
3421 S Catalina St
Los Angeles, CA, 90007

ZA-2025-2727-PUB
ENV-2025-2737-CE

• August 20, 2025

• Zoning Administrator Hearing

• Applicant:
• The Ministry of Patriots and Veterans 

Affairs of the Republic of Korea (MPVA)

• Representative
• Irvine & Associates, Inc.
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Project 
Description

&
Entitlement 
Requested

• Pursuant to L.A.M.C. Section 14.00.B

• A Public Benefit Alternative Compliance to allow for 
the use and maintenance of an existing 2,471 square 
foot dwelling as a Young Korean Academy site as a 
cultural, educational, and civic resource for both local 
residents and the broader Korean American 
community.

•  The Young Korean Academy Historic Site is a 
nationally and internationally recognized cultural 
landmark. Established by Dosan Ahn Chang Ho in 
1913, the Academy played a central role in Korea’s 
independence movement and in shaping the early 
Korean American community. The property is Los 
Angeles Historic Cultural Monument (HCM) No. 1274.



ZIMAS Map and Aerial View
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Historic Status | 3421- 3423 S. Catalina Street

• Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM) -1274 as Hung 
Sa Dahn (Young Korean Academy) 

• Significant for its role as an important hub for the 
Korean American community (Criterion 1).

• YKA cultivated leadership, moral integrity, and 
civic responsibility among Korean immigrants 

• Helped to foster sense of Korean national 
identity during Japanese occupation (1910-
1945) 

• Property served as gathering place, meeting 
space, office, and housing 

• Period of significance in HCM: 1929 to 1978

Young Korean Academy Annual Convention in 1937 at 3421 S. Catalina Street.



History of Hung Sa Dahn
(Young Korean Academy)

1910
• Japan formally annexes Korea

1913
• YKA established in San Francisco by Korean 

independence leader Dosan Ahn Chang Ho

1915
• YKA moves to Los Angeles with Ahn and 

headquartered at his family's home in downtown

1929
• YKA leases and relocates to 3421 S. Catalina St near 

USC, hub of pioneering Korean community 

1931
• YKA officially purchases Catalina St property

1945
• Japan surrenders, Korean Peninsula liberated, August 

15, 1945

1948
• YKA headquarters moves from LA to Seoul, 

capital of the new Republic of Korea (South Korea)



Public Benefit

• Preservation of Cultural and Historic Legacy
The rehabilitation of the Young Korean Academy Historic Site 
preserves a nationally significant landmark associated with the 
Korean independence movement and Dosan Ahn Chang Ho. This 
enhances public understanding of shared cultural heritage and 
contributes to Los Angeles' leadership in historic preservation.

• Community-Based Educational and Cultural Programming
The project will provide free public workshops, cultural lectures, 
and heritage talks in collaboration with community partners. 
These programs promote civic engagement, cross-cultural 
dialogue, and intergenerational learning, all accessible to the 
broader public.

• Neighborhood and Civic Enhancement
Located in a historically rich area near USC, the project supports 
ongoing traditions of education and activism. The rehabilitation 
improves the built environment and delivers essential cultural 
and educational services that benefit the surrounding 
community, the city of Los Angeles, and the region at large.





Alternative Compliance

The proposed project complies with all applicable conditions of approval with 
the exception of two specific requirements, which are detailed below. In 
accordance with the applicable provisions, we are requesting alternative 
compliance for these items. The proposed alternatives continue to meet the 
intent of the original conditions while ensuring the project remains consistent.

12. THE SITE IS A CORNER SITE.

• Alternative Compliance Measure. The proposed project involves the use 
and maintenance of an existing 2,485-square-foot, 27-foot 3-inch-tall 
single-family dwelling, annex duplex and new addition as a community 
center and offices for South Korean government. The site is located 
approximately 215 feet to the south of the nearest major intersection of 
Jefferson Boulevard and Catalina Street. The proposed project 
substantially meets the purpose of this Performance Standard.

13. THE MAJORITY OF THE FRONTAGE IS ON A MAJOR OR SECONDARY 
HIGHWAY. 

• Alternative Compliance Measure. The site is located approximately 215 
feet to the south of the nearest Modified Avenue I (Secondary Highway) of 
Jefferson Boulevard. The proposed project substantially meets the 
purpose of this Performance Standard.



Existing – Site Plan

Proposed – Site Plan



Proposed | Second Floor Plan

Proposed | First Floor Plan

SLOPED WALKWAY



Proposed | Landscape Plan



Renderings | Aerial of Front



Renderings | Birdseye View Looking Northwest Renderings | Birdseye View Looking Northeast



Thank You


