.

55 Broadway

New York City
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SCRIPTURE CAKE RECEIPT

Newanddelicious.Everywoman
willwant Sentpostpaid.
BAKER CONFECTIONCo., 27 GASTON ST., BOSTON

C

and pillar add the right note of
which has six rooms and bath.
A brown stain has been used on the walls and the porch steps
Designed by Lester Moore.
are of cement.
cobblestone chimney
variety to this bungalow,
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only $3000 it is possible to build a six-room bungalow
Does it not look attractive?
The porch,
extending across the front of the house, makes a fine livingDesigned by Cavenaugh.
room on warm days.

like this one.
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fit

smoother, the skirt will
used your waist will
hang truer
you will appear more graceful.
Triangle ends are real im- HERE
provement over silk loops
any other metal eye. Smooth
turning.
seams—no slipping
All sizes, black white. doz.
eyes, 5c, with Spring Hooks,
envelopes. WILL Not RusT
1oc. Sold only
PEE BROS., Dept. Philadelphia, Pa.

The House Beautiful, February 1910, page 73, G. J. Webster, Architect.

Early photograph of Rosewall, designed 1911.
Source: Altadena, page 129. Fisher Family Collection

Rosewall today.
Source: Michael Medina, Oct., 2020.

The bungalow described on page 53 of the Bungalow book is next illustrated.

Source: Bungalows, Camps and Mountain Houses, p.49, text precedes the illustrations.
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George James Webster, Architect

Georgc James Webster was a talented house designer and de-facto architect in Southern Califomia for a little
over ten years just before World War L He spercialized in rustic Craftsman-style houses, some quite modest in size,
primarily in Altadena and Pasadena, but in the ,greater Los Angeles area as rvell.

Hewasbornof ScottishparentsonApril 28. l868,inPaysandir,Uruguay,wherehisfathermanagedacattle
estancia. The tamily lived in Uruguay when George was very young, and a later census entry indicates that Spanish was
the primary language spoken in the home while he was a child.
Later the family (except the tather) lived in Scotland, and George grew up in the Edinburgh area (he remained a
British citizen all his life). He earned a college degree. but the institution is not known. In Britain his profession was
listed as "gas engineer." Around 1898 he married the former Annic MacPherson Sor-rtherland, a native olScotland; they
had no children.

Mr. and Mrs. Webster came to the Los Angeles area in about 1902. After staying at the Argyle Hotel in
downtown Los Angeles, tl.rey rnoved to "their newly-purchased home in Pasadena" on June 21,1902. I-lis first Pasadenaarea directory listing was in the 1904 edition, which listed him as a "rancher'" residing in Altadena. However, over the
years he and his wife moved fairly often withirr Pasadena and Altadena, sometimes living rathcr briefly in houses of his
own design.
The Los Angeles directory of 1903 shoi.ved George as a Pasadena resident working as a draftsnran for architect

M. Paul Martin. But by April 1903 he was running a drafting and blueprinting service in downtown Los Angeles, in an
olfice adjacent to Martin's. He advertised, "A specialty n.rade of designing artistic and convenient residences." It seems
iikely that he designed houses in 1903-1904, but none are currently known. His first documented house was commenced
in early 1905, a bungalow lbr Mabel Faris which still stands (in altered condition) at 619 South Los Robles Avenue,
Pasadena.

The Builder and Contrat:tor business.journal listed George as an "architectural designer" rather than as an
"architect" because he was never licensed as a professional by the state of Califomia. Nevertheless, somc of his designs
wcre f'eatured in rnagazines, such as the Ladies Home Journal and House Beauti/ul, and in bungalow design books.

In late 1906, George temporarily gave up his practice and moved to Sonora, Mexico, retuming in mid-1907.
Then in August I 908 he formed a brief partnership with Neal Dow Barker ( I 85 6- I 925), an Altadena resident and, like
George. a British citizen and a former ernployee of M. Paul Martin. From their office in downtown Los Angeles, Barker
& Webster designed eight known houses, six of which were in Los Angeles.

GeorgeresumedhissolocareerbyApril lg0g,eventuallyestablishinganofficeindowntownPasadena.
ofthe residences he designed in this phase ofhis career were on a grander, more elaborate scale than those he had
designed earlier, although still very much in the Craflsman style.

Some

Mr. and Mrs. Webster had moved by tate 1910 to the 2000 block of Garfield Avenue - a block-long tract
straddling the Pasadena/Altadena border which George subdivided and for which he designed many of the houses. By
l 9 l 7 his directory listing had dropped the "architect" occupation, although he oontinued to live in Altadena.
George appears to have had an interest in photography as well as architecture. The Los Angeles directory
1915 indicates he was the secretary and treasurer of the West Coast Art Company, photographers, in addition to his
designing work. He also had several photoglaphs published in local newspapers.

of

In late 1919, Mr. and Mrs. Webster movcd to Laguna Beach, where they had o'r,uned property since 1914.
George again identified himself as an architect but apparently did not have an office. They built a home a|2285

Glenneyreinlg22andrernainedthereforabout32years. Georgewasinvolvedinthelrcal improvementassociationand
various neighborhood issues. Both George and Annie were active for many years in the Laguna Beach Garden Club.
George J. Webster died at the age of 1'6 on Fcbruary 5,1945 at a home in San Clemente to which he had ntoved
montli previously. He was survived by his wife, who died in 1954. No detailed obituaries have been found for
eithel of them.
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Neal Dow Barker, Architect

Neal Dow Barker was an architectural designer and de-facto architect in Southern California fi'om about 190 I to
about 192 I . He was ncver liccnscd as an arciritcct in California. Most of his kr.rown works werc in Los Angclcs, but a
few are known in the Pasadena-Altadena area.
Barker was bom in Manchester, England, in April of 1 856; his parents with both nativcs of England. Nothing is
currently known of his early life or education. He lirst arrived in the US in 1876 at the age of 20. He was in England
again by 1881 but retumed to Canada and opcned an oflcc in Winnipeg, Canada, in 1883, calling himself an architect and
heating and venlilating engineer. He designed the Manitoba Medical College in Winnipeg in 1884, but another architcct
tried to take credit for the design. Barker eventually won rccognition as the designer after a war of words in the local
newspapers.

He married Catherine Smith ( I 860- I 886) in England in about 1885, and they apparently went almost
irnmediately back to Canada. Their son Reginald was born in Canada in 1 886, but Catherine died on the same day. He
returnedtoEnglandinl89zltomarryMargaretDean(1856-1901),andthecoupleenteredtheUSshortlythereafter. Their
daughter Constance was bom in Califbrnia in 1896. probably in Los Angeles where Rarkcr was a partner in an oil burncr
business. By 1899 they were in Oakland, where Barker listed his occupation as architcct.
Margaret died in 1901. and by 1902 Barker was in Los Angcles working as a draftsman for licensed architect M.
Paul Martin(1868-1928),whohadbeenpracticinginLosAngelessinceaboutlS9T.

partncrs.andtherearemanyworksonrecordlorthellrrnthrouglithebeginningof

Inl904MartinandBarkerbecarne

1908. KnownasMartin&Barker,the

partnership mostly designed houses but also did apartments and business buildings.

Barker married Nellie May Barnes (1878-1949) in late 1904 and they moved to Altadena. Their son Neal was
born in 1910 and another son Grant in 1916.

Forreasonsunknown,Martin&Barkerbrokeuptheirpartnershipincarlyl908.

ByAugustl908,Barkerhad

partnered with George J. Webster (1868-1945) of Pasadena, a British citizen and another former employee of Martin.

From theil offrce at 502 Mason Building in downtown Los Angeles, Barker & Webster designed eight known houses, six
of which were in Los Angeles. The firm only lasted until early 1909.
Barker retumed to the office of M. Paul Marlin, this time as a draftsman rather than a paftner. Enforcement of
ticensing lar.vs was tightening, and perhaps his lack of a license prevented Barker from becorning an equal partner. Or
perhaps he prefcrred a position with less pressure. Whatever the reason, he seems to have remained a Martin employee
offand on until retiring around 1921. However. he did various independentjobs in the Pasadena-Altadena area, and he
waslistedasanarchitectintheclassifiedsectionsofthePasadenadirectoriesof 1916, l918,and 1919.

Alter retiring frorn architccture, Barker beoame the proprietor of a scrvice station in Altadena. He was killed in
an auton.robile accident on the Ridge Route in Kern County on 28 November 1925 at the age of 69.

Barker's hrst son Reginald (1886-1945) became a well-known motion picture director in the early years of the
film industry. He was active 1912-1935.

-.Iohn Riplet,

Notes for 2915 S. Budlong Avenue

2915 S. Budlong Avenue, Los Angeles
Consrructed in I 908- 1909 (building permit #5305, 23 Sep I 908, $3,000; completion notice
Original owner and builder: A. Clarke Tobias

l0 Feb I 909)

Designers: Barker & Wcbster

Background
This outstanding Craftsman bungalow was commenced in 1908 by Archibald Clarkc Tobias ( I 870- 1932)
a home for himself and his wife Arny Louise ( 1 882- 1966). Clarke and Lou (as they were called) came to
Los Angeles in 1908 frorn Davenport, Iowa, whcre they had bcen tnarried in 1903.

as

Clarke was born I 1 September 1 870 in South Wavcrly, Pennsylvania, j ust across the state lirte from
Waverly, New York, west of Binghamton. Lou (nee Campbell) was bom l6 June 1882 in Ithaca, New
York; her father was a noted brick manufacturer and builder. Clarkc and Lou did not have any children.
Clarke, who had bcen a bookkeeper originaliy, becatle a real estate broker in Los Angeles. Very soon after
arriving in Los Angeles, he commissioned the design of thrcc bungalows for the 2900 block of Budlong
Avenue from architectural designers Barker & Webster. This partncrship consisted of Neal D. Barker and
George J. Webster, both residents of thc North Pasadena / Altadena area but having a joint office in
downtown Los Angeles at 502 Mason Building. See the separate biographical sketches for uore on the
designers. Based on resemblanccs to both earlier and latcr work, it is thought that Webster was thc primary
designcr for the Tobias bungalou,s.
The three Tobias bungalows on Budlong Avenue were 2911,2915, and292l, of which 2915 became the
Tobias residence. and the other two were sold. 2915 had earlier been the site of a two-story house which
was moved in 1907 to2659 S. Catalina Street an<i then demolished in 1963. Another Barker & Webster
bungalow was built in 1908 for a different clienl at 2931 Budlong Avcnue.
Clarke and Lou Tobias lived at 2915 until about 1913. Their household included a servant, Caroline Jansa,
in 1910. By 1914 they lived in the West Whittier area. Clarke took up farming near San Bernardino by
1928; he died there on27 May 1932. Lou later lived in Maywood rvith a cousin and died in La Canada

Flintridge on 15 Jul 1966.

After the Tobiases moved away in 1913, 2915 S. Budlong Avenue was occupied by new residents almost
every year through 1920: Richard M. Campbell 1914 and 1915; William C. Hendrie 1916; Mrs. Maud H.
Dorsey lglTlWilliam P. Hill 1918; and William T. Graham 1920. This quick succession of occupants
probably indicates that it was used as a rental, possibly by the Tobiases.
In about 1.921it became the residence of John A. Fulton (1852-1925) and his wife Alpha (1863-1941).
retirees from Rockfbrd, Illinois, where John had owned a clothing store. After John's death in 1925, Alpha
was joined at2915 by her daughter Bemice (1897-19S9) and Bernice's husband Frank S. Kimball (18961982), a pharmacist and drug store owner.

The Kimballs had been living in Fargo, North Dakota. They eventually had three children, John ( 1923),
Frances (1925) and Sheryn (1927), so the house must have beconte rather crowded. Bernice and Frank
divorced in the mid- I 93 0s, and Bernice and the children continued living with Alpha at 29 I 5. The last
listing at 2915 for the family was in 1942,but they may l.rave continued to own it for a few more years.
The owner-occupant was Joseph Ragland in 1952 when asbestos siding was added to the exterior. There
appear to have been many later residents, but there are gaps in the accessible records. It seems likely that it
was a rental during many of the years after I 950.
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Thc current owner purchased the properry in 1 999, and over the years he rernoved a front porch enclosure,
took off the asbestos siding, and stnpped latter-day white paint from the woodwork in the lrving and dining
rooms. The foundation was seismically anchored in 2000.
No perrnit has been located for the garage. which appcars in something like its present form on the 1922
Sanbom map but was not on the 1907 edition. Minor structures such as garagcs were somctimes
constructed without obtaining the required permit.

Description
General Exterior
This Craftsrnan bungalow is sited on a lot 50 feet x 134 feet on the west side of Budlong Avenue, wrth the
front elevation facing east. The form of the housc is roughly rectangular, with shallow protrusions on the
norlh and south sides and a covered porch on the east (front). The rnain mass is about 32 feet wide x 56 feet
long, with the driveway to the south of the house.
The roof ridgc runs east-$,cst, with a gable in the front and a hip-and-gable form in the rear. The roof pitch
is medium, about 6 in 12. As is typical of Clraftsman houses, the roof has a wide overhang along the eaves
and gable rakes. The roof is now covered with composition shingies but was originally wooden shinglcs.
The front porch has a front gable roof that is a narrower extension of the main roof.
The exterior walls are covered with split redwood shakes with a uniform six-inch width, an exposed length
of about eight inches, and minimal gap between adjacent shakes. The bottom edges are slightly uneven
because they have not been rebutted (trimmed after splitting). Split shakes like this were used on most of
the Greene & Greene masterpieces. This size of shake, about '/o-inch in thickness by six inches wide, was
common in the period before World War l. They are sometimes called barn shakes today.
The exterior window oasings are plain boards in the typicai Craftsman manner, and the projection of the
hearJ casings beyon<1 the side casings is fairly sn-rall. Raised faux pegs are applied to the head casings above
the intersection ofside casings, and larger ones appear above the box columns ofthe porch.

Front Porch
The front elevation is dominated by a relatively large front porch with low brick walls that taper inward
slightly as they rise to an overhanging concrete cap. The floor is concrete, and steps enter the space fi'om
the driveway and also from the walkway to the norlh" The most salient porch features are the massivelooking hollow box beams running axially and transversely, forming stacked sets of beams.
The porch also has a large gable vent using double rows ofvertical slats, one row behind the other and
oftbet so the attic space cannot be seen. This type of vent design was a signature detail used repeatedly by
Webster between 1906 and 1914, and it is repeated here in the front main gable and the rear partial gable.
The inner transverse box beam has two Craftsman lanterns that may be original. According to the 1922
Sanborn map, the flat-roofed area above the front door was fonnerly an open pergola, probably roofed later
to protect the door and beams.

Entry / Living Room
The front door is a rnonolithic slab featuring oak veneer and applied copper straps simulating massive
ntedieval hinge straps. It opens directly into the living roorn, u'hich has plain-sawn oak flooring and
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bedroom sash. A built-in seat with wooden paneling occupies a shallow alcove in parl of the west wall.
The ceiling panel ofthe alcove can be pushed up to gain access to a "secret" storage space above.

Rear Corner Bedroom
The bedroom in the southwest comer is detailed in the samc manner as the front bedroom. except for having
Douglas fir flooring. This bedroom has the advantage of two exterior walls, allowing the placement of thc
pairs of casements to maximize cross-ventilation. The closet is in the east wall.

Rear Central Bedroom
The rear central bedroom is accessed frorn the end of the hall. It generally has the same trim and details as
the rear corner bedroom. The original window sash have been replaccd by jalousie windows within the
original opening. The small closet is in a shallow alcove on the east wall. Early occupants included a
servant (maid), and this bedroom was probably used as the servant's bedroom.

Garage
The garagc construction is undocumented. It is located at the far northwest corner of the lot and is oriented
so that the long axis runs south to north. The vehrcle door faces south rather than toward the street. It is
relativcly long for its width and might have been uscd for stacked (tandem) parking. Storage areas fbrm the
northern end ofthe structure. The building is currently used as a studio and storagc.
The style and materials are generally similar to the house, although the gable vent has rectangular lattice
rather than verlical slats. An east-facing side window has been covered on the inside by drywall.
Interestingly, the exterior head casing of this window has the same rectangular wooden "faux pegs" as the
house. The matching of this small detail indicates that the garage was built with both aesthetics and
practicality in mind. This brings up the possibility that the garage was built about the same time as the
house, with possibly the same designers.
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Douglas fir woodwork stained a rich brown. Most of thc woodwork is slash-grained (also called tlat-sawn),
although some of the smaller pieces appcar to be straight-grained.
The living room opens to an inglenook (without seats) on the south, and to the dining room on the west. A
very striking feature of this suite of spaces is the elaborate pattern of stacked box beams. The bottom set of
beams appears to support another layer of beams which in turn appear to support the ceiling. This pattern
of beams is unusual but was used by Wcbster in other houses. The original lights survive at the
intersections of the living room upper bcams.
The main part of the living room features a "Chicago window," with a large, fixcd single-light sash flankcd
by operable casements. Thc casements open inwardly, in common with all the casements rn the house. The
u,indows and doors have a narrow shelf atop the head casing in place of the usual cornice molding. The
head casings slightly overhang beyond the edges of side casings.
The smaller windows have leaded clear glass in a uniform rectangular grid pattern, a feature repeated in thc
inglenook. The walls are of smooth plaster. A cascd opening in the wcst wall of the living room leads to a
small nook with scat, possibly intended as a telcphone nook. A canted wall with a door leads to the front
bedroom.

lnglenook
The inglenook at the south end of the living room is set off by a simple colonnade with halt--walls. Thc
bookcases flanking the fireplace are missing their doors, which probably were similar to those on the cases
in the dining room. The wide fireplace is of common brick laid with iight-colored tnortar. The bricks are
primarily in running bond, but with wide sections of headers in the second and f'rfth courses frorn the top, a
rather subtle detail. The hearth is of cement that is scored and finished to imitate tile.
The mantle is of planks with an apron below and is continuous with the tops of the bookcases, forming a
self across the width of the space. Two large built-up wooden blocks form corbels supporting the mantle
shelf. The chimney breast has wooden comers and a decorative wooden band at mid-height.
Paired casements above the bookcases have leaded clear glass like the living room. The head height of-the
u,indows in the inglenook is just below the lower set of box beams, higher than in the remainder of the
house. Board-and-batten wainscoting rises to the height of the window sills, the top forming a secondary
shelt'. A pair of French doors in the inglenook's east wall open onto the front porch, each door having a
single large pane ofglass, an unusual configuration.

Dining Room
The dining room is separated fi'om the living room by a colonnade of the same general design as the one
setting offthe inglenook. On the dining room side, the colonnade has shelved cases with doors featuring
leaded glass in an abstract rectilinear pattem reminiscent of Prairies style art glass, but sin-rpler. This pattern
appears in all the cabinet doors in the dining room, as well as in two of the windows there. It was repeated
in Barker & Webster's Vail house of early 1909, which has many other similarities to this house.
The dining roorn is wainscoted to head-casing height. The north wall is a shallow bay with a built-in bench
flanked by chrna cabinets to counter height. The large casements above the bench feature iights divided by
wooden rnuntins into a pattern of three small lights over two long lights, a pattern used for the rvindows
with r.r,ooden muntins throughout the house. This wrndow pattem was a signature of Webster, who first
used it in his Lindsay house in Altadena ( 1 905).
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The west wall of the dining room contains a fairly large built-in buffet flanked by doorways on each side.
The main body of the buffet is symmetrical about a centcr section having a single wide drawer with two
open shelves beneath. On each side are paired narrower drawcrs with paired wooden doors below which
enclose more shelves. The copper hardware on all the casework in the dining room (including the buffet) is
quite unusual, with prominent straps and decorative shapes.

Above thc buffet's countertop is an open area with mirrors at its back, and above the opening is a line of
cupboards with three pairs of doors. These doors ltave leaded glass in the same rectilinear pattem as the
other casework. Two shelves within the upper cupboarcls provide space for displaying china. The entire
buffet area has faceted square pegs of wood accenting the areas where horizontal and vertical tnembers
intersect. The sconces on each side ofthe buffet are reproductions.

hall. The custom door features three vertical windows
north
of the burffet leads to a pass pantry' Remaining
over two wooden panels. The doorway to the
hardware shows that this doorway had a bidirectional swinging door, no doubt a twin to the hallway door.

Just south of the buff'et is a doorway leading to the

Pass Pantry

The pass pantry has a "California cooler" next to the entry from the dining room. The cooling cabinet has
upp.. und lower doors and is cleverly placed in a continuation of thc dtning room bay' On the same north
*utt i5, a cabinet with a counter top, two large metal-lined drawers, and fbur smaller drawcrs. A three-overtwo window is above this cabinet.

Thc south wa]l of the pantry features more built-in storage cabinetry with a counter shelf. Below the
counter are five drawers and a cupboard; above is a double-doored cupboard. All ofthe drawers except one
have their original brass bin pulls, while the cupboards have their original cupboard turns.
The floor is clear tongue-and-groove Douglas fir, and the walls are smooth plaster. The door and window
trim differs from the front rooms in having a simple comice molding atop the head casing, rather than the
narrow shelf found in the front of the house

Kitchen
The compact kitchen, like the pantry, is floored in Douglas fir. The fir might have originally been covered
in true linoleum, since water siaining is relatively minimal. The original sink, counter, and supporting
cabinets are missing, and there is currently a large stainless steel sink.
The doorway from the pass pantry to the kitchen is missing its door, but the latch strike is still in place'
Another iloor leads to tire hillway on the south, an<l like most of the other doors in the rear portion of the
house, this is a stock five-panel door with raisecl panels. The head casings rn the kitchen have simple
comice moldings as the pantrY.
The kitchen walls are smooth-plastered and have a horizontal rail at about four feet from the floor. The
walls below the rail are "ruled plaster," scored to imitate tiles. This kind of faux tile wainscot was common
in krtchens and bathrooms of the period, even in fairly costly homes.
The window sash over the sink on the north wall are now fixed in place. However, the wide casing between
the windorvs implies a weight pocket there, so they might have been sliphead r.t'indows that slid up into
pockets in the upper wall.

A built-in cabinet suite in the east wall of the kitchen is similar to the one in the south wall of the pantry.
having upper cupboards and lower drawers and cupboards. An unusual cabinet door in the west wall, long
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and narrow, provides access to an unfinished area within the wall; presurnably this was meant to provide
extra storage space. The kitchen chimney is behind the west wall toward the door to the screened poroh. A

rnicrowave oven mounted to the wall is said to cover a thimble for the stovepipe. A typical "back door"
(with a window replacing the top two panels) leads from the kitchen to the "screened porch."
Screened Porch (Laundry Area)

"screened porch" was the period name for the utility area that originally would have contained the laundry
sink(s) and storage. Such rooms ordinarily did not have window sash, and thc openings were merely
screened. Most, like this one, ltave been glassed in over tlte ycars.
The walls are wainscoted to head casing level with what are sometitnes called "v-boards," known at the
time as v-grooved tongue-and-groove ceiling because it was originally mostly used for ceilings. (This form
of ceiling boards was related to beaded ceiling or bead-board, which had raised beads in place of Vgrooves.) The cumcnt rear door to the yard may have been relocated here from elsewhere in the house exterior doors to screened porches were typically just screened doors. The washing appliances now occupy
the space where the laundry tub(s) would have been.

A newer wooden deck has been constructed at the exterior door ofthe screen porch. Adjacent to the deck is
a newcr metal water heater enclosure

.

Hall
The central hallway connects to the front of the house via the door south of thc dining room buffct. The
hall is tn the shape of a stubby "L" and has doors to the front bedroom, bathroom. rear corner bedroom, rear
central bedroom, and kitchen. The walls and ceiling have smooth plaster. the trim is the same as the
kitchen, and the floor is Douglas fir. A linen cabinet occupies the north wall near the dining room door. It
has a large double-doored cupboard over five drawers, and retains what seems to be the original hardware.

Front Bedroom / Den
The fiont bedroom is accessible from both the hall and the living roorn. A diagonal section of wall at the
noftheast corner of the room contains the door to the small open nook off the living room. The tloor in this
bedroom is oak, laid continuously with the living room floor.
Bedrooms like this one that could be accessed from the public rooms were planned for flexibility of use.
They could be used as a den or office, or as a bedroom. As such they might be termed a convertible den.
There are two pairs of casement windows in the south wall. The sash are variants of the three-over-two
division in that the center of the three upper panes is wider than the other two. The trim is similar to the
hall and kitchen but includes a simple picfure rail that runs around the entire room at the level of the head
casing tops. The closet is in the norlh wall.

Bathroom
To the rear of the front bedroom is the bathroom. The walls are of smooth plaster, and the newer floor is
true linoleum, the material that rnay very well have been used originally. The sink and toilet are newer, and
the locations of the toilet and tub have been changed. However, the tub itself could be original.
The original medicine cabinet is in the east wall above the sink. A rail for towel bars encircles the walls at
mid-height. There is a single, large casement in the south wall which is in the same pattern as the front
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THE OWNERS
In 1909, Josephine M. Griffith purchased the westerly two-thirds, more or less, of Lot 4 of Block
15 of the Pasadena Highland Tract in an area of unincorporated Los Angeles County. The
original property ran 380 feet north along Mar Vista beginning at the northeast corner of
Woodbury Road and just over 200 feet east-west. Early in 1910, Mrs. Griffith commissioned
local architect George J. Webster to design a winter home for her and her family in the thenpopular Craftsman style. Henry McKeen of Pasadena was to be the contractor. The reported
cost was $6,630—a typical amount for a house of this size at the time. Mrs. Griffith shared her
new home with her husband Col. William M. Griffith and their teen-age son William, Jr. Their
property was given the address 1864 North Mar Vista Avenue. (It did not receive its current
address of 1824 until most of the properties in the neighborhood were re-numbered in 1941.)
William Morton Griffith was born on October 31, 1859 in Racine, Wisconsin, but moved as a
child to Utica, New York. His father worked as a store clerk; his mother was born in Wales.
After attending the public schools, William graduated from Hamilton College and began a career
in journalism. His first job was with The Utica Herald. Later he became managing editor of the
Utica Daily Press. After gaining experience, Col. Griffith started his own news service from the
state capital and gained a reputation for his reporting of political and legislative matters. After
transferring his news-gathering to Washington, DC, Col. Griffith was hired as private secretary
by James S. Sherman who would become Vice-President under William Howard Taft. He later
accepted a job as secretary to the newly-elected Governor of New York, Frank S. Black. The
position brought with it status as a colonel of artillery on the governor’s military staff, through
which he saw service in the Spanish-American War. After his stint in politics and government,
Col. Griffith went to New York City where he founded a banking and real estate trust business
known as the Queen County Trust Company.
Mrs. Griffith was born Josephine Maynard in Utica, New York on May 11, 1859. Her parents
were English, her father Thomas employed as a merchant. Thomas had died by 1870 but
Josephine continued to live in Utica with her widowed mother Georgiana until her own marriage
to Col. Griffith in 1884. Their son William Morrison Griffith was born on December 18, 1897 in
Brazil, Indiana.
Col. and Mrs. Griffith considered Altadena their winter home until 1921, when they moved there
permanently. Col. Griffith continued his interest in Republican politics and ran several local
campaigns. In 1929, he was the major investor and president of the Commercial Aircraft
Corporation established by a group of Pasadena residents. Both he and his wife were members
of the Westminster Presbyterian Church where Col. Griffith served on the finance committee.
Mrs. Griffith was remembered for her religious and charitable work.
In 1913 Josephine Griffith purchased from Thomas M. Livingston a 60-foot-wide parcel along
Mar Vista to extend the northerly boundary of her property. According to the County Assessor,
a small improvement had appeared on the property by 1917. But in 1924, they commissioned
the construction of what is now 1844 North Mar Vista (then 1880 North Mar Vista), perhaps as
a home for their son when he became an adult or as caretakers’/servants’ quarters or possibly just
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as an investment. The architect is unknown, but the house bears a striking resemblance in
stylistic features and materials to the Griffiths’ original home, so may also have been designed
by George Webster.
The Griffiths sold off a 125-by140.75-foot lot at the northeast corner of Woodbury and Mar
Vista and a house was built on it in 1920. However, by 1925 they had expanded their holdings
and now owned both sides of the cul-de-sac that extended north from Woodbury on the east side
of their home. Most of these parcels, all with East Woodbury addresses, had already been
developed: 1157 (1923), 1167 (1900), 1169 (1925), and 1175 (1925).
Despite having a different middle name, the Griffiths’ son was known as William M., Jr. He
would become a vaudeville entertainer and a freelance stage and screen actor, sometimes billed
as “Billy Griffith.” He acted in small roles in many movies from the 1920s to the 1950s,
including The Devil Bat, Whirlwind Horseman, A Famous Male Impersonator, The Great
Ziegfeld, Time Out for Romance, Everybody Does It, and Devil Goddess. During the 1930s he
appeared in musical revues at the Pasadena Playhouse and in the 1950s had guest roles in such
television series as The Life of Riley, Highway Patrol, Cheyenne, The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin,
and The Adventures of Wild Bill Hickok.
Josephine Griffith died on December 13, 1937 at the age of 78. After becoming a widower, Col.
Griffith moved to Pasadena where he passed away on January 21, 1945 at the age of 85. An
article on Col. Griffith from a 1926 issue of the Morning Sun and copies of their obituaries from
the Pasadena Star-News are attached on pages 18 through 20.
Title to his mother’s Mar Vista and Woodbury properties had been transferred to William M.
Griffith, Jr. By 1940, he had sold off the parcels on the east side of the cul-de-sac. In November
1941, he sold 1844 and 1824 Mar Vista as separate properties, severing the ownership tie that
had existed since 1913. The northerly 20 feet of the grounds of 1824 were added to the grounds
of 1844 at that time, leaving 1824 with its current configuration along Mar Vista.
The next owners of 1824 were Howell M. Watson, a commercial printer, and his wife Lena Mae
Watson. They shared the house with three of their children. Mr. Watson was a native of Texas,
born in December 1889. He grew up in San Antonio. One of his first jobs was as a clerk for the
Western Weighing Company, but by 1910 he was working as a printer in Greenfield. Around
1917, he married his wife, the former Lena Pruitt who had also been born in Texas in October
1893. They would have four children: Marvin C. (born 1920), Mildred (born 1922), Lloyd (born
1924), and Donald (born 1927). By 1930, Mr. Watson had moved to Pasadena where he and his
son Marvin were in business together as carpenters. However, just two years later, Mr. Watson
returned to the commercial printing field. He was later associated with The Mission Press, also
known as Little Bibles, Inc.
Mrs. Watson became sole owner of the property in November 1945. She sold off the westerly 63
feet in May 1947 and a new house was built on it that year with the address of 1165 East
Woodbury. Mr. Watson died in December 1967 at the age of 77. Mrs. Watson survived him by
many years, passing away in January 1988, having reached the age of 103.
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Interestingly, William M. Griffith, Jr., retained ownership of what is now 1171 East Woodbury
until 1960. It contained a 1921 structure that probably had served as the garage on his parents’
estate. “Billy” Griffith died of a heart attack at the Motion Picture Country House on July 21,
1960 at the age of 62. His short obituary from the Los Angeles Times is attached on page 21.
Mary Anna Stanakis (1899-1982), the widow of Frank Stanakis, and her daughter Dorothy June
Smith were recorded as co-owners of the property in July 1954. Mrs. Stanakis, the daughter of
German parents, was born in Wisconsin. Her late husband, who was of Lithuanian descent, was
born in Pennsylvania. He worked as a hospital nurse in Leyden, Illinois before his death in 1934.
They had two children, both born in Illinois: Francis R. (1921-1970) and Dorothy June (19251987). While living on Mar Vista, Mrs. Stanakis became well-known for her annual elaborate
Christmas displays.
In March 1971, Paul Clayton Smith, Jr., and his wife Shirley M. Smith became the owners.
Mr. Smith, born around 1924 in Indiana, was an employee of Aero Supply. He married his wife,
the former Shirley M. Nesbitt, who was twenty years his junior, in 1965. Mr. Smith was
interested in politics. In 1964, the people of Altadena and unincorporated Pasadena went to the
polls to decide if the City of Altadena should be incorporated. On the same ballot, Mr. Smith
was a candidate for a potential city council position. However, incorporation was rejected and
Mr. Smith never served. He died in 1979 at age 54.
Title passed to Michael Gerard Culross, a nationally-known poet, and his wife Betty A. Culross
in October 1976. Mr. Culross (1942-2010) received a B.A. from the University of Iowa and an
M.A. from Syracuse University. He taught creative writing at the University of Wisconsin at
Green Bay and at Antioch College in West Los Angeles, gave many poetry readings nationwide,
and contributed pieces to more than twenty magazines. Two of his published poetry books were
The Bushleaguers (1970) and The Lost Heroes (1974). He was also a film-maker and a jazz
music arranger. He married the former Betty Ann Henderson, a singer and teacher, in 1965.
They had six children: Kathy, Tom, Patti, Peter, Michael, Jr., and Melissa. Michael, Jr., a
teacher in the Pasadena schools and also a musician, was fairly prominent. Michael and Betty
Culross eventually parted company. Michael Culross, Sr., was living in San Carlos by 1996 and
died in Washington State. Betty Culross moved to Redding where she worked in the medical
field.
In August 1978, John Charles Kulli and Cynthia Virginia Cable took possession. Dr. Kulli, born
in 1942, grew up in Pasadena where he attended Polytechnic School. He earned a degree from
Harvard and an M.D. from the Keck School of Medicine at U.S.C. After completing his
residency at U.C.L.A., he became a practicing anesthesiologist. He and a partner were granted
patents for the development of a new type of syringe. Ms. Cable, born in 1944, was an artist.
She and Dr. Kulli later moved to Rochester, New York.
Mark Lynn Nelson and his wife Cathlynn Elisabeth Nelson were recorded as owners in January
1984. Cathlynn Nelson was a chiropractor. She later moved to Englewood, Colorado and remarried.
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In August 1993, Charles Gregory Schultz, an attorney, and Julia E. Liss became the owners.
Born in 1946, Mr. Schultz was a native of Minnesota. He earned an undergraduate degree from
the University of California, Berkeley and a law degree from the Hastings College of Law in San
Francisco. He was admitted to the California State Bar in 1990. Ms. Liss was a professor of
history at Scripps College and chair of its History Department. She has published books in the
field of cultural anthropology. She earned her B.A. at Wesleyan University and a Ph.D. at the
University of California, Berkeley. She and Mr. Schultz moved to Claremont after selling their
Mar Vista Avenue home.
Richard Webster and his wife Kimberly Kenne have been the owners since July 1996.
THE ARCHITECT
George J. Webster was a fairly prolific Craftsman architect during a span of a little over ten years
just before World War I. Lack of details about his life before and after he entered the
architectural field have made him somewhat of a “mystery man.” Although Altadena has claimed
him as its “own” architect because some of his best work was done in that community (which he
also called home for several years), his designs can be found throughout the Los Angeles area.
George James Webster was born of British parents in Uruguay on April 28, 1868, but remained a
citizen of the United Kingdom all his life. Interestingly, the census indicates that Spanish was
the primary language spoken in the home while he was a child. Around 1898, he married the
former Annie Macpherson Southerland (1872-1954), a native of Scotland. Mr. and Mrs. Webster
were living in the Long Beach area by 1902. Los Angeles directories of 1903 showed him
working as a draftsman for architect M. Paul Martin. The 1904 Pasadena directory listed him as a
“rancher” residing in Altadena on the east side of Lincoln Avenue just south of Figueroa Drive.
However, he and his wife seemed to move quite often within Pasadena and Altadena, sometimes
living in houses of his own design.
After setting up an architectural practice around 1905, Webster designed his first documented
house for Mabel Farris of Pasadena which still stands at 619 South Los Robles Avenue. For the
rest of his career, he specialized in rustic bungalows, some quite modest in size, primarily in
Altadena and Pasadena, but in the greater Los Angeles area as well. The Builder and Contractor
journal always identified Webster as a “building designer” rather than as an “architect” which
probably means he was never licensed as a professional by the State of California.
Nevertheless, some of his designs were featured in magazines, such as the Ladies Home Journal
and House Beautiful, and in bungalow design books.
In late 1906, Webster temporarily gave up his practice and moved to Sonora, Mexico, but
returned in mid-1907. In 1908 he formed a brief partnership with Neal Dow Barker (18561925), an Altadena resident and, like Webster, a native of England and a former employee of
M. Paul Martin. From their office in downtown Los Angeles, Barker and Webster designed
around fifteen houses, the majority of them outside Pasadena. Because Webster’s name was not
listed separately in directories as an architect during this time, it had been thought that he may
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have also worked for another firm during this period. Some have speculated he was employed as
a draftsman for the famed designing team of Charles and Henry Greene, but no documentation
has been found for this.
By mid-1909, Webster had resumed his solo career: many of the residences he began designing
in that year were on a grander, more elaborate scale than those he had designed in the 1906-07
period, although still very much in the Craftsman style. By 1911 Mr. and Mrs. Webster had
moved to Garfield Avenue–a block-long neighborhood straddling the Pasadena/Altadena border
for which Webster designed many of the houses (see below). By 1917, his directory listing had
dropped the “architect” occupation, although he continued to live in Altadena. In late 1919, he
and his wife moved to Laguna Beach where he again identified himself as an architect.
Mrs. Webster became a well-known amateur horticulturist in the area.
Webster appears to have had an interest in photography as well as architecture. Los Angeles
directories of 1915 indicate he was serving as secretary and treasurer of the West Coast Art
Company, photographers, in addition to his designing work. He also had several poems
published in local newspapers.
George J. Webster died at the age of 76 on February 5, 1945 at a home in San Clemente to which
he had moved just a month previously. He was interred at the Mountain View Mausoleum in
Altadena. Webster was survived by his wife. They evidently had no children. His brief obituary
is attached on page 16.
A selected list of Webster’s works in Pasadena and Altadena is appended below. Many of them
feature his trademark “Webster windows” which first appeared in 1905: a sash design featuring a
row of three nearly square lights in the upper 20%, set over two long vertical lights arranged side
by side. Other architectural details associated with Webster include: knee braces with blended
integral feet, board-on-board gable venting, cut-out porches, and beam-on-bracket eave supports.
In Pasadena:
147 and 155 Millard (designed for himself)–1905 (demolished)
Farris residence, 619 South Los Robles Avenue–1905 (Webster’s oldest extant house,
designed in a transitional turn-of-the-century style, now altered with the addition
of a second story.)
O’Reilly residence, 1682 North Fair Oaks Avenue–1906 (demolished)
Mountain View Land Company speculative houses, 855 Chapman and 1003 Glen–1906
Leavitt residence, 490 Maylin Street–1909 (altered)
Christie residence, 1230 North Marengo Avenue–1911 (altered)
Stone residence, 397 Summit Avenue–1911
Williams residence, 906 East Orange Grove Blvd.–1912 (demolished)
In Altadena:
Lindsay residence, 416 East Altadena Drive–1905
White residence, 382 Buena Loma Court–1906 (altered; interestingly, done for the sisterin-law of Charles Greene)
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J. S. Paul residence, 1163 Rubio Street–1909
P. J. McNally residences, 357 East Altadena Drive–1905 and
323 East Altadena Drive–1909
Clarence Valentine residence, 600 Alameda Street–1910
Jane Griffith residences, 945 New York Drive–1910 and 938 and
958 Morada Place–1911
Welles residence (known as “Rosewall”), 180 East Mendocino Street–1911 (Webster’s
most costly commission)
Whiting residence, 1158 New York Drive–1912
Walter Valentine residences, 2800 Holliston Avenue and 1419 East Palm Street–
both1912 (including entrance portals at the northeast corner of Holliston and
Palm–also 1912)
Along North Garfield below Woodbury Road at the Altadena/Pasadena border, Webster
designed at least nine Craftsman residences over a seven-year period. Eight of these dwellings
are still standing, several of which Mr. and Mrs. Webster lived in. Those that have been either
fully documented or strongly attributed to him are: 2053/55 (1911); 2056 (1911); 2073 (1914–
altered; probably the last house he designed in the Pasadena area); 2080 (1909); 2085 (1909);
2101 (1917–moved from North Wilson Avenue in Pasadena); 2108 (1913); 2121 (1911); and
2151 (demolished).
Webster was the owner/developer of 2053/55, 2056, 2101, and 2121. He lived at 2056 from 1911
to 1913 and again in 1916; at 2121 from 1913 to 1915 and again in 1917; and at 2101 in 1918
and 1919.
Note: Much of this report was based on the research of John G. Ripley.
THE BUILDER
Henry McKeen was born Mathew Henry McKeen (he preferred the use of his middle name) in
Mabou, Inverness County, Nova Scotia, Canada on September 1, 1864. He moved to Pasadena
in 1895 and began advertising his services as a carpenter. By 1915, he had “promoted” himself
to building contractor. However, in his later years, he again identified himself as a carpenter.
His first residence was at 666 North Raymond Avenue. He later moved to 171 South Oakland
Avenue. By 1915, he was living with his wife Louise F. McKeen and their two daughters Grace
and Edith at 275 Center Street (now known as East Del Mar Blvd.). McKeen probably
constructed all the houses he lived in.
Having built at least 37 single-family homes in Pasadena during the Craftsman era (1904-1918),
McKeen developed a reputation as an authority on design, materials, and construction. His
houses were recognized for their “signature detailing.” He is credited with designing most of his
early houses himself. Later in his career, that lasted well into his older years, McKeen served as
builder for a number of well-known architects such as Charles W. Buchanan, Lester S. Moore,
Frederick L. Roehrig, Harold Bissner, and Sylvanus Marston.
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McKeen died on March 28, 1958, having reached the age of 93. His short obituary from the
Pasadena Star-News is attached on page 17.
Some of the still-extant houses that McKeen is credited with having designed and built:
465 North El Molino Avenue (1907)
1545 North Los Robles Avenue (1908)
700 South Los Robles Avenue (1909)
651, 694, and 726 South Oakland Avenue (all 1909)
951 North Hudson Avenue (1909)
1029 North Garfield Avenue (1909)
797 and 831 North Mentor Avenue (both 1909)
1074 North Los Robles (1910)
397 and 1875 Summit Avenue (both 1911)
1029 North Raymond Avenue (1911)
764 and 810 North Chester Avenue (both 1911)
1211 North Los Robles Avenue (1911)
1071 North Marengo Avenue (1911)
1090 North Marengo Avenue (1914)
753 North Garfield Avenue (1914)
1095 North Marengo Avenue (1915)
THE ARCHITECTURAL STYLE
The popularity of the bungalow coincided with the rise of the Arts and Crafts movement in the
United States. Gustav Stickley has been credited with the wide popularity of the Arts and Crafts
movement in America. Seen as rebels against both the complicated style of the Victorian age
and impersonal products of the new machine age, Craftsman proponents created a new
appreciation for hand craftsmanship. Stickley's Craftsman magazine, published from 1901 to
1916, brought his ideals and the theory of a new style of architecture to the nation. Craftsman
Homes, a bungalow design book published by Stickley, allowed inexperienced owners and small
contractors to build bungalows which were inexpensive and simple in design and construction,
yet comfortable and in tune with their natural surroundings.
But the chief "brick and mortar" inspiration for the Craftsman style came from two brothers
living in Pasadena--Charles Sumner Greene and Henry Mather Greene who practiced between
1893 and 1914. About 1903 they began to design simple Craftsman-type bungalows; by 1909
they had designed and executed several exceptional landmark examples that have been called the
"ultimate bungalows." The two most well-known of these in Pasadena are the Gamble House at
4 Westmoreland Place and the Blacker House at 1177 Hillcrest Avenue, for both of which the
Greenes created a total "look," including furniture, fabrics, and landscaping. Several influences-the English Arts and Crafts movement, an interest in oriental wooden architecture, an
appreciation of the Swiss chalet tradition, and their early training in the manual arts--appear to
have led the Greenes to design and construct these intricately detailed buildings.
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These and similar residences were given extensive publicity in such magazines as the Western
Architect, The Architect, House Beautiful, Good Housekeeping, Architectural Record, Country
Life in America, and Ladies' Home Journal, thus familiarizing the rest of the nation with their
style. As a result, a flood of pattern books appeared, offering plans for Craftsman bungalows;
some even offered completely pre-cut packages of lumber and detailing to be assembled by local
labor. Through these vehicles, the one-story Craftsman house quickly became the most popular
and fashionable smaller house in the country. (Architectural historians David Gebhard and
Robert Winter have characterized this architecture as the closest thing to a democratic art that
has ever been produced.) High-style interpretations are rare except in California, where they
have been called the Western Stick style. One-story vernacular examples are often called simply
"California bungalows."
As early as 1904, Pasadena and the newer neighborhoods of Los Angeles were widely known for
their Craftsman homes which differed from their Eastern and Midwestern counterparts. It is no
surprise that those living near the arroyos and foothills favored the Craftsman style which fit so
superbly in such picturesque, rustic settings. The defining elements of the style were the use,
and in fact the glorification, of natural materials; a horizontal orientation; low-pitched gable
roofs; wood detailing, including dark stained heavy beams and timbers, sometimes attached
together by metal banding; exposed rafters; wide roof overhangs with unenclosed eaves,
supported by brackets; wide porches; horizontal bands of casement windows (often with Tiffanytype stained glass accents in the more costly homes); massive brick, block, or stone foundations,
porch supports, and walls; and visible guttering and drainage systems that were often
incorporated into the design by means of metal bracketing. Interior built-in features such as
bookcases and dining-room buffets were popular. Lighting fixtures were often copper with
tinted glass. A few Craftsman architects also incorporated elements from other popular styles,
such as Eastern Shingle and English Tudor or skewed the architectural elements into a Japanese
or Swiss look. Although the emphasis was on simplicity of design, a break from the ornamented
cluttered style of the Victorian period, some of the larger architectural creations were
"bungalows" in name only.
The popularity of Craftsman homes for the wealthy ended rather suddenly around 1912, but the
middle class continued to build in the style through World War I. The war drastically slowed
down building and development in general in the Los Angeles area. For example, in Pasadena
before 1917, houses were being built at a rate of approximately 500 per year, dropping to about
140 in 1917 and 40 in 1918. After the war, some modest Craftsman homes were built in working
class neighborhoods through the early 1920s. Materials changed after the war, giving the
Craftsman homes of this period a different look. The size of timber had changed from 2 x 4" to
1 1/2 x 3 1/2" and formerly rough wood surfaces had given way to smooth surfaces. As a result,
late Craftsman homes were stylistically more restrained and refined and the characteristic
elements were on a reduced scale.
A number of reasons have been offered as to why the popularity of Craftsman architecture ended
so quickly after World War I. Probably all are valid in their own way. Soldiers returning from
the horrors of trench warfare were ready to start new lives in new surroundings, while the
Craftsman philosophy of the perfectibility of mankind through arts and crafts probably rang
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hollow in a new age of cynicism after the war. Stickley’s studio and the Craftsman magazine
had gone bankrupt during the 1910s, the concept of individually hand-crafted homes giving away
to the more manufactured look of Craftsman tracts, often mass-produced or based on
commercially available bungalow kits and floorplans. The growing popularity of motion
pictures may also have played a part in turning homeowners’ fascination to more exotic settings,
paving the way for the almost all-consuming interest in period revival architecture that was to
follow in the 1920s.
The Griffith house is a good example of the Craftsman style with its combed-shingle wall
covering, cut-in porch, rolled roof with copper gutters, deep eaves, prominent “outrigger” beam
ends (a design motif which shows up again at the ends of the upper window casings, board-onboard venting, and three-over-two windows--some arranged in bands.
THE HOUSE AND PROPERTY IN THE PUBLIC RECORD
There is no original building permit on file for this property. Los Angeles County did not begin
issuing permits for its unincorporated areas until 1927.
The earliest permit on file at the County’s Building Division was dated April 25, 1952 and called
for a connection of the property to the public sewer.
A new electrical service panel was to be installed in April 1979.
A permit was issued on May 10, 1983 for a re-shingling of the exterior walls and the remodeling
of an upstairs porch. The owner identified himself as both designer and contractor. The cost was
estimated at $6,000.
A permit was issued on August 24, 1993 for a seismic retrofit to anchor the house to its
foundation. Cal-Seismic of Pasadena was the contractor for this job, valued at $5,500.
On February 7, 1994, permission was given to remodel the kitchen, a laundry area, a breakfast
room, and a half-bathroom. Michelle Lanane of El Segundo was the architect. The owner was to
act as his own contractor. The cost was estimated at $30,000.
The demolition of the old garage and the construction of a new 552-square-foot detached garage
were permitted on October 20, 1997. James E. Sullivan of La Cañada was the architect and
Randy Gulick Building and Remodeling of West Covina was the contractor. The cost was to be
$13,800.
A new HVAC system was to be installed in July 2000.
On April 17, 2001 approval was given to build a pergola and to do restoration work on the lower
roof and porch at a cost of $35,000. Tim Andersen of Seattle, Washington was the architect and
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Thomas Lake Builder, Inc., of Pasadena was the contractor. A total of 929 square feet were to be
involved.
The house was to be re-roofed in July 2004 for $13,000.
Copies of some of these permits can be found on pages 31 through 37.
(Note: Permits for very minor alterations, such as water heater replacement, are not included.
Also not included are permits missing from the file or whose microfilmed or digital copies are
indecipherable and not otherwise recorded or described in Assessor’s records.)
The Los Angeles County Assessor first visited the property on February 28, 1917 and recorded a
two-story residence with a cobblestone foundation, walls covered in shakes, and a composition
roof with four gables. Heat was provided by two fireplaces and a gas furnace with eleven
openings. There were fourteen plumbing fixtures connected to a cesspool. Lighting fixtures
were rated of “good” quality. The house had a total of nine hardwood floors.
The Assessor estimated the square footage at 4,412. On the first floor were five living rooms
(one was probably a dining room), one bedroom, one bathroom, and a kitchen. The second floor
contained hallways, four bedrooms, and a sleeping porch. There was also a cement-lined
basement that was twelve by eighteen feet and six feet deep. The garage, measuring 16 by 22
feet, had a cement floor, walls covered in shakes, and a composition roof.
In 1969, the Assessor noted a 186-square-foot one-story addition to the southwest corner of the
house.
In 1998, the Assessor added to the building record a new 26-by-30-foot garage. It had a
concrete-slab floor, wood exterior, a roof covered in shakes, an overhead door, and an unfinished
interior.
The Los Angeles County Assessor currently estimates the square footage of the house at 4,082
with five bedrooms and two bathrooms. Copies of the Assessor’s building records are attached
on pages 38 through 41.
THE WORLD AND COMMUNITY IN 1910
The Western world was still basking in the glow of the Edwardian era, unaware it was soon to
come to an end in the trenches of World War I. There was at least one major disturbance in
1910–the beginning of the Mexican Revolution and civil war which was to last for a decade and
claim an estimated one million lives. Also on the international scene, the Union of South Africa
was formed. General H. Curtis won the $10,000 New York World prize for the first continuous
flight from Albany to New York City–137 miles in 152 minutes. The Boy Scouts of America
was also formed in 1910. In science, Thomas Hunt Morgan discovered a link between genes and
heredity.
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In 1910, the population of the state of California reached over 2.3 million. Republican James N.
Gillett remained Governor, although his term was to come to an end the following January, as
Republican Progressives swept the state elections. Making news around the country on
October 1 was the bombing of the Los Angeles Times building which killed 21 people. Labor
leaders J. B. and J. J. McNamara were later convicted of this sabotage but avoided the death
penalty thanks to their defense by Clarence Darrow.
By this time, the City of Pasadena was 24 years old and had become known throughout the
country as a destination resort, offering fine hotels and shops to wealthy visitors from the East
and Midwest. Many of these visitors would stay to establish winter or year-round homes. In
1910, Pasadena opened the first Hill Avenue Branch Library, then called the “East Pasadena
Branch” on East Colorado Street. Also to open that year was the city’s first privately owned
emergency hospital. Caltech, then still known as Throop Polytechnic Institute, moved to its
current campus in 1910. Both the Pasadena Nazarene College and the Andrew Jackson
Elementary School opened that year. Famed artisan Ernest Batchelder organized the Batchelder
Tile Company in 1910, and Arnold’s Jewelry store (still in existence) opened on Colorado Street.
Ahead of its time, the Pasadena Day Nursery opened at 318 East Colorado for children between
the ages of two and twelve of working mothers.
In 1910, Altadena was a rural, unincorporated retreat for retired Easterners and for businessmen
who worked in the bustling cities of Pasadena and Los Angeles--easily reachable by the street
cars that ran directly down Lake and Fair Oaks Avenues. Small orchards, poultry farms, and
vineyards dominated the west end of town, while open ranchlands still occupied the eastern side.
(The Porter Ranch, just east of Lake Avenue would not be subdivided until 1912, prompted by
the creation of the Altadena Golf Course the year before.) The rustic surroundings of Altadena
attracted a number of artists and writers. The foothills of the San Gabriels were largely
undeveloped, beckoning outdoorsmen as the "great age of hiking" dawned. The Mt. Lowe
Railway was also a very popular attraction in the local mountains. Although several small
Craftsman-style neighborhoods came into being in Altadena during the first two decades of the
century, development did not start to boom until the 1920s with the creation of the Altadena
Country Club Park subdivision--a prestigious large-lot development across Allen Avenue from
the golf course. Boosters of the time described Altadena as "the paradise of the foothills". For
more information on Altadena and its history, consult the book Altadena: Between Wilderness
and City by Michele Zack, published by the Altadena Historical Society in 2004.
Among the major literary works written in1910 were Howards End by E. M. Forster and The
Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock--T. S. Eliot’s seminal poem that did not see publication until
1915. A number of famous authors died in 1910; among them: Mark Twain, William James,
Julia Ward Howe, O. Henry, and Leo Tolstoy. Artists Pablo Picasso, Marcel Duchamp, Marc
Chagall, Edvard Munch, and Henri Matisse were all active in 1910. American artist Winslow
Homer died in that year. Krazy Kat, the comic strip created by George Herriman, debuted in
1910, as did Victor Herbert’s operetta Naughty Marietta; the theatrical version of Rebecca of
Sunnybrook Farm; Eddie Foy and his Seven Little Foys; Giacomo Puccini’s opera The Girl of
the Golden West; and Shelton Brooks’ song Some of These Days, which would become the
signature song of Sophie Tucker.
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NOTES
In December 1910, the Southwest Builder and Contractor, a weekly journal of the construction
trade, announced that a contract had been recorded for the construction of the Griffith house. It
was described as a “two-story, ten-room frame and plaster residence.” A copy of the
announcement is attached on page 15.
The Griffith house has been featured on a number of home tours. Scripts from Altadena
Heritage, Guiding Eyes, Historic Highlands, and Pasadena Heritage are attached on pages 22
through 30. These scripts give a good summary of the work recent owners have done to restore
both the exterior and interior of the house.
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROPERTY
In its historical and architectural resources survey of Altadena and the adjacent unincorporated
areas conducted in the early 1990s, Altadena Heritage determined that the Griffith house was
potentially eligible for listing on a local inventory of significant sites due to its association with a
noted local architect, its good state of preservation, and its contribution to the architectural and
historical context of the North Mar Vista Avenue neighborhood. It may also be eligible for
listing on the California Register of Historical Resources and the National Register of Historic
Places.
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A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~
Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~ Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Craftsman Bungalow, altered, one of three-in-a-row on the west side of South
Budlong Avenue, designed in 1908 by designers Barker & Weber for client
A. C. Tobias, at 2911/north of 2915 S. Budlong Ave., the Subject bungalow.

Craftsman Bungalow, altered, one of three-in-a-row on the west side of South
Budlong Avenue, designed in 1908 by designers Barker & Weber for client
A. C. Tobias, at 2921/south of 2915 S. Budlong Ave., the Subject bungalow.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~
Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~ Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

1999 MLS photograph of Subject property, 2915 S. Budlong Ave., view west.

Current photograph of additional Craftsman bungalow, altered, designed by G. J. Webster,
sole practitioner, in 1910 at 2931 S. Budlong Ave.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~ Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~
Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

South elevation: Cantered wall in south protruding gable
with inglenook chimney, overhanging eaves, tri-cut
brackets, paired casement multi-pane windows,
continuation of major east/west gable, south concrete
driveway, southwest corner rear/west yard, view west.

North elevation: Showing different under the eaves
treatment for protruding gabled eaves, photograph
at left, and main gable eaves, here. Single bulkhead
door to cellar, protruding north gable area, north
path with added pedestrian gate, view east.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~
Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~ Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Rear/east elevation with kitchen chimney; southeast corner with canted walls; fruit trees,
view northeast.

Garage, currently utilized as art studio: South façade entry, view north.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~
Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~ Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Dining room: Cabinets in south half wall with leaded glass doors and decorative
copper hinges and door pulls/latches and piers; living and dining rooms with
intersecting beam work and piers; living room north wall ribbon of multi-pane
casement windows; south wall pair casement windows with multi-panes, slab
door with decorative copper hinges; original petal lights fixtures at intersection
of living room ceiling beams, view northeast.

Living room: South, west and north walls with view into inglenook with brick
fireplace on south wall, baseboard, view south.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~
Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~ Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Inglenook: Living room southeast corner; north half-wall with wainscoting
supported by piers; east wall French doors, wainscoting; cabinets sans doors
plus two drawers beneath with patterned copper draw pulls, paired multipaned casements above at either side of brick fireplace at south wall with
wood mantel/brackets; stacked beam work at ceiling ending in decorative
wood work; hardwood floor, view east.

Inglenook: South wall brick fireplace with cabinets sans doors plus two
drawers with patterned copper drawer pulls beneath at either side and paired
multipaned casement windows above; west wall with single casement window
which originally matched multipaned casements at south wall, wainscoting;
half-wall between inglenook and living room with entry to office at north
in west wall of living room, view west.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~
Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~ Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Inglenook: Southeast corner; south wall brick fireplace/wood mantle/brackets,
Cabinet sans original doors with two drawers with patterned copper draw pulls
beneath at either side, paired multi-paned casement windows above, southwest
corner, wainscoting at walls, hardwood floor, baseboard, view south.

View from inglenook north wall through to northeast corner living room:
Intersecting ceiling stacked beams and piers; living room east wall paired threeover-two casement window, slab entry door with patterned copper decorative
hinges, display window flanked by single casements with multi-pane
unit; half-wall between rooms; southeast corner single-pane French doors.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~ Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~
Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Dining room: West entry to pantry; built-in cabinets with
leaded glass doors at each side of built-in bench, windows
above cabinets patterned as cabinet doors, view north.

Dining room: Built-in bench at north wall, cabinets with
leaded glass doors at each side of bench, three over-two
casement windows, windows above cabinets patterned as
cabinets, view northeast.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~
Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~ Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Dining room: Entry to hallway leading to non-public rooms; breakfront top section,
with leaded glass doors with patterned copper hinges and handles, horizontal mirror
behind audio equipment; door to pantry, view northwest.

Dining room: Break front lower section drawers and cabinetry with patterned copper
hinges, handles and drawer pulls, hardwood floor, view northwest.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~
Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~ Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Detail: Original hammered/cut copper decorative hinges and rolled door pulls with escutcheons
of hammered copper and original leaded glass windows modeling residence windows in
cabinet doors.

Detail: One of original copper curled flower light fixtures at intersections of living room
boxed beams.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~ Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~
Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Pantry: Northwest corner, kitchen entry; original cabinetry,
casement window, built-in cabinetry, north wall; corner of
east work area, view north.

Pantry: Southeast corner; Built-in cabinetry, south wall,
view south.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~ Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~
Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Detail: Original built-in kitchen cabinets and drawers,
Southeast corner of kitchen, view east.

Kitchen, east wall: Northeast corner, entry to pantry,
original built-in kitchen cabinet at left, open 5-panel
door to private hallway; original railing and baseboard
around kitchen. view northeast.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~ Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~
Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Kitchen: West wall with kitchen chimney at microwave
attachment point, open 5-panel door to laundry room; north
wall with original casement windows above sink; northeast
corner, view north.

Laundry room, west off kitchen, former service porch:
5-panel door in west wall to exterior; wainscot of narrow
tongue and groove; run of original window openings
some with substituted glazing; original twin laundry sinks,
covered at northwest corner, view west.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~ Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~
Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Living room with intersecting beams with original petal
light fixtures; diagonal entry with visitor bench in small
hallway off living room to home office at north,
baseboard, view north.

Original diagonal 5-panel door placement with visitors’
bench in hallway entry to home office through west
wall of living room with continuation of public room
flooring, baseboard, view north.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~
Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~ Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Original south home office, at west of living room/inglenook: South wall; southwest corner,
hardwood flooring matching other public rooms, baseboard and picture rail, view south.

Original south home office, at west of living room/inglenook: Northwest corner; 5-panel
door to private hallway at south of dining room breakfront, door to closet, door in
diagonal wall to short hallway north of living room with visitor’s bench; original
picture rail and baseboard around entire room, view north.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~ Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~
Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Private hallway: From original 5-panel door in Maid’s room,
currently utilized as artist’s studio/storage, west to dining
room at east, attic entry through ceiling hatch east of
Maid’s room, and chair rail, view east.

Private hallway: Original linen closet on north wall
near dining room door at east; floor is Douglas fir
as are all private room floors, view north.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~ Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~
Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Bathroom: Original built-ins at west wall; northwest
corner; 5-panel door at north wall, view north.

Bathroom: East wall; diagonal corner; south wall with single
casement window; west wall with original wood built-ins
and mirror; railing around room, view south.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~
Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~ Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Southwest bedroom: Open 5-panel door to private hallway in north wall, closet door at east
wall. Picture rail around entire room; south wall window view east.

Southwest bedroom: Open one of pair of three-over-two casement windows at south wall;
west wall open paired casement windows; northwest corner; picture rail around room,
view west.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~ Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~
Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Maid’s room, now utilized as artist’s studio/storage:
West wall original window opening, north wall,
view northwest.

Maid’s room, now utilized as artist’s studio/storage:
East wall; open 5-panel door to private hallway; open door
in hallway to southwest bedroom; south wall of Maid’s
room; picture rail around entire room, view southeast.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~ Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~
Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

West/rear yard: Southwest corner of bungalow; historic
orange tree, added brick/stone permeable ground cover
with added artist’s free-shaped recycled water pool;
overhanging eaves/gutter of garage at west, view south.

East elevation of “L” shaped garage: Main body beneath
north/south gable at west, head of “L” at north, original
shingle cladding, with small patch, and door, overhanging
eaves with plain brackets, view north.

A. C. Tobias Bungalow: 2915 S. Budlong Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007 ~ Designers: Barker & Webster ~ Style: Rustic Craftsman Bungalow ~
Year Built: 1908 ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Sept 2020.

Detail: Front porch, north facing profile. Note faux pegs
near the top of each box beam. Faux peg detail repeated
in garage constuction.

Eucalyptus sideroxylon, common name Red or Pink
Ironbark, with heavily textured bark with a reddish/
pinkish undertone which is not shed. One is on the
parkway at the Subject property, 2915 S. Budlong
Ave.; two are on the parkway of 2921, view south.
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Case Number:
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Generalized Zoning
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Address: 2915 S BUDLONG AVE

Tract: COTTON'S BUDLONG AVE
TRACT

Zoning: R2-1-O

APN: 5054014013

Block: None

General Plan: Low Medium I Residential

PIN #: 120B197 110

Lot: 13
Arb: 1
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