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NOMINATION FORM

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

Proposed Monument Name: Greater Page Temple Church of God in Chr | Current name of property

Other Associated Names: Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church, West Adams Methodist Episcopal Churct

Street Address: 2610 S. La Salle Avenue Zip: 90018 Council District: 8

Range of Addresses on Property: 1864 W. Adams Blvd., 2610 S. La S | community Name: Adams-Normandie

Assessor Parcel Number: 5053020034 Tract: Charles Victor Hall Block: 4 Lot: FR 1
Identification cont’d:

Proposed Monument . . . Natural
Property Type: ®  Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Feature

Describe any additional resources located on the property to be included in the nomination, here:

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

Year built: 1913 @ Factual Estimated Threatened? None

Architect/Designer: Aystin and Brown: Austin and Pennell Contractor: Richards-Neustadt Construction Company
Original Use: Church Present Use: Church

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? ® Yes No (explain in section 7) Unknown (explain in section 7)

3. STYLE & MATERIALS

Architectural Style: | ate Gothic Revival Stories: 1 .5 Plan Shape: Rectangular
FEATURE PRIMARY SECONDARY
CONSTRUCTION | Type: Brick Type:  Unknown
CLADDING Material: Brick Material: Stone
Type: Gable Type:  Gable, front
ROOF
Material: Composition shingle Material: Composition shingle
Type: Fixed Type:  vent
WINDOWS
Material: Wood Material: Wood
ENTRY Style: Off-center Style:  Corner
DOOR Type:  Double Type:  plank
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4. ALTERATION HISTORY

List date and write a brief description of any major alterations or additions. This section may also be completed on a separate document.
Include copies of permits in the nomination packet. Make sure to list any major alterations for which there are no permits, as well.

See attached list following architectural description.

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (if known)

Listed in the National Register of Historic Places

Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources

Formally determined eligible for the National and/or California Registers

Contributing feature
Located in an Historic Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ)
Non-contributing feature

Survey Name(s):
Determined eligible for national, state, or local landmark
status by an historic resources survey(s) Normandie 5 Redevelopment Area Survey

Other historical or cultural resource designations:

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance Criteria (Section 22.171.7):

] 1. Isidentified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

O 2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

0 3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable

work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.
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7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

This section allows you to discuss at length the significance of the proposed monument and why it should be
designated an Historic-Cultural Monument. Type your response on separate documents and attach them to this

form.

A. Proposed Monument Description - Describe the proposed monument’s physical characteristics and
relationship to its surrounding environment. Expand on sections 2 and 3 with a more detailed descrip-
tion of the site. Expand on section 4 and discuss the construction/alteration history in detail if that is
necessary to explain the proposed monument’s current form. Identify and describe any character-
defining elements, structures, interior spaces, or landscape features.

B. Statement of Significance - Address the proposed monument’s historic, cultural, and/or architec-
tural significance by discussing how it satisfies the HCM criteria you selected in Section 6. You must
support your argument with substantial evidence and analysis. The Statement of Significance is your
main argument for designation so it is important to substantiate any claims you make with supporting

documentation and research.
8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Applicant

Name: M. Rosalind Sagara, see attachment for co-preparers ¢ | Company: | os Angeles Conservancy

Street Address: 523 W. 6th St., Suite 826 City: Los Angeles State: CA
Zip:90014 Phone Number: 213-430-4211 Email: rsagara@laconservancy.org
Property Owner Is the owner in support of the nomination? ® VYes No Unknown

Name: Greater Page Temple Church of God in Christ Company:  Greater Page Temple Church of God in Christ

Street Address: 2610 S. La Salle Avenue City: Los Angeles State: CA

Zip: 90018 Phone Number: 323.870-5270 Email: greaterpaget@gmail.com

Nomination Preparer/Applicant’s Representative

Name: M. Rosalind Sagara, Lindsay Mulcahy, Andrea Mauk Company: see attachment for more information

Street Address:  see attachment for more informatio | City: State:

Zip: Phone Number: Email:



8. CONTACT INFORMATION
Co-Applicants

Name: M. Rosalind Sagara

Company: Los Angeles Conservancy (Co-Applicant)
Street Address: 523 W. 6" Street #826

Zip: 90014

Phone Number: (213) 430-4211

City: Los Angeles

State: California

Email: rsagara@laconservancy.org

Name: Dr. David E. Harris, Pastor

Company: Greater Page Temple Church of God in Christ (Co-Applicant)
Street Address: 2610 S. La Salle Avenue

Zip: 90018

Phone Number: (323) 870-5270

City: Los Angeles

State: California

Email: Greaterpaget@gmail.com

Nomination Co-Preparers/Application Representative
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Company: Los Angeles Conservancy

Street Address: 523 W. 6" Street #826

Zip: 90014
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State: California
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7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS A & B
7A. PROPOSED MONUMENT DESCRIPTION

Property Description

The Greater Page Temple Church of God in Christ is located at 2610 South La Salle Avenue in South Los
Angeles. The one and two-story Late Gothic Revival church was developed in two phases, initiated by
Austin and Brown in 1906 and completed by Austin and Pennell in 1913 for the West Adams Methodist
Episcopal Church. The building is in overall good condition and retains a high degree of integrity.

Site

The church is located on the southeast corner of a large parcel on Adams Boulevard and La Salle Avenue
in the Adams-Normandie neighborhood of Los Angeles. The church’s scale and massing distinguishes it
from the surrounding area; the Adams Boulevard corridor is composed of one and two story commercial,
mixed use, and multi-family residences, while surrounding buildings south on La Salle Avenue are one
and two story single-family and multi-family residences.

A white metal pole sign with a cross on top that reads Greater Page Temple Church of God in Christ,
Bishop L.C. Page Founder and Dr. D.E. Harris Senior Pastor is present at the northwestern corner of the
property facing east/west. Another white metal pole sign that reads Greater Page Temple Church of God
in Christ, Dr. D.E. Harris Senior Pastor is located off of La Salle.

The perimeter of the parcel is fenced at the western and northern property lines by a white metal gate. A
metal chain link fence encloses the remainder of the property. Minimal landscaping is found at the
western and northern property lines closest to the building. A time capsule installed in 2003 is located at
the west property line near a contemporary concrete heart-shaped paver. The building is surrounded to the
south and east by a large surface parking lot.

Building — Exterior

The 1.5 story building is rendered in the Late Gothic Revival style. The subject building is rectangular in
plan and composed of brick and stone. The roof is high pitched with a cross gable and is covered with
non-original asphalt shingle.

The primary/west facade faces La Salle Avenue and is asymmetrical. The facade consists of two main
components: a high-pitched cross gable and the steeple. The cross gable has a plaster rake, squared off at
the ridge. A two-story bay window is set into the cross gable, as is the primary entrance. The primary
entrance is approached at street level by a sidewalk that leads to eight concrete steps to three identical
double doors, each recessed under an Ogee four-centered portal arch. The doors are constructed of wood
and feature a central glass plate, recessed in the arch behind decorative metal doors. At the northernmost
section is a square steeple tower that is two bays wide with windows throughout, covered by a flat roof
with a non-original affixed cross sitting at the top. The steeple windows are narrow rectangles with
varying characteristics and materials including plaster sills and lintels, and louvers at the highest section.
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The steeple has setbacks on each corner and a fluted entablature. There is a secondary entrance on the
south facade of the steeple with a swinging wood-paneled door behind a metal security gate, framed by an
ornate entablature. The window fenestration is asymmetrical and includes ornate original wood frame
leaded windows; non-original sliding aluminum windows with concrete sills and lintels; fixed light
clerestory windows.

The north facade, facing Adams Boulevard, was part of the 1913 construction project. It is characterized
by gothic elements such as a large pointed arch tracery window, framed by two tapered buttresses, under
a high-pitched gable with the same rake as the primary/west facing gable. The tracery window molding
and fascia are plaster. The tracery window is framed by two slit windows on the first floor. Metal letters
that read, “Greater Page Temple,” are adhered to the building just below the window. The steeple tower is
located to the west. There is a cornerstone on the northwest corner of the steeple tower. One side is a
stone that reads, “1912”; the other, “Greater Page Temple Church of God in Christ / organized V 4, 1943 /
purchased Jan. 1, 1964.”

The south facade is five bays wide with cut corners that also have windows. The southern part of the
building is two stories with a flat roof, which attaches to the main body of the building so that the rear
facing gable is significantly set back from the roofline. The rear-facing gable has wood paneled siding,
three narrow arched windows, and a protruding rake. There is a recessed entrance with double wooden
doors accessed by a short set of concrete steps with handrails. Windows on the first floor are rectangular
casement windows, and on the second floor are non-original sliding windows. All windows have original
wooden surrounds, sills and lintels. Non-original decorative metal screens have been added to the first
floor windows.

The east facade features a high-pitched cross gable with two one-story rectangular wings on each side
with secondary entrances. The southern entry faces east and is accessed by a short set of concrete stairs
that lead up to a small landing and non-original metal door. The northern entry faces north; it is ADA
accessible with a ramp leading to wooden double doors with an ornate entablature. The fenestration is
asymmetrical. The windows on the north-end of the one-story wing are arched with an ornate entablature
that is mirrored on the door entryway. On the second story is a mix of original leaded windows and non-
original aluminum sliding windows. There is one third story arched louvered window near the top of the
gable. All windows on the first story and three on the second story have non-original decorative metal
screens.

Building - Interior

The interior of the church consists of the main sanctuary, vestibule, fellowship hall, downstairs offices,
kitchen and basement. The main staircase, on the southwest portion of the building, features ornate
wooden rails, wainscoting, and a landing with a canted bay composed of four windows. The staircase
leads to the second story offices and classrooms, and balcony of the fellowship hall. There are secondary
staircases on the southeastern and northwestern portions of the building.

The interior of the main sanctuary was constructed in 1913 and is accessed from a main/west vestibule,
with secondary entries present to the east and south. The main sanctuary is about half of the footprint of
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the church with a barrel-vaulted ceiling. Intricate hardwood ribs that terminate in corbels, cross the
vaulted ceiling. Hardwood beams are exposed in the ceiling. Oak paneled wainscotting surrounds the east
and west walls of the room. The original wooden pews face northward toward the chancel which is
partially enclosed by a low wooden railing. A large pointed arch tracery window depicts Jesus and others
in a landscape setting with donor names identified at the bottom of the window. The stage is accessed by
stairs and includes a non-original baptistery. Choir risers are located at the northernmost end of the stage
and behind the original pulpit.

Arcaded transepts flank the main sanctuary’s nave to the west and east. There is a wooden molding arch
adhered to the south wall covering almost the entire face of the wall. This wall is retractable and can be
removed to connect the main sanctuary to the fellowship hall behind it. On the second floor is a small
wooden balcony that looks out from the pastor’s office out onto the southwest corner of the sanctuary.
There are eight brass chandeliers, four on each side of the room.

The fellowship hall is a relatively modest room to the south of the building that served as the main hall
before 1913. It is two stories with a balcony that extends in a U-shape, across the south, west, and east
walls. On the first floor, decorative wooden moldings line the doors and windows and there is an original
built-in china cabinet on the west wall. The balcony has a partial wooden-paneled wall and brass railing.
Non-original auditorium style seating is on two levels of the balcony. The same type of molding adorns
the walls and windows on the second floor. The fellowship hall has a coffered ceiling with a small
skylight that comes down from the east side of the roof. Five pendant lights hang from the ceiling.

There are several other offices and classrooms on the first floor that retain varying degrees of original
material. On the first floor, the Hall of Memories displays photos and memorabilia of the congregation’s
history and key members. There is a large kitchen on the southeast end of the building, just east of the
fellowship hall. Rooms on the second story include various classrooms, offices, and a library off of the
second story that largely retain their original doors, flooring, and window moldings. There is one room on
the basement level.

Character-defining features

Building - Exterior
e .5 story asymmetrical building, roughly in cruciform shape
Steeply pitched cross gabled roof
Brick facade
Steeple tower with windows, setbacks, and fluted entablature

Primary double entrance wooden doors set beneath Ogee four-centered portal arches accessed by
set of stairs

Secondary double entrance wooden doors with ornate entablature

Painted white concrete window lintels, tracery molding, and rakes
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Building — Interior

Two auditorium spaces, connected by a retractable screen
Smaller two-story fellowship hall with a U-shaped partial wooden-paneled balcony and coffered
ceilings
e Larger two-story sanctuary with barrel-vaulted ceiling composed of hardwood ribs, beams, and
corbels and small balcony off of the second story
Large tracery window featuring stained glass
Original oak floors
Original oak pews
Brass chandeliers
Arcaded transepts
Oak paneled wainscotting
Oak molding on doors and walls
Original wood flooring in some second story rooms
Built-in cabinets

Antique door hardware

Alteration history

25 August 1906 Construct southern portion of the church

12 July 1912 Construct northern portion of the church

3 November 1931 Alter two classrooms by dividing up into smaller rooms

14 March 1950 Add projecting metal neon sign that reads “West Adams Methodist Church” on

the northwestern portion of church, facing Adams

9 April 1957 Change interior partitions and plumbing

2 January 1962 Parapet wall correction on tower and over exits and exitways around building
19 March 1962 Install baptistery at stage in main sanctuary

2 February 1982 Install steel-frame cross on the steeple tower roof

Unknown date Remove chimney on east facade
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7B. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Greater Page Temple Church of God in Christ at 2610 South La Salle Avenue meets the following
criteria for designation as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM):

Criterion 1: It is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or
exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the
nation, state, city or community.

The property meets Criterion 1 for its contributions to the spiritual, social and cultural development of the
African American community in Los Angeles with a period of significance from 1952 to 1980. Beginning
in 1952 when Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church occupied the building to the end of founder Bishop
L.C. Page’s tenure at Greater Page Temple Church of God in Christ, the subject building has been an
important place of worship, education and cultural growth for African Americans in Los Angeles.

Criterion 2: It is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city,
or local history.

The property derives significance and is eligible under Criterion 2 for its association with the church’s
namesake, Bishop L.C. Page, an early and foundational leader of the Church of God in Christ, who helped
grow the denomination in Los Angeles, nationally, and internationally through evangelism with a period
of significance from 1964 to 1980.

Criterion 3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of
construction; or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose
individual genius influenced his or her age.

Designed by architects John C. Austin with W.C. Pennell for the West Adams Methodist Episcopal

Church, the subject building is an excellent example of Late Gothic Revival religious architecture in
South Los Angeles with a period of significance of 1913.

Historical Background

History of Adams-Normandie

The subject building is in the Adams-Normandie neighborhood located in the southwestern section of the
City of Los Angeles south of the Santa Monica Freeway and northwest of the University of Southern
California (USC) campus.

This area is ancestral and unceded territory of the original people of Los Angeles, the Tongva, who
defined their world as Tovaangar.! The subject building is closest to the former villages of Yaanga and
Geveronga and was most probably controlled by them for thousands of years.? Prior to the period of
conquest and colonization by Spanish, Mexican and U.S. governments (1769-present), the Tongva
intensively managed their lands, by cultivating, pruning, seeding, and above all, by seasonal burning.’

!'Sean Greene and Thomas Curwen, “Mapping the Tongva villages of L.A.’s past,” Los Angeles Times, 9 May 2019.
2 “Department of History Land Acknowledgement,” USC Dornsife Department of History, accessed June 9, 2024,
https://dornsife.usc.edu/hist/home/department-of-history-land-acknowledgement/

* Ibid.
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In the 1770s, the Spanish established a colonial military, religious, and economic base at Mision San
Gabriel Arcangel, relocating thousands of Tongva and their neighbors from surrounding village-states.*
The colonial occupation depended on the forced labor of the Tongva, which would eradicate the local
Indigenous economic base by displacing flowerfields with European grazing grasses and cutting ancient
acorn-bearing oaks for lumber.’ According to “We Are Still Here,” a report on past, present and ongoing
harms against local tribes prepared for the County of Los Angeles, “[c]enturies of displacement,
enslavement, incarceration, and genocide from successive waves of settlers — the Spanish, the Mexicans,
and then Americans — mean that most local Tribes don’t hold the present-day titles to their ancestral
lands.”® Despite subjugation by Spanish, Mexican and U.S. governments, members of the Gabrielino-
Tongva tribe continue to be stewards of their homelands today.

In 1868, Charles Victor Hall, a claims lawyer who had worked for the U.S. Land Office, purchased 160
acres of “dry, gently sloping brush land,” which is generally bounded by Adams Boulevard on the north,
Jefferson Boulevard on the south, Normandie Avenue on the east, and Western Avenue on the west.” Hall
homesteaded the West Adams Heights Tract, to the north of this area, with his sister Mary in the same
year.?

By 1908, following the establishment and expansion of the University of Southern California (USC) and
subsequent improvements to city infrastructure and transportation systems, the neighborhoods
surrounding USC became prime real estate for affluent families in the City.” Mostly middle-class white
residents moved into the area and by 1912, the tract was nearly built-out with single-family dwellings on
its internal streets and commercial buildings along the perimeter streets of Jefferson Boulevard, Adams
Boulevard, and Western Avenue.'?

By 1939, the Home Owners’ Loan Corporation (HOLC) noted that deed restrictions in Adams-
Normandie had expired and described the neighborhood as “In Decline.” According to HOLC, fifteen to
twenty years previous to mapping the district, the area was considered high grade, however due to
conversion of old homes into multifamily dwellings and boarding houses and the possibility that it could
become a blighted area through infiltration of subversive racial elements from districts to the south, it was
given a “low yellow” grade.'!

4 “Department of History Land Acknowledgement,” USC Dornsife Department of History, accessed June 9, 2024,
https://dornsife.usc.edu/hist/home/department-of-history-land-acknowledgement/

5 Ibid.

¢ Ashley Dobson, Tremayne Nez, and Desireé Martinez, “We Are Still Here.”4A Report on Past, Present, and
Ongoing Harms Against Local Tribes, 8.

7In 1969, this area was designated for redevelopment by the City Council and identified as the Normandie 5 Project
Redevelopment Area. For more information, see Patricia Adler, History of the Normandie Program Area, 1.

8 Intensive Historic Resources Survey of the Normandie 5 Redevelopment Area, 17. While the Homestead Act
increased the number of people in the western U.S. it added another layer of conflict between the U.S. government
and native peoples. See Native Americans and the Homestead Act,
https://www.nps.gov/home/learn/historyculture/native-americans-and-the-homestead-
act.htm#:~:text=The%20Homestead%20Act%20increased%20the,homelands%200r%20crowded%200onto%20reser
vations.

9 Intensive Historic Resources Survey of the Normandie 5 Redevelopment Area, 19.

10 Ibid.

11HOLC C122 Area Description of Los Angeles,
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/map/CA/LosAngeles/area_descriptions/C122#loc=15/34.0091/-
118.2955&adview=full
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According to the U.S. Census, the population of the neighborhood was almost exclusively of European
ancestry until after World War II. The Intensive Historic Resources Survey of the Normandie 5
Community Redevelopment Area documents:

The vast majority of the residential neighborhoods in Los Angeles west of Main Street
were subject to racially restrictive covenants and the Charles Victor Hall Tract was no
exception. The use of covenants diminished after 1948, when the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled in Shelley v. Kraemer that it was unconstitutional for courts to enforce the
agreements, although it never declared the agreements themselves unlawful. (/ntensive
Historic Resources Survey of the Normandie 5 Community Redevelopment Area, 19)

The Shelley v. Kraemer case had roots in a Los Angeles restrictive covenant case involving the White
Homeowners Protective Association and Black homeowners of Sugar Hill, a neighborhood located just
north of the Charles Victor Hall Tract. Famed civil rights lawyer Loren Miller argued the case and won in
California Supreme Court. While the decision was appealed by the white homeowners, it set an important
precedent for future cases concerning racial covenants. Miller went on to work with a team of lawyers to
help bring the issue before the U.S. Supreme Court, where it was considered under the Shelley v. Kraemer
case; Miller wrote the brief and argued the case alongside Thurgood Marshall. The Supreme Court ruled
that racially restrictive covenants could not be enforced by the state of California, because the
enforcement of the covenant would require the state to implement a discriminatory action.'?> With deed
restrictions deemed unconstitutional, the population of area continued to diversify with increasing
numbers of African Americans and Latinx residents in the 1950s and subsequent decades.

Today, the area is comprised of single-family and multi-family residential, commercial and institutional
resources dating from the 1880s through the 1960s as well as more recent infill development. Notable
historic resources in the neighborhood include the Golden State Mutual Insurance Building (HCM #580),
Loren Miller Park and Community Center and Fire Station No. 18 (HCM #349).

Development of 2610 South La Salle Avenue and Brief History of its Congregations

According to the Los Angeles Times, the original congregation of the subject building was the West
Adams Methodist Episcopal Church, established in 1902."3 In 1906, they hired the architecture firm of
Austin and Brown to begin plans for a church within the “exclusive residence district.”'* Due to a
shortage of funds, the construction of the church was put on hold for several years.!> When the building
was completed in 1913 by Austin and Pennell, the Los Angeles Times described it: “[T]o all intents and
purposes, a new edifice,” which incorporated the earlier rear portion of the building into “one of the most
attractive churches of its size yet erected in Los Angeles.”'® Dedication ceremonies lasted one week,

12 Josh Sides, L.A. City Limits, African American Los Angeles from the Great Depression to the Present, 98-99.

13 “Crenshaw Methodists to Hold Pioneer Night,” Los Angeles Times, 9 May 1953.

14 Ibid; Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety Building Permit, August 25, 1906. An exclusive residence
district would have referred to a deed restricted residential area that forbade certain uses, types of buildings, or
owners/occupants based on race or ethnicity.

15 “Modest Strat [sic], Notable End,” Los Angeles Times, 13 March 1913. A 1907 Sanborn map confirms the
construction of the rear portion of the subject building. This map also shows a single-story residence on the adjacent
parcel on West Adams Boulevard, east of the subject building. By 1922, the Sanborn map of the same area shows
the subject building’s parcel now expanded to include the parcel to the east where the residence once stood. Los
Angeles City directories document the residence at 1854 W. Adams from 1899 to 1922.

16 “Handsome Edifice,” Los Angeles Times, 28 December 1913.
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beginning with a Sunday morning service led by Bishop Hughes and culminating with an Easter
Communion service conducted by the pastor of the church, Reverend George A. Henry.!”

“In the early twentieth century, the Methodist Episcopal Church was a powerful religious, social and
political presence in Los Angeles,” according to Spitzerri'® In 1880, Methodists were primary founders of
the University of Southern California, which was affiliated with the church into the early 20" century.!®
They were also at the forefront of the temperance movement and advocated for local and national
Prohibition.?’ Prominent civic and business leaders served on the board of directors of the West Adams
Methodist Church, such as Luther G. Reynolds, Superintendent of the Methodist Hospital and Los
Angeles Commandery No. 9 of the Knights Templar, and Charles Irwin Douglas (C.1.D.) Moore with
Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company and trustee of the University of Southern California.?!

The subject church was founded as the West Adams Methodist Episcopal Church, but following mergers
in 1939, it would thereafter be known as the West Adams Methodist Church.?? In 1952, the West Adams
Methodist congregation, which is believed to have served a primarily white congregation during this time,
sold their building to the Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptists, a Black congregation. Although the exact reasons
for selling the subject property remain unknown at the time of this writing, given the merger of West
Adams with the Parkdale congregation the same year the building was sold, it is likely the West Adams
congregation was in their final lifecycle and sought to combine resources with another congregation as a
self-preservation strategy.?® United with Parkdale Church, they formed the Crenshaw Methodist Church at
3740 Don Felipe Drive (extant, now called Crenshaw United Methodist Church).?*

The Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church had grown from 40 to 1500 congregants in less than three years
under the leadership of Reverend H.B. Charles. The subject building was purchased to accommodate their
rapidly growing congregation. The entrance observance included a march from its previous church
location on the corner of 27th and Western Avenue (extant) to the subject building. Festivities associated
with their new church were held over a ten-day period in July 1952.%

17 “Handsome Edifice,” Los Angeles Times, 28 December 1913.

18 Paul R. Spitzerri, “Take It On Faith: The Dedication Program for the First Methodist Episcopal Church, Los
Angeles, 8 July 1923,” accessed February 14, 2025, https://homesteadmuseum.blog/2021/07/08/take-it-on-faith-the-
dedication-program-for-the-first-methodist-episcopal-church-los-angeles-8-july-1923/

19 Ibid.

20 Ibid.

2l «“Luther G. Reynolds, 62, Masonic Leader, Dies,” Los Angeles Times, 9 December 1947; “C.1.D. Moore, Pioneer
Civic Leader, Dies,” Los Angeles Times, 25 April 1944. Charles I.D. Moore’s final residence located at 2242 South
Hobart in the nearby West Adams Heights Tract has been landmarked (Historic-Cultural Monument #1086).

22 Leah Griffith email communication to authors, January 26, 2025; In 1939, the Methodist Episcopal Church, the
Methodist Episcopal Church South and the Methodist Protestant Church merged to become the Methodist Church,
hence the name change from the West Adams Methodist Episcopal Church to the West Adams Methodist Church.

23 Jennifer Gaylord, email communication to Leah Griffith forwarded to authors, December 11, 2024; The 1952
Journal of the One Hundred Second Annual Session confirms July 1952 as the date West Adams sold their property
to Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church. Additional annual conference booklets of the California-Pacific Conference
of the United Methodist Church document a decrease in the West Adams Methodist church membership from 424 in
1916 to 230 in 1951, the year before the sale of the church property. See California-Pacific Conference The United
Methodist Church, 1916 Journal of the Forty-First Annual Session in Southern California Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church (1876-1939), 154, www.calpacumc.org/archiveshistory; California-Pacific Conference
The United Methodist Church, 1951 Journal of the One Hundred First Annual Session in Southern California-
Arizona Conference of The Methodist Church (1939-1967), 194, www.calpacumc.org/archiveshistory; 1952 Journal
of the One Hundred Second Annual Session in Southern California-Arizona Conference of The Methodist Church
(1939-1967, 162, www.calpacumc.org/archiveshistory.

24 “Crenshaw Methodists to Hold Pioneer Night,” Los Angeles Times, 9 May 1953.

25 “Mt. Sinai Planning Entrance Observance,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 3 July 1952.
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Six years later, the congregation had grown to more than 6,000 members, with new programs dedicated to
the spiritual and material well-being of its congregants.?® A.S. “Doc” Young of the Los Angeles Sentinel
wrote of Mt. Sinai in 1958, “This is a church whose membership is a true cross-section of the city’s
Negro population. It is not by any means a society church. For on its rolls are listed boot-blacks and
businessmen, movie stars and beauticians, barbers and attorneys, doctors, and domestics.”?’

When Reverend H.B. Charles and his congregation arrived at the subject building in 1952, Mt. Sinai’s
pastor was already known as a dynamo in the pulpit and served as the second vice president of Baptist
Ministers’ Union, the largest body of ministers west of the Mississippi River.?® During his tenure at the
subject building, Reverend Charles’ leadership on religious and community matters continued to grow.
He was frequently invited to speak at special church services, events, and meetings, which ranged from a
1953 panel, “The Contribution of the Negro’s Church to Negro History,” part of the city’s annual Negro
History Week (precursor to Black History Month programs), to a 1957 Thanksgiving Prayer Service
organized by the Baptist Ministers’ Union and the Los Angeles Business Men’s Associates, which aimed
to bring Black businessmen and the clergy closer to together to solve community problems, to a meeting
called by Reverend H.H. Brookings of the First AME Church in 1962 between the Black community and
the LAPD to go over plans for establishing a better atmosphere in police procedures among the city’s
minority groups.®’

Mt. Sinai also provided a safe space for community organizations to meet and host events in the 1950s
and 1960s. In 1954, as part of the city’s annual Negro History Week programming, a historical survey of
Black music with Professor John A. Gray, President of the Musicians Alliance, was presented at Mt. Sinai
Baptist Church.*® In the years following, Negro History Week planning meetings were held at the subject
building.*!

The church supported activities that sought to give a stronger political voice to its congregants and
community. A single membership drive held at the church in 1960 resulted in the enrollment of more than
500 members to the NAACP Los Angeles Chapter’s membership roster. In 1962, a voter registration rally
which featured guest speaker Governor Pat Brown was organized at the church by the ministers of the
Church Registration Association on the anniversary of the historic Supreme Court decision desegregating
schools built on previous local voter registration efforts.*? Such community organizing efforts and events
would lead to important gains for the community, including the desegregation of schools in Los Angeles.

In the 1960s, Black churches across the U.S. would play an integral role in the Civil Rights Movement,
though Black Baptists were divided on the role the church should play in the struggle. In the 1960s, those
who supported the efforts of Martin Luther King, Jr., including Reverend Charles, established the
Progressive Convention in California.’® The Progressive National Baptist Convention was established in
1961 and emphasized civil rights and social justice.

26 Ibid.

27 A.S. Doc Young, “Mt. Sinai Grew From Nothing,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 13 November 1958.

28 «“Baptist Ministers Union Installs Officers at Village Baptist Church,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 26 January 1950.
2 “History Week Mass Parley Feb. 8,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 5 February 1953; “Business Men Hold Joint Prayer
Rites,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 5 December 1957; “Chief Boils, Pastors’ Please Bring Calmness,” Los Angeles
Sentinel, 17 May 1962.

30 Ibid.

31 “History Week Group Maps 1955 Agenda,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 13 January 1955.

32 “Ministers Will Get Out Vote,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 3 May 1962.

33 “The Progressive News,” H.B. Charles Jr, accessed November 26, 2022, https://hbcharlesjr.com/resource-
library/articles/the-progressive-news/.
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On February 28, 1960, three planned events in Los Angeles, including one at the subject building,
featured Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on behalf of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. The Los
Angeles Sentinel reported, “This is the first time in the history of Los Angeles two ministerial groups have
come together as one to afford the city unity in support of the principles for which Dr. King stands.”** The
event was sponsored by the Baptist Ministers Union and the Interdenominational Ministers Alliance.*® Dr.
King’s address to the huge crowd that gathered at Mt. Sinai was titled “Going Forward by Going
Backward” and called upon U.S. leaders to save the soul of America by returning to the principles of
brotherhood and freedom of which the county was founded.*® Following his speech, Reverend Charles
presented Dr. King with a plaque honoring him for his achievements in human relations.

In 1963, Bishop L.C. Page, a foundational leader of the Church of God in Christ (COGIC), purchased the
subject building and moved his congregation which was located at 1545 W. 35" Place (extant)®” to their
permanent home in 1964. Like the Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptists who had moved into the subject
building to accommodate their growing congregation, the incoming congregation also needed a larger
place to worship. Their congregation thereafter would be known as Greater Page Temple Church of God
in Christ (Greater Page Temple COGIC).

As the longtime location of the Greater Page Temple COGIC and for its association with Bishop L.C.
Page, the subject building is an important part of African American religious history in Los Angeles. A
key driver in the Church of God in Christ’s national and international evangelism mission and agenda,
Bishop Page brought growing numbers of people from across the city, country and world to
Pentecostalism. In addition to his weekly Sunday radio programs,*® a variety of public events and
programs held at the subject building were intended to grow the Church of God in Christ’s ministry in
Los Angeles. The larger space accommodated more local programs, including a 40-day Lenten Revival
(1965), Men’s Day (1966), and the Homecoming Gospel Musical featuring internationally acclaimed
Clara Ward and the Ward Singers (1968), programs meant to draw new members and sustain existing
ones.”

The church also hosted important statewide gatherings of denominational church leaders such as 40th
annual International Evangelists Convention of the Church of God in Christ (1968) and the State Workers
Meeting of the Central California Jurisdiction of the Church of God in Christ (1969).*’ To date, all but
one of the Church of God in Christ’s Presiding Bishops have visited and preached at Greater Page Temple
Church of God in Christ multiple times, affirming the church’s important place in the denomination’s
development and history.*!

Following Bishop Page’s passing in 1980, his son Lucius Page Jr. was appointed the pastor of the church,
a post he held until 2000. Pastor Theodis Johnson was the pastor from 2000 to 2016. In 2016, Pastor Dr.
David E. Harris was appointed the pastor by Bishop Joe L. Ealy. Today Greater Page Temple COGIC
offers weekly in-person and virtual bible study and Sunday services. The church organizes a number of
community-serving programs, including providing weekly food boxes to needy families, hosting an

34 «“Rev. King Here Sun. In Rally Meetings,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 25 February 1960.

35 “Huge Crowds Attend M.L. King Rallies,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 3 March 1960.

36 Tbid.

37 “Celebration Planned for The Pages,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 15 June 1967; “Crenshaw Methodists to Hold Pioneer
Night,” Los Angeles Times, 9 May 1953.

38 “Dedication Services of Greater Page Temple,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 16 January 1964.

39 “Page Temple Maps Revival,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 11 March 1965; “Photo Standalone 30 — No Title,” Los
Angeles Sentinel, 27 October 1966; “Clara Ward To Sing at Page Temple,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 8 February 1968.
40 «“World Religious Advocates Congregate For Convention,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 29 August 1968; “Statewide
Workers Meeting Set,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 23 January 1969.

4l Zoom conversation with Pastor Dr. David E. Harris, December 13, 2022.
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annual free Thanksgiving dinner and Christmas Toy Drive, and direct ministry to people experiencing
homelessness and the general public.

In 2011, the subject building was identified as an eligible historic resource in the Normandie 5
Redevelopment Area Historic Resources Survey (2011) under two contexts: Government and Private
Institutional Development, 1894-1912 and Residential Development, 1946-1960, and assigned California
Historical Resource Status codes 3S, 3CS and 5S2. In addition to the church’s role as a significant center
for African American religious and cultural life in the 1950s to the present day, the subject building has
been a significant filming location for nearly a century, featured in multiple movies, television shows, music
videos and photo shoots. In 1925, the exterior of the church was used in Seven Chances, a film directed by
and starring Buster Keaton. The film also featured Ruth Dwyer, T. Roy Barnes and Snitz Edwards. Also in
1925, Harry Edwards directed His Marriage Wow, which featured the interior of the building. The film
starred Harry Langston, Natalie Kingston, William McCall and Vernon Dent. In more recent years, the
interior of the church was used in two episodes of the television series, Bosch, starring Titus Welliver. The
Episodes “Chapter Eight: High Low,” (2015) and “Victim of the Night,” (2016) include scenes filmed at
the church. And for his sixteenth studio album and first gospel album, Bible of Love, iconic rapper Snoop
Dogg filmed his music video, “Words are Few,” inside the church. The video also features singer B. Slade.
The album was nominated for a BET Award for Best Gospel/Inspirational Artist.

Church of God in Christ in Los Angeles

In Bound for Freedom: Black Los Angeles in Jim Crow America, historian Doug Flamming writes,
“Black churches were their pride and joy, their haven in a racist America. Race, obviously, had
everything to do with the creation of Black churches, but it was only in these churches that African
Americans could truly act as individual Americans, without having to strain their lives through the filter
of race.”* Churches were not only places of spiritual nourishment and expression, but also where
ministers, lay leaders, and congregants considered the experiences and needs of the African American
community.

Black churches in Los Angeles appeared early and proliferated quickly, following broader African
American settlement patterns. By 1926, according to the federal religious census, Los Angeles had 33
Black churches with over 10,000 members; by 1936 there were 54 churches with 17,296 members.* In
the early 20th century, Protestantism was the leading Christian denomination in the African American
community in Los Angeles with Methodist and Baptist churches dominating the African American
religious landscape.

There were alternatives to all-Black churches in Los Angeles, the most important being the Black-led
Azusa Street Revival, which began in 1906 in the area where the Japanese American Cultural and
Community Center now stands.* Led by Pastor William Seymour and his wife Jennie Moore Seymour,
people of all ages and racial backgrounds came to worship at Azusa Street Revival. Soon, the charismatic
movement started by the Seymours led to the creation of several Pentecostal denominations, including the
Church of God in Christ.

42 Doug Flamming, Bound for Freedom: Black Los Angeles in Jim Crow America, 110.

43 Michael Engh, “Practically Every Religion Being Represented,” in Metropolis in the Making: Los Angeles in the
1920s, ed. Tom Sitton and William Deverell (Berkeley: UC Press, 2001), 205.

4 Today, the Azusa Street Revival is memorialized with a plaque located in the plaza of the Japanese American
Cultural and Community Center and a street sign on San Pedro Street that reads, “Azusa St. Mission, site of the
Azusa St. Revival 1906-1931. Cradle of the Worldwide Pentecostal Movement.” For more information, see David
Hino, “The Birthplace of Millions: Azusa Street Revival and Little Tokyo,” July 6, 2012.
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Now the largest Pentecostal group in the county and the second largest of all Black Christian
denominations in the U.S., the Church of God in Christ was founded in Memphis, Tennessee in 1907 by
then Baptist preacher Charles Harrison Mason, following a visit to Azusa Street Revival in Los Angeles.
On the visit, Mason was said to have been filled with the spirit and reportedly spoke in tongues.*> Mason
had previously been dismissed by his Baptist church in Arkansas because of his beliefs. He sought the
“fullness of God” and a deeper spiritual experience. Mason would later emphasize the value of prophetic
Black Christianity.*

Los Angeles would become the headquarters of the Church of God in Christ’s Southern California First
Jurisdiction, also referred to as the “Jerusalem” of the Pentecostal Movement.*’ The Church of God in
Christ began its ministry in Los Angeles in 1914, led by Overseer Eddie Robert Driver and his wife
Mother Annie Driver.*® Sent by COGIC founder Bishop Mason, they established Saints Home Church of
God in Christ at 1460 East 20" Street (extant), the first organized church in the State of California and
West Coast in 1916.%

From the 1930s to 1970s, during the tenure of Bishop Martin Crouch Sr., Overseer of the State of
California, the Church of God in Christ’s First Jurisdiction experienced tremendous growth. Bishop L.C.
Page, longtime pastor of Greater Page Temple Church of God in Christ in South Los Angeles, was among
the First Jurisdiction’s foundational leaders.

In July 1964, when the Greater Page Temple COGIC moved into the subject building, the Los Angeles
Sentinel’s Church Directory listed 16 COGIC churches in Los Angeles. By January 1981, following
Bishop L.C. Page’s passing, COGIC churches had more than doubled, with 34 listed in Los Angeles and
many more in the Greater Los Angeles area. From ten congregations in the U.S. in 1907, to the largest
Pentecostal group in the country today, COGIC in Los Angeles continues to play a major role in growing
the denomination.*

Bishop L.C. Page

Lucius Conklin “L.C.” Page, founder and longtime pastor of the Greater Page Temple COGIC, played a
significant role in the development and growth of COGIC on the local, state, and national level as the
longest serving national leader of the Department of Evangelism. Page was born on August 16, 1894 in
Kemper County, Mississippi to Perry and Mary Page, a farmer and housekeeper, respectively.’! It is
believed that he began preaching in Mississippi at five years of age.’? He was 18 years old when he
received his first assignment as a pastor in Columbus, Ohio.>

4 Helen Losse, “Church of God in Christ,” accessed November 6, 2022, https://www.ncpedia.org/church-god-christ.
46 Ibid.

47 Mother Frances E. Harris, “Southern California First Jurisdiction Church of God in Christ, 100 Year History
(1914 to 2014), 1.

8 Ibid.

4 Ibid; Saints Home in Los Angeles was named after COGIC founder Mason’s first church in Memphis, Tennessee.
30 West Los Angeles COGIC at 3600 Crenshaw is the largest COGIC congregation in the country, with an estimated
25,000 members.

11900 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com; U.S. World War Il Draft Registration Cards, 1942 [database on-line].
Lehi, UT, US: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010.

2 Virgie W Murray, “Last Rites For Bishop L.C. Page,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 6 November 1980.

33 Jason Taylor, “Bishop L.C. Page at the age of 18 years old Pastoring his first Church,” March 23, 2021, accessed
May 20, 2024,
https://www.facebook.com/groups/407157769825687/search/?q=bishop%20page%2C%2018%20years.
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In 1927, then-Elder Page was appointed to lead a new group of evangelists within the Church of God in
Christ in St. Louis by the denomination’s founder Bishop Mason.>* Elder Page was given a second task
by Bishop Mason in 1933 — to organize and supervise a National Evangelist Board, and soon began
having meetings in different places across the country.’ The first of these meetings was held in Memphis
around 1937. The early conventions of the Evangelist Board were essentially crusades led by Bishop
Page, “a noted soul-winner,” who converted large numbers.

Bishop Page and his second wife Thelma came to California in 1943 to conduct a revival for Reverend
W.L. McKinney at the COGIC’s 21st Street Temple (extant) in South Los Angeles. The results of the
revival were transformative, delivering healing graces to many who suffered chronic diseases.*®
Following the 28-day revival, the Pages decided to stay in Los Angeles and soon established their own
church, Page Evangelist Temple (also known as Page Temple). Page Temple is considered among the
founding COGIC churches in Los Angeles, remembered for helping the First Jurisdiction rise to the
forefront of the National Church.’’

Bishop L.C. Page began preaching out of a small tent on San Pedro and Jefferson Street.’® Soon after, the
congregation purchased 337 E. Jefferson Boulevard (demolished) in October 1943. In 1950, they outgrew
that building and moved to a larger building about two miles away at 605 E. 8th Street (demolished),
formerly occupied by the Wesley Methodist Episcopal Church. There the congregation grew to 1,000
members.*® Eventually a permit to demolish the 8th Street church was issued in 1954.°° Longtime
members of the congregation have shared that eminent domain may have been the reason for the
building’s demolition.®! At around this time, the congregation merged with Antioch Church of God in
Christ located at 1545 W. 35th Place (extant).®> The congregation moved to the subject building in
January 1964 where they have remained since.

The Page Evangelist congregation became widely known in the early 1950s, in large part due to the
dynamic leadership of Bishop Page, remembered by some as the ““Billy Sunday” of the Race,”%and their
Sunday prayer services, which were broadcast weekly over local radio stations.® In addition to the
charismatic Bishop Page, the church’s Radio Choir and other performers used their musical talents to
draw people to the church. The COGIC emphasized the use of the choir as an integral part of the worship
experience. In 1951, Pearline Ford, considered to be a leading American choir director in her heyday,
became a member of the Page Evangelist Temple’s Radio Choir.%

4 Department of Evangelism Training Manual and Handbook (Church of God in Christ, Inc., 2013), 6.

55 Ibid.

3 Author unknown, “From the Tent to the Temple,” 10.

57 Mother Frances E. Harris, “Southern California First Jurisdiction Church of God in Christ, 100 Year History
(1914 to 2014), 2.

38 Pastor Francis Harris, “History of Greater Page Temple Church of God in Christ,” n.d. and “Celebration Planned
for The Pages,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 15 June 1967.

3 Church of God in Christ, Church of God in Christ 54" Annual Holy Convocation Souvenir Booklet, 23.

0 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety Building Permit, April 12, 1954.

61 “History of Greater Page Temple Church of God in Christ,” n.d.; Zoom conversation with Pastor Dr. David E.
Harris, December 13, 2022.

62 “Celebration Planned for The Pages,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 15 June 1967; “Crenshaw Methodists to Hold Pioneer
Night,” Los Angeles Times, 9 May 1953.

63 «“Bishop L.C. Page Conducts Xmas Community Meetings,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 21 December 1950.

64 «“Advertisement for Page Evangelist Temple Church’s Early Prayer Hour,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 31 January 1951.
65 “Musical Achievements of Pearline Ford Listed,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 7 May 1964.
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While serving his local congregation in Los Angeles, Bishop Page also served as the longtime national
and international head of evangelism for the Church of God in Christ. Bishop Page had many
accomplishments during his tenure as the head of the Department of Evangelism, which include but are
not limited to establishing new communication and organizational tools such as The Evangelist Speaks, a
monthly national Church of God in Christ publication in 1950, the first “regional” system in the
department, the Evangelist Identification card, and the National Evangelist License.®

In 1950, Bishop Page presided and delivered the keynote message at the annual National Evangelists of
the Church of God in Christ session in Gary, Indiana, where he launched a crusade to add 25,000 new
members to the churches throughout the U.S.*” In Los Angeles, he ran tent revivals throughout the First
Jurisdiction in the 1950s.%® Bishop Page’s evangelism ministry would have him travel around the world as
well. In 1955, the Los Angeles Sentinel reported on his return from a worldwide Pentecostal convention in
Sweden, which also included stops in London, Paris, Jerusalem, and Cairo.%’

In 1972, when the Church of God in Christ’s Board of Evangelism became an official Department of
Evangelism according to the church’s constitution, Bishop L.C. Page was appointed its first National
President.” He is noted as the longest serving department leader in the Church of God in Christ.”' He was
a trusted counselor to other African American clergy and lay leaders in Los Angeles, irrespective of
religious denomination.”” Bishop L.C. Page passed away on October 29, 1980.

Late Gothic Revival Architecture

In the U.S., Gothic Revival architecture was one of the earliest Period Revival styles, becoming popular
in the late 18th century and remaining a preferred style of ecclesiastical, educational, and other
institutional architecture through the 19th century. In Los Angeles, the Gothic Revival style was not
common until after World War I. From the 1910s until the 1940s, every prominent architect of the era in
Los Angeles designed buildings in the Late Gothic Revival style.”

The Late Gothic Revival style was used to emphasize verticality and create prominence for buildings in
the horizontally-oriented city. The style made reference to legitimacy, permanence, and familiar forms
that connected the institutions of Los Angeles to the established eastern cities of the U.S. and Europe.

According to SurveyLA, the Late Gothic Revival style in Los Angeles was simpler in massing and more
detailed in ornament than earlier interpretations of Gothic Revival across the U.S.”* Buildings were
always constructed of masonry or a substitute material like concrete painted and scored to appear like
stone. Two tones of masonry were used to create chromatic contrasts across elevations between rooflines,

% “History,” International Department of Evangelism Church of God in Christ, accessed May 24, 2024,
https://www.idoecogic.org/history/ .

67 «“Bishop L.C. Page Presides at Annual National Evangelist Parley Feb. 14-21 in Gary,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 2
February 1950.

% Mother Frances E. Harris, “Southern California First Jurisdiction Church of God in Christ, 100 Year History
(1914 to 2014), 4.

% “Bishop Returns From Religious Convention,” Los Angeles Sentinel, 21 July 1955.

70 COGIC Department of Evangelism, 2021, “Bishop C.H. Mason and How Evangelists Help Build COGIC,”
October 26, 2021, 16:34, https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=618592229280463.
! Ibid.

72 In conversation with Pastor David E. Harris, April 16, 2024.

73 SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context Statement: Architecture and Engineering/Period Revival; Housing the
Masses/Period Revival Neighborhoods, 24.

74 Ibid.
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entries, and window surrounds. Detailed Gothic ornament, including pointed arched entry and window
surrounds, was made of cast stone or terra cotta.”

The subject property is an excellent example of Late Gothic Revival architectural style applied to an
ecclesiastical building. It features many Gothic Revival elements such as tapered buttresses, a steep cross-
gable roof, a tower, and pointed arches. Additional Gothic ornaments include two contrasting tones of
masonry and stained glass windows. Gothic Revival elements are found throughout the interior, which
includes a large tracery window in the main sanctuary, a vaulted ceiling, and arched doorways. The
interior is finished in oak, adding to the rich feeling of a Gothic Revival church building. Though some
alterations have been made over the years to accommodate multiple congregations’ needs, the subject
building remains largely intact and retains sufficient integrity to convey its significance.

John C. Austin

John C. Austin was born in 1870 in Oxfordshire, England. His education consisted largely of private
tutoring. He began his career in California as a draftsman in San Francisco and moved to Los Angeles in
1895, where he formed a succession of architectural partnerships beginning in 1896.7

When Austin was commissioned to design the subject building, he was a Partner in the firm of Austin and
Brown, Architects. Upon completion of the subject building, he was a Partner in the firm of Austin and
Pennell, Architects. In his 50+ years practicing architecture in Southern California,”” Austin designed and
supervised the construction of many landmark buildings in Los Angeles, including the Shrine Auditorium
(HCM #139), Hollywood Masonic Temple (HCM #277), and the Griffith Observatory (HCM #168). He
also helped design and supervise the building of Los Angeles City Hall (HCM #150), in conjunction with
John C. Parkinson and Albert C. Martin, Sr. Austin was an active and dedicated member of the American
Institute of Architects (AIA). He served as the Southern California Chapter president of the AIA in 1912
and became an AIA fellow in 1913.

In addition to his professional accomplishments, Austin was a prominent civic leader in Los Angeles. He
served as a president of various organizations, including the Chamber of Commerce, Jonathan Club,
Southern California Historical Society, Los Angeles Humane Society for Children, and State Board of
Architectural Examiners. He was a longtime resident of Pasadena and died in 1963 at the age of 93.

W.C. Pennell

According to research conducted for the National Register nomination for Fairfax Theater (Los Angeles),
Woodbury C. Pennell (1883-1951) was born in Portland, Maine. In 1909, Pennell worked for Los
Angeles architect John C. Austin as a draftsman. By 1910, as an architect, Pennell worked as Austin’s
partner. With Austin, Pennell designed many downtown steel-frame height-limit buildings, along with
civic and industrial projects. They designed the Alvarado Street Theater (highly altered) as well as such
landmarks as the 1912 West Adams Methodist Episcopal Church at Adams and La Salle (later the Greater

5 Marcus Whiffen, American Architecture Since 1780: A Guide to Styles (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1981), 173.
76 «“Austin, Field & Fry,” Los Angeles Conservancy, accessed September 12, 2022,
https://www.laconservancy.org/architects/austin-field-fry.

77 “John Corneby Wilson Austin (Architect),” Pacific Coast Architecture Database, accessed September 12, 2022,
https://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/107/
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Temple Page Church of God), Hotel Leighton on MacArthur Park (demolished), and the Bronson Block
at 527 W. 7th Street (later the Collection Building).”

In 1914, Pennell founded his own firm. In addition to the collaborative projects, Pennell designed elegant
residences, schools, a large industrial laundry facility, and at least two other theaters—the Strand Theater
at 4409 S. Broadway in 1921 (extant, highly altered) and a theater in San Pedro. In the 1940s, Pennell
served as an advisor to the Los Angeles City Planning Commission.”

Conclusion

SurveyLA’s African American History in Los Angeles asserts, “Churches represented spaces of racial
autonomy and freedom, where blacks could workshop in their own spaces and according to their own
traditions. They also represented springboards for community leadership, as well as centers of social life,
business networks, and civil rights activism.”®® The subject property at 2610 S. La Salle Avenue is a
largely intact example of an early institutional development in South Los Angeles which has been in use
as a house of worship for 112 years. The subject building is significant as an important ecclesiastical
building associated with African American religious and social history in Los Angeles beginning in the
1952 to 1980, for its association with a significant African American religious leader in the Church of
God in Christ, Bishop L.C. Page, and for its architecture. For over 70 years, this church has centered the
spiritual, social, and political growth of its African American congregants and community. Together,
these generations of Angelenos have uplifted and conserved important African American religious and
social history through their individual and collective actions, traditions, and stewardship.

8 See Section 8 pages 28-29 of National Register nomination for the Fairfax Theater,
https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1067/files/CA_Los%20Angeles%20County Fairfax%20Theatre.pdf. For further
information: “Fine Gothic House of Worship,” Los Angeles Times, January 14, 1912, 10; “The Westward Trend—to
Erect Fine Loft Building,” Los Angeles Times, June 23, 1912; “Size of Hotel Leighton to Be Nearly Trebled,” Los
Angeles Times, June 9, 1912; “Classic in Style—New Alvarado State Theater Has Imposing Front,” Los Angeles
Times, July 19, 1914, 2; Alan Michelson, “William C. Pennell (Architect),” Alan Michelson, accessed October 23,
2019, http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/864/.

7 See Section 8 pages 28-29 of National Register nomination for the Fairfax Theater,
https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1067/files/CA_Los%20Angeles%20County_Fairfax%20Theatre.pdf. For further
information: “For Wilshire Corner,” Los Angeles Times, October 11, 1914, 4; “To Build Laundry Here,” Los
Angeles Times, April 1, 1923; “Beverly Boulevard Playhouse Announced. Theater and Store Buildings Will Be
Erected within Ninety Days”; “Ground Broken for Playhouse on Boulevard”; “School Additions Voted,” Los
Angeles Times, May 12, 1931, 15; “Four New School Units Planned for Kiddies,” Los Angeles Times, December 13,
1931, 3; Michelson, “William C. Pennell (Architect)”; “Obituary—Woodbury C. Pennell,” Los Angeles Times, April
18,1951, 11.

80 SurveyLA Afirican American History of Los Angeles, 120.
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West Adams Methodist Episcopal Church,

Corner Adame and La Salle, gs it will appear when compleled. Johm @
Austis and W. C. Peanell, associated architects,

WILL FINISH CHCURCH,

Fiune Gothic House of Worship.

=~ -

West Adams Methodlets to Complete

Ecautiful Gothic Editier Started

Years Ago at Corner of Lo Satle.

With the compiction by John C,
Austin und W, C Pennell, asseciated
architecty, of working plans, 1t 1
probuable thet construction will be be-
cun uvpon the nuditorlum portion of
the church of the West Adoras Meth-
odist LEptecopal congregation at the
corner of Weat Adams strect ond la
Salle avenue, Such e plan 8 now ae-
tively being urgod Ly the members of
that bHedy.

Tho Sunday-schoal part of the
church nas erected a number of years
og0, thia odliice fronting on La Salle
Bvenue¢. Bhoriage ¢f funds prevented
the completion of the bullding at that
time. This difllculty having been prac-
tically overcome, the original plans
with certain glterations are to be car~
rled aut

The church s to be of the English
Gothle tape and of brick fecing, with
stahe trim 2nd slate roof. The into-
rior wil) he Bpished in hardwood, the
windows belng of fino art glass, The
pews will be of aak, The puditorium
will have & sgatlng capacity of 450
pecple.

The Rov. George A. Henry §3 the
pastor of thoe church.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Realizaton,
ODEST STRAT,
NOTABLE END.

-
e

?m WEST ADAMS MEITXODIST
S

¥~ CH'ORCH TO BE DEDICATED,
W ———-
Oongregation, Beginulog o Resi-
. denco, Will Toko Possessdon of One
% .of Oity’s ¥incst Churches on Snne
. dsy~~Bishop Haghes in Charze of
;- Coremonies—Wesk of It

"'The handsome and suhatantial briok
and stone ahurch of tho Weet Adems
Mathodist Episcopal congregation e
Bow entirely Nnished and furnlshed
and will be Jdedicated by Eishop
Hughea on Hunhday,

When It was desired to form a
ohurch at this jocation, less than ten
Yesrs ago, no place could be found In
which ths jueetinga could be held. To
meet the emergency, Bishop Harmile
ton, at time resident in Califor-
nis, built a large residence across
Adama straet from ths sharch site,
and there the congregation. was or-
sanized dy Rev, P, H, Bodkin, who
for a jong tims held services In the
house, a5 well as 8 Suhday-school.
Then & portable bBuilding was pleced
on the church elte and used for a
har or twn. Ths next atep wak to
grect the rear porton of the present
ullding and now the whole has been
compbleted at & cost of $66,000, and iy
ono of ths sobstantial churches of
the ity >

The dedicatory services next Sun-
day will be held at 11 a.m, and 7:3¢
p.m. Blshop "Hughes will bhs the
preachor at the morning gerviecs and
his bdrother, Dr. Matt S, Hughea of
Pasadena, will preach In the avening.

Oon Mondey morning &t 19 o'clock
the Methodisi mintsters will be ia-
troduced to the new structure by

Ly L MY b
R VI L LA 7 {

(%
Handsome West

Juat completed at a cost nf $85,000.
Bishop Hughes.

Adams Methodist Episcopal Church,

It wilt be dedisated mext Sunday by

The ¢hurch stands at West Adams strest and LaSalle

avenue, in an exclusive residence dietrict,

holding _ thelr ministerial mesting
there. Dr. J. Whitcormb Brougher of
Temple Baptist Church will extond
greaiings Iln behalf of sistar churches,
and Rev, J. A, Gelasinger of Univer.
sity Methodist Church will d=iiver an
address. In the evening Blshop
Hughes will deliver a lecture In the
church.

Tueaday avening there will bs a
plpe-organ recital by Ray Hastings,
organist at Templa Auditorium.

Wednesday evaning, Rev. W. H.
Fishburn, pastor of Weat Adams Pres.
byterlan Charch, will preach.

Thursday cvening, Esster prepara-

tory services will be held, at which
time Rov. ¥, P. Ryland of the Hol-
lywoed Methodist Church will pranch.

Friday «avening, an Easter Come~
munion eervice will ba conducted by
the- pastor of the c¢hurch, Rev. G. A.
fl&nm agsisted by neighboring min.
stera,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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| HANDSOME EDIFICE.

Completed West Adams Methodat
Church One of the Eincest Houses
of Worship in Los Anceles

One of the most attractive churches
of 13 size yet crected in Los Anmeles
is tha recenlly-compioicd West Adams
Methodist Eplscopal Church at the
gouthenst corner of \West Adams street
and Lo Salle avenue. The edifice,
plunned by John C, Austin and W,
C. Pernell, pssociutsad architecty, is
Gothic in type and v brick and stone
construction. Ir Keeplng with 1ts gen-
oret substanttulity the jnterior lv An-
(shed In solid cak.

The Sundiy-school porten of the
building was convtructed several yours
ago, the complewcd structucs repres
wenting the odditlon of the nain, or
audltorlum par, retlier with a
beautitul tows s Vi ¢lupe kection
of the buflitng hving beenr ontirely
altered, the chem™ o4, to uil iatents
and purposes, & 1ew c¢dilce, -

One of the features of the church
i~ the open ~niling arrangement, heovy
timhbers and trumsey betng carrie=d en-
tirely actoss the aaditorium, Between
the  muin  audiedce-room and  the
sitnulny-sxchaal depariment I8 o sitde
ing door. whirh, upon being threwn
opsh, practically doublex the seating
capacity. Spacial provislan has heen
made for the 3ocixl e of thy con-

- )
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Mt. Sinai Planning
Entrance Observance

On Stnday. Dy 6, at 6 am,
Rev.. 13, W, Wade of Pilgorim Bep-
{ist tharch, his choie and conpre-
gation will be in charge of sorv-
ices ab the new edifice of M. Sie
pai Missionary church, Followlng
this service 1he cnavegalion will
1wewrn o the old chwrch haine
and prepare for mavehing at 10:30
sharp 1o (e new church  home,
the ald churely home Jocated nn
Ihe corpor

Ave,
At this scrvice Rev. H, B.
Chartes will bring the message

and inenediately  following the
cerviee [rce dinner will he served
15 all present ineluding guests and
the members. .

At 3 pam, Dr. L, M. Simspon
af Ilou«ton. Texas, 1he  gnoest
speaker for the Entrunce services,
will bring the opening “entrance
sormon, Pr. Simpson is president
of the DBaptist Mmisiers Union
cf Houston and vicinity and pas-
tor of Pleasany T
chuceh, Dre. Sitnpsan will deliver
the message ench night beginning
Mondity, July 7, throuzh Wednioss
day, Juiy 16. Afler which services
each night throtigh Sunday, Aug.
130, will be conducted by varicus
ministers, their cholrs and congre-
galions,

ML, 3inai cordially invites every-
one throughout Los Angeles and
the stale of California to join in

The pastor of Mt Sinai Mis-
sionary Laptist chureh, Rev. IL B,
Charles, has been in the gosprl
ministry 18 yvears, coming ta Mt
Sinal lwu years and nine months
apo. Rev. Chiles eame from Scc-
ond * Raptlst chureh, of long
Boach, Calif. S(arling wiih shout
40 members, 20 of which were
active, and a large indebiedniess
10 1he present mowmbership of over
1300 snd  preehasing o new
chiieeh edifice located on Lhe vore
ner of La Salle and Adans, 2610
|50 Lh Qallo “The ehurch auxili-

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

of 27th and Western.

Baptist -

the entvance scrviees at this time.

aries have grown to 37 and ihe
chureh has twe associate minise
ters. <hnie dircclress, organisl, pi-
anist, church secvetary and Cus-
tocian.
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VOLUNTEERS—Moariners Club members work week ends on child care center at
Pacific Palisades conference grounds. In foreground are, from left, Byron King, Bob
McCaughan and, serving coffee, Emily Richter, wite of Bob Richter, ot right on roof.

Couples Build
Child Facility

Toluitesra from more (han
10n Southland Bible sty
eluhs are working week ehds
Lhis spring 10 compkete a chlld
care cenler at the Pacifie Pati-
sades Preshytertatd (Conference
Grounds.

All ave members of the Mard:
ners Clubs founded 23 years
itgo by Dr. Louis M. IKvans, now
pastor of the Firat Preshylerian
Chureh of Hollywood,

The child cace project was
hegun in )88, according to
Dick Swartzel, chiirman. He
arlded that funrs at the outzet
were thought sufficient to erect
ihe center bat rising costs post-
poned ity buiklbizg.

Finally Mariners Clubs as-
<istanee wag secured, Through
henefitz, dinners ind nther
evenls these groups of ¢ouples
raized eneuzh money 10 com-
pete the jab anid the eenser
shatlld he reads for use hy the
end of summes.

It will praviie a plaec for
childrent of parentz arrending
meetings 21 the camp and a con-

ter for child welfars actjvities.:

Drama to Be Staged

“The T.ost Church™ a drama.
will he presentad at 700 pam.
amarrow at Angelica Luther-
a1 Church by actors fram the
Grace Lutherin Ceurch of Rell.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.

Crenshaw Methodists
to Hold Pioneer Night |

A new church will be builti

Crenthaw Methodist Church,
founded frem the union of two
eld and honorer congregations,
will wind up 8 week of conse-
cration, celebratlon and in-
spiration tomorrow with a Pio-
neer Night at 3740 Don Felipe
Drive.

The Rev. and AMrs, Qliver JT.
Werner will have as parsonage
guests for a bufet supper many
of the minislers and wiver whe
had served the two merging
churches in the pasi,

There were the Wesl Adamg
Methodist Church at W Adams
Blvd. and J.a Salle Ave, found.
ed in 1902, and the Parkdale or
Chesterfield Snuare Methodist
Church, 210 W 34th St found-:
ed in 1213 Both of these sane:
tuaries will contine as houses
of warship. The Adams church
wax sold (o the M1, Sinai Bap-
tist Church and the CRester-
field plabt tn 1he Second Free
Mothodlsy Cheireh, .

by the combined congregation
at the Don Felipe Drive ad-
dress, on 2 rile"secureq earlier
by the Parkdale chuxchk,

The pioneer might program
beging ac T30 pom. with Dr.
Kenneth Danskin, superin-
tendent of-(he San Bernardine
digtriet of the denomination, as
speaker. He at ane time pas-
tnred the Adams congregation.

Adventists Name New

Garden Grove Pastor

Farl R, Reyncldz haz Dheep
appainted pasior aof the
Seventh-Day Adventizt Church
af Garden Grove; afler serving
the 11 Centro church. and can-
gregations in Inglewood. Po-
mani, Redlands, Ontario. Santa
‘Raxa, Phoenix and Holland.
"Mich. He also served 10 vears
in the Indla miszionary field

Pastor Named
in Pasadena

The Rev. Alden 8. Mossham
mer has accepled a cali to the
first Congregattanal Church ol
Paradena and will assune the
pulpit theré probably In Sep

‘tember,

He succeeds the Rev. Ray
mond A. Waser who resigned
recently 10 aecent a call (o Pil
artm Chureh of Pomona. The
Rev, Max W, Rurke, associate
minisler ~ al.  Pasadena First
Chureh and who has adminis
tered the chureh =ince Mt
Waser's departure. will resxign
afective Aug. 1 and hecome a=
woclate 10 M Waser av Pom
INAL .

Mr, Mosshammer is pasior ol
Faith Congregational Church
2L Springhield. NMas=s, ‘¢ :

Pasgadena Kitst Church alsc
will he hest June 21 1o the com:
missioning of the Rev. and Mis,
William Griswold a8 -migsion

-and three xears in"Hawaii.

aries [or the American Board,

Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

LUTHERANS: WILL BREAK
SROUND FOR SANCTUARY

Ground-breaking ceremonios
tomorrow will mark the hegln-
ning of construction of Chuist
the King Lutheran Church ol
Reseda, organized in 1930 and
with moré than 100 members
today.

Special worship services will
he conducted at 10 am, @t
7137'y Resetta Bivrl, according
(o the Ttev. David Sward. organ-
izitig pastor. He said that the
Rev. Allan Langhofl, rcgional
director of American missions
for the Augustana Synod, will
he zuest speaker.

The ground breaking will fol-
low the worship pevied at the
new  site, Vamnwen St and
Andasal Ave, The congregation
has bren mceling at the Reseda
Masonie Hall, serving commu-
nities af (he western San Fer-
nande Valley.

Fiest unil, 10 cost abotit S50
009 will sear 125 and s tor be-
rome rither a chapel or part

of the suctal hatt wnen 4 1arger
sanctuary iz built later, Mr.
Sward said. 1t wlli be of com

Lemporary style.

Meeting to Urge

Retreat Recruifs

A meeting Lo boost attend-
ance at retreats for brides-to-be
will be held starting at 3 p.m.
loday at the Szeved Heart Re.
weat [louse, 920 E Alhambra
Roatf, Ajhambra.

Lewis Kribs of the Sterra
Madre Retreat House of the
Passinist Fathers wil] be fea.
tured speaker, Other speakers
and captains who have done
retreat work from the parishes
of Los Abgeles will be in at
tendance.

They will be -asked by tha
Carmelite Sisters of 1the Third
QOrder lo recruit retreatanls
from their parishioners and
members of organizations ia
their churches.
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MT. SINAI GREW FROM NOTHING

By A. 8. “DOC" YOUNG
with YERA HARRIS

Nothing reflects ihe tremend-
ous growth of the Negro popula-
tlon of Los Angeles more accurs
#1ely 1hoa spiraling chnreh mene-
bership rolls.

And if these slatements of
growth in the Sentinel’s veligious
series become repetitions, (hey
must e so out of necessity, jor
growth symbolizes (he Ihwilling
story of Southern California,

No better jNusivation of his
fact can beTound (han the Mount
Sinai Missionary Baptist Chureh,
2610 Sonth LaSalte strecl.

Less 1han a decarde ago, MU
Sinai's membership was 22 hardy
souls, the churcls home was an
wnimposing frame s(ructure, The
chureh was SL7,000 in debt, was
belng havrassed by Iwo law stits,
and there were only three dea-
cons to assist (he dypamic puse
tor, I 4. B. Chayles,

Today, Mt. Sinai bousls moare
than 6,000 members and Rev.
Charles says:

"We have just ebout & half-
million dollars in property, in-
cluding cintrelr furnishings.”

Replacing the 013 frame strue-
ture which was bt Sinal—and
which is today a real esiaie of-
fice—is an imposing, red, briek
ediflice which dominates the
hock at West Adams and La
Sulle,

But M1, Sipai is more
Just anoter big chuvch,

“FEven thaugh ML Sinai is
Jarge,” Rev. Charkes points oul,
“ihere is a peculinr warinlh in
the chureh. It iz one of the most
peacciul churches In 1he coun-
iy

than

* ¥ X

THIS 1S A CHURCH whose
membicrship ¥s a (rue evoss-sec-
tion of the cliy’s Negro popula-
tion. I1 is not by npy means a
socicly church, For on its rolls
are lisled boot-blacks and husi-
nessmen, movie stars and beauth-
ctans, parhervs and attorneys, doe-
tors and domeslics. ’

ML, Sinai is a ¢hurch that sup-
ports ils memievs — e people
(rom whoms it draws fts ownp sup-
porl. No member who makes a
sincere plea of need s allowsad
10 lose his property or suffer
fram any cause, Whenevery a
meptier needs a helping hand,
there always is an individual or
a group ready with aid,

Although he is a veritahle
dynamo in the pulpil and n his
dally work on behall aof Mt
Sinai, Rev. Charles is an hum-
Me, grateflul man who speaks
glowingly of his trustees, Sun-
day Schaol heads, deacons and
deacounesses, willing workers and
choirs,

in his own report 1o the “min-
Isiers, officers, members, and
friends of Mt. Sinai,” Rev. Char-
les has said:

“Nine years tga . . . T xtarted
my work here. The oullook was
davk oemil T acknowledge that I
was afraid of the future, And
wilhout any experience in a
creat city like T.os Anceles, hav-
ing now a small congrepation,
many af my friends Lurned away
{from me, and T was ashamed to
ask anybody what to do. But
God made known to me in a
dream  His ability 1o lalke care
of me, and to divect me here In
this great cily, Witlhh 1his assup-
anee, 1 starled my work. 1 de-
cided fivst that I wounld preach
as never hefore. God five me
shrengih, a message, and penple
started coming 1o us [rom every
walk of life. Ta this handiul of
people 1 had members (witht a
miind lo work, Everywhere 1hey
wenl, they (alked about Mt
Sinai. ‘They kepd her name al-

wayx hefare the public. So mch :

so that it wits not Jonz hefmg
we reafized we would nced lar-
mer quiavlers ™
L Y

FRE STORY of how ML Sinad
congresatian mavert feom the old
frame iotse at 27900 Sonth West-
arn Avepus 1o the mavin ~ sk
inz an La Salle ind Adams s
onee Vhat sy mhnlives Taith o oo
|11lr‘nllnus administrative  alility
L an the pietl of The pastor, feus-
| tres. deacons, omd a rme talent

tor shedding the weight of ad-
versily as the stereotzped duck
shakes water fgom his hack,

In several ntlempts 1o find «
new church heme, Mi. Sinai [ail-
cd. When officcrs (inally began
1o deal forr the presend straciure,
it seemed that they were under-
taking 2 job that was Loo big for
them.

"But Gord was with us,” Rlew
Chavles declares.

On July 101952, ey marehed
inte the Luilding they now own.
Hangineg over their heads was «
$130.000 deb, which inclided
furnishings, repaivs, roefing,
lick-pointing and ladies” founpe
-—plus upkedp:?

Money was hard (o gel. Many
6{ the members were neary, tor
this bullding-acquiving program
was 1o easy fask. ‘They were be-
deviled by rumors (hat they
would never bo able o pay o
1he new chwreh oo,

Some people, olwiously  envie
ons, spread the yumor that ML
Sinal memliers  weren't  really
buying the new huilding, that
they were merely “renling” it

Indeed, Rev. Chavles bad
sprencl himselt xo thin (hat he
cauldn’t pay his personal bills,
He was sued. The [inance come
pany tepossesscd his car, Yot
neither he nor the offweses and
nembers gave up.

“I thank God T 1he mon and
women wha were so Jalthful due-
ing thoese days of sivusglie,” Rev,
Charles says, “I was ahle 10 lead
an because of Thejr Galihfuiness.”

X 4 ¥

WHILE REV. CHAKLES is
reluclant 1o 1ake evedit for the
tremendons achiovement, eredites)
(n Mt Sinai. his (olluwers are
far mare vocul,

Bacle in 1932, when (he con-
gregation made enlranee  inia
the new hame. Atloriey Everetle
M. Porler said:

“IL s with greeal pespeet and
decp bumility 1hat 1 express my
own feebhmz, and am [ sure the
feeling ol many. (hat yon <Ry,
Charles) are one among (he fow
especially-endowed Iy God wilh
the inspirling and maghetic por-
sonalily ancd training necessary
t lead men 10 () new awaken-
ing 1y christianity.™

And, indeed, Rev, Clurirs has
kept his pledge to budld this ki)
of chureh:

Ona which waukl nnl only build ;

for itsell. bul which wouid alse
help smaller ¢charches in need Lo
build stronner,

One which wautld always be In
support of every member who
neederl a helping: bl

One which —. like a properly
growing  business. wanld return
monies ubtiined for the benefil
of the members.

Tadav, when one sl
through 1he huge inlerior of M
Kinai Missimars Baptise Chareh,
stantls i awe before the impres-
sive pipe urn, reads the sl of
church mroups sl aelividies, be
asks: “Whil more does a chigi-
cus hoty need?””

1Te leins, thoogly, in conver-
sation with the pastoe, officers,
and memboes, that this M. Sinai
is only a foundation of greater
{hings to come.

Alrendy  planned is 1he von-
struction af an elucationul buill-
ine.

The charrh wiant1s fo eyerd
apironent  buildings  pearby <o
thal members may henefit from
adeqaate hnusing, reasonably
priced.

‘There is alwiys a
gram dadieaned

new pro-
lo the spivitual

MT. SINAI BAPTIST CHURCH,
is an imposing, red, brick structure — the religious home

and malerial well-being of 1be
SUU0-plus M. Sinpians,

And this is a8 it should ny, 1oy
M1, Sinal s a young and grow.
g clan,

1t is. in the words of (he mure
mundane, & rolossus, Which
mwakes hefitting the theme of the
recent Mmister's Report, t(aken
from Colossiang 1:38:

"And tle is the head of the
body. Ihe chuveh: wher is the he-
gining, he firstborn (rom Ibe
dead; thal in alt things He might

have the pre-eminence.”

2610 Soulh LaSalle Street,

of 6000 members. Pastor of the church is Rev, H. B.
Charles, D.D.
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NEWLY INSTALLED—=Nowly installed officors of the
Baplist Ministars Union of Southern Califarnia are
picturod aftor they took oath at Mount Sinai Missisn.

fiold, Boing soaled wors Rovorsads H. 8. Charler, pees-
ident; Sutton O. J. Bvans, first viea.prasidont: E. Burns,
second vice-protideni: E. F. Bennott, gunera! secretary;

ary Baptist church én.l'qolday) sltarnoon. Oflicers

ware inslallod by outg

3 P

t Rav,

W, Ce.

Baptist Union
Installs Officers

Newly netalled were Rev. H. B,
Charles, president, and minisicr
of Mt. Sinai; Rev. Sutlon O. J.
Evans, Marcedonia Baptist, (irst
vice-president; Rev. E. Burns,
Strangers Rest Bapiist, scoend
vice-president; Rev, E. F, Bennett,
St. Luke Baptist, general sccres
iery: Rev. W, M. Mnilock, Grace
Termple Baptist, assistant geneval
secvetary: Rev, T. P. Moss, New
Zion, financial secretary; and Rev.
G. W, Coftedd, Mt, Moriah Dap-
tist, treasurec. o

The eleclion of alficers was
held at Southern Baplist churcl
Jan. 6.

Outgoing offlcers were Rev. Co-
fleld, president; Rev. E. 8. John-
son, first vice-president; Rev. John
A. Davis, general sccrelary; Rev?
H. J. Adams, financial sccrelavy;
and Rev. E. C. Austin, treasurer.

Theé program was opcned with
devolional Ied by Revs, E. Brown,
B. D. Wnlker, C. Randolph and

W, H. Trvin. Master of ceremonies’

was Rev. G. B, Washingtan Jr,
A musical selcetion was pro-

vided by i{he Mount Sinal ¢hoir,

with scripture by Rev. M. L.
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Scott. Prayer was by Fev, P. L.
Ellis, with instadlation of offlcers
by Rev. G. W. Cofield.

- Rev. W. D. Carter led the in-
slalation prayer wilh Rev. K.
I{ey glving the installation hymn.

W, M. Matock, assistant genoral sacrolory; E, Brown,
financial secretory, and G. W, Cafiold, trassurer.
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History Week
Group Maps
1955 Agenda

. The annual observance of Nne
tional Negro Iistory week  will
be held Feb, 13-20, tallowing 1lie
theme -=“Negro Tlistory A Contrie
buiian to America’s Imlecenlture
| Life”

Our Authors’ Study olub, Los
Aungeles branch of 1he Associnlion
for the Study of Negre Life and
ilistory will sponsor its annual
Negro llistory celebration in
Sonthern Californin, with events
of speclal interest planned for
ie entire week,

‘The planning comunittee is made
up of representative membevs of
churehes, fraternal ovganizalions,
sociel,  civle and  educalional
aroups. . R, Wright, 111, mana-
ger, Broadway Federal Savings
and Loan ussociation, is general
chalrman:  Miss  Pauline  Slater,

(Continued on Page A-3)
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istory Week

Continued from Page 1)
hducator, chalrman. Miss Evan-
seline Woodfolk, a soclal service
worker, is secretary. Mrs. Vassie
. Wright, real estate broker, is
ounder of Our Authors Study
Alub and the president.

‘The achievemenis of the Negro
‘il be broughi 1o the atiention
[ Angelenos during the obserys
ence. Eminent speakers of na-
ional importance will be featured,

and a hundred.vaice chorus will
'sing Chutch night and for other
vents,

The Negro in the Hall of Fame
will be dramntized. with art wock
of outstanding artists presented
on a gulded tour. A musical pro-
gram will feature compositions of
Negro compoaers,

Young people will preseni a
forum, entertainment, banquet
and oratotical contest. Business
and professionzl people of the
City will present a demonstration
of gmadern business and profes.
| 90) } practices.

ss Negro History for the

e of 1955 will be crowned. The
coronation will feature 12 debu-
tantes. Citations for iop flight
achlevements will be made to the
10 most illustrious individuals in
the community.

The city-wide planning com-
wmittee held a large and enthuss
tastic meeting Jast Sunday after-
noon at Mt Sinai Baptist church,
La Salle and V. Adams, the Rev,
H. B. Charles s the minister.
Next planning committee meeting
wil be held at the same place
on Sunday, January 23, at 4 p.m.
For further Information phone,
RE 6442,
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MSTER Of EREMONIE al the ioin haksgivihg program
by Baptist Minislers Union and Business Men’s Association
at Feithivl Central Baplist church was the Rev. C. W. Criss,

pasior of Sharon Baplist church. Rev. W. O. DeVaugh,
pastor of New Hope Bapiist church, Wilmington, delivered

Presidenl Eisenhawer’s

sarvice.

Thanksgiving proclamalion  at

- &

Business Men Hold
Joint Prayer Rites

Rev. E. A. Anderson, prestdent of the Baptist Minis-

ter's Union said “The ThanKsaiving prayer service held
jointly by the Baptist Minlster’s Union and the Los An-
geles Business Men’s Assoclates was a first step toward
bringineg business men and’ the clergy closcr together in

solving community problems.”

In his introduction of Rev. 14,
B. Charles, pastor of ML Sinai
Baptist Chweh and  principal
speaker for Ihe joint service,
Rev. Anderson declared thot “the
economic advancement and ye-
ligious development af any e2In.
munity resis npon the shoulders
of the Church and Christian bus-
iness men.”

O'Rryant Speals

leomd O'Bryant. president nl
ihe Business Men's Assacialcs
called upon the business men {0
give more frecly of their fime
through service in yauth active
ities af the c¢hwreh, O'Bryant al-
so cited Rev. 1), i Charfes as R
friend and beoster of Christian
husiness men  throuzhoul 1hie
country.

Buslpess Cilutlous

The Rev. \WV. L. Robinsan, pas-
tor of Faithful Central Baplist
i Chugeh and searetery of the Tap-
|tist Ministers' Union. vead cita-
1 tions honoving the three most
outslanding ‘*wisiness moen for
1936. Citations want 16 Dr. H.
Clande  Mudson, dentlist.  and
president nf Broadway Fedetal
Savings and Loan Associalion,
1701 Sa. Broadway sirect. Nors
man . Houslom, presideert of
Golden State Mulual LiHe 1ne
sgrance Corapany, and  Louls
Russcll, president  of  Russell's
Furniture and Appliatce Come
pany.

Oiers appeariiz on the proe
gram included: Rev, G. W. Criss,
Rev. Klliol ¥rawn, Rev.  Ross
Ellis, and Rev. (. AL Aieador.
The senior  ~haiy of ML Snai
Baptist Church directad hy Mrs,
Annie Louis rerdered the music,

Fresidemt. Eisenbowar's
Thanksgiving Proelamation was
delivered 1o iba joint meeting
oy Rev. W. O. Do, Vaugnn, pas-
tor af New Hnpe Baptist. Church,
Wilmingion.

SPECIAL WORSHIP—Rev, W. L. Robinson, pasior of Failhful
Central Baplist church and secretary of the Baptist Min-
ister’s Union, reads special business cilation from Baptist
Minister's Union 1o three outstanding business men for
1956. leit 1o right, Rev. Robinsan, Dr. H, Clsude Hudson,
Lean Associa-

president of Broacdway Federal Savings and_

BUSINESS MEN in

allendance ar Thanksgiv-
ing services lake lime out 16 cangraluiale
Rev. T. M. Chambers, pastor of Zion Hill
Baplist church, upon his encouragement 1o
business men of the communily. Dr. Cham-
bers has encouvraged the developmenl of

tion, Heori Q'Bryant, who received the award in behalf
of Norman O. Housten, president of Golden State Mulual
Life Insurance company, and Lovis Russell, president of
the Russell Furniture and Appliance company. The ihree
men were cited by the Minister’s Union for their ouisiand-
ing business achicvements.

P
_,:% :

LEs

the communily (hrough bigger and belter
business enierptises. Left 1o right: McHenry
Norman, J. W. Heath, Dr. T. M. Chambers,
Anhur T, Houston, Mack Gordon, Willie
Files, Rahert W. Lee, and Wendell E. Hal-
then.
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DR. E. A. ANDERSON, pasior of McCoy Memorial Bapti
church and prasident of the Baptist Ministers Union, calle
for church and business alliance in solving communi
problems. Pastor of MI. Sinai Baptist church, Dr. H.
Charles, delivered the Thanksgiving address during speci
worship.
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Ministers Will
Get Qut Vote

Calling on the entire com-.to unit and work together for
munity to rally forces on|veter education and a “gel out
the annhiversary of the historic,the vote" drive.

Supreme Court deciston deseg-| “May 17, 1954 will always
regating the schools, the mints- [remain a landmark In the his.
ters of the Chiueh Registratlon tavy of Ihe Civil Rights Move.
Assoclation, endoied hy helment and 1he mareh of Ameri-
Baplist Ministers, AME Min-igcay Neprnes up tile rnad (o
Isters Christiun Ministers, Com- freedom™ declured Rev. Oxom,
munity Ministers and Inter- wiin ic also Wostom Regional
rlenominational Mintsters Alli- Church Committee chairman of
ances, this week announced
plans ta mabilize mass support.
for candidates who champion
eivil rights.

- Rev. L. A. Anderson and
RKev. L. S. Odom, co-chairman
of the Church Registration As-
wocialion, wer ejoined by Rev,
H., B, Charles, pastor of ML
Sinai Baptist Church, wheye
the vally will be held, in calls
ing All ministers and churches

(continued on puga AS)
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Ministers. . . I

(Contlnued trom Page 13

the NAACP. “When we cele.’
brate i wilh  thanksgiving,
eigglyl vears jaler, we do so with |
a new  determination  In be
I'I-'we B3 L L Ind we can'l
“he frer it we  take 1hal
shavr walk to the ballot hos,
revand o friends, and punish
our pnemies,” '

lelmmnd G 1Pary
B, Califormid’s Caov il
-Righte champien will be ony
mam speaket” xaid Rev, Andeye
ton, "hacatise we foel that the
Jirst California FEPC and Fair
il—lousinq Laws, and ihe Omni-
bus Civil Rights Law passed
‘under his adminisivation  nre
1alsa Jandmarks In Civil Righls:
| histary.

| “We know that he is with

‘Us in owy aspiratlons to I\avel
|

imore Nemoes in elected and
jappointet offlees, and we want ;
him 10 keynole this kickeft:
rally  launching  our  All-oud -
drive to mobilize the voters vfi
Iour comounify And gel them.
ivegistered.” |
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INSIDE ON PARKER CONFAB - .

Anger [aved from Paolice Chiel John Keriney ran ntier Parker,

Parker Friday when he mel
with an interracial group of
mingsiers (o talk about the yos
liee-Negrn communily silustlon
in los Angeles.’

The mesling, snugeesled hy
e Rev. H. I, Rrookins, pastor
of the Fist AME Chrch, and
aliended by the minisiors, alan
caled lagether John Kesiney
and Everette Porter, officials
wilh lhe Police Comniission,
and Parker,

~The group was lo go aver
plang for establishment. of &
Letler alimasphere in police pro-
cedures among ihe city's minar-
Ly groups,

Pavker erupted when thie Rev.
Broaking was talking of Parke
er's recent disclosure of double
ing_police scout-car offlcera fn
(he "Negro arcas” of the clty,

BRI T I N S

THIY BERULLIENT pelice
chief leupedd 1o his feel, It was
reporied, saying, "I didn'L come
heve lo be lectured lo. I'm go.
ng.”

Pollce Cornmission president

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Lalked with him for a few min-
{Canttnued on Page S)I




° 8, .
Chief Boils .. .
{Continied from Page 1) .
ules, and the chief retwned to
his seat, . s

-« According to the Rev, Brook-
Ins, Parker' stayed with the
avoup nearly twa hours, dis-
cussing the current heated feef:
Ings existing between the Ne-
&vo community and the police
department, o

Pavker was quoled as saying

. he had only heard "the heated
kind" of suggestions from “the
Negro people. Negro citizens
have not’ been 1o we before
with this kind of approach,”

* & X

- AMONG PHE ninsters at-
tending the fact-finding, new-
rmoves discussion were the Reys.
Kring Allen of McCarlhy Me.
morial Chureh, L. L. White of
Molman Methodist, H. B. Char-
les of |[Mt|Sinai|Baptlst Chure,
L. S. Odom of Wad ME
Church,, James Hargett of the
Church of Christlan Fellow-
-ship, E, V. Kill of Mt Zion
Baptist, B, O. Byrd of New
Hope BAptist, W. L. Roblnson
af Strangers Rest, and the Rey,
Mr. Wooford of Moming Star
Bapilst Church.

After the meeting, Dr, Brook-
ins commenled:

" *I am inclined (o believe that
the right, unemotional approach
wHI provide communleation be-
tween Parker and his depart-
ment and the Negro canmunl-
ty‘l‘,
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® Huge Crowds Attend
M.L. King Rallies

President of the Interdenominationat Alllance, Rev.
Jerry, W, Ford, and President of the Baptist Ministers
Unlon, Rev. P, J. Ellis, reported that the Martin Luther
King Rallles Sunday In Los Angeles were a great success.
The sanctuary of Zijon Hill Baptist church was packed
with eager listeners with  ap-
proximately a thousand more
standing outside the ehwreir. Il
rained throughout the day, but
it did not hinder the crowd who
came 1o hear Dr. King speak.

The total funds, raised and re-
ported in excess of $5000 will be
sent immediately to (he Soulh-
ern Christian Leadership confer.
ence in Montgomery, Ala. The
program for the alternoonn-was
studded whh oulstonding min-
Isters of wvarious denominalions
of the city, with choivs, ushers
and many worshippors, who were
. . . keenly inferesied in Dr. King's

- M., Messape. .
CONGRATULATIONS—After the successful King, Jr. {center). Qver $5000 was turned King declared 1hat ihe Nepro
Martin Lulher Rallies Sunday, Rev. Jerry over 10 the Southern Christian teadership all over the country is detere
W. Ford (lefl) and Rev. P, ). Ellis (sight) conference of which Rev, King is pres- mined to go forwnrd in the
extended congratulations jo Rev, M. L, ident, : struggle for wivil rights, While
decrying  violence, King urged
lhe audience “ta Lkeep mressing
in orderly, forthright manvey
untit viclory is won and all men
n the Unlted Siates are fee.”

‘The crowd, estimated a1 1000,
did not include those whae could
not gain entrance into the huild.
ing.t It was reported by Rev,
Martin Robinson of Friondship
Baplist church of Pasadena (hat
the same conditions prevailed
when Dr. King spoke at the 11
a.m. worship. That congregation
reported over $1000.

Choirs participating wete from
Vigtory Baptist cburch, Leswis
Metropolitan CME church, Tu-
hernacle Baptist chureh. Zion
Ml Baplisi church, Ovchestra
of Zion HI, apd the Saciamen-
to Youth Singers, who s{irred the
congreeation with Rossinni’s *'1
Wil Give Thanks.”

In the cvehing anather turne
away crowd met -at Mt Slual
Baptist church, LaSalle and
West Adams to hear Dr. King
speak from ihe subject, “Going
Forward by .Going Backward.” |
He cnlled upon the jeaders of !
-Amevica (o help séve the soul of !
the country by returning {o the
true principles of  brotherhood
and freedom upon which Uis
country was founded. Rev, IH. B.
Charles. pastor, presented »
plaque honorlng Dr. King's
achievement in the field of Idu-
! man Relations. The inpact of
'Dr. King's appeavance in the
“Los Angeles area was fremen-
dous as worshippers left the
meetings in the rain with King's
message échoing in 1heir hearls. |
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Rev. King Here Sun.
In Rally Meetings

Rev. Martin Ludher King Jr., millitant Neere leader
for civil his will speak hiere 1n Los Angeles Sunday at
3.00 pan. at ihe Zion Hill Baptlst ehareh, 5lst and Mc-
[Kinley. His appearanece here ia snousored by the Baptist
Minislers Union and (he Interdenominational Minislers
Aldinee, Bev aing alsa has aps
pearances in Maslena, ar The
Frwead=hin Baphs!l chareh, Rev,

Alarvin Bobingon, pastor al 1hc:
11 a.m, winship houy. i

ths visit is in behadf af 1he
Louthem Conleprpee for Chrise
tieen Jeadership, His message for
thes e s espeenlly impartand

he s recently ongzaged by that
grap 10 hesed the orgimizational
vive fo veisler Negroes me Lhe
Southy 1o vele and participate in
svery phase of communily life
as eilizens,

e Jas momved [om The pas-
Tovits of Tasier Aveane $plist
Shueel ome Aontcomsn, Alas (0
The or tarade of hic [ather's
“hosel e Adlanta, G

Followiz  his  Sumdav aler.
nanh spraking  engazement  rl
i Hille Reve Kimg will speak
al ML Smai Raplist chureh, 1a-
Salle sand Adians, 1he Rev, 1L B,
(‘harles, pastor abk 8 p.m. Intervest
from sev local groups hag
been expressed by several Jead-
ors pledging suppert of their
eroups in altending Labor has
detinilaly promised 1o he pres-
el with gond  vepresentation,
several Masonse and LK gvonups |
have (1 they wall be preseni
as wel! s omaeerous chneh eens
it b theil pastacs nf
Al denonunations,

Vhe nnhilie s oeedd Lo he juess

I, a5 o
i AVhere e
appearcil over [he roine
(e, there s haen a daere ade
(endanee in sl cities as
Chieago, Debmil and haoughond
e fast “The measling is desianed
16 ive The Reav. g wAanee
of sapport frmm denominational
wroups in Trs Aneeles
Yess af chureh conpeclion, "Fhis
is the Jiest litne in the histo
of Los Angelrs Bao mipistenj
cronps hene eome lagetker s |
one Lo allond Eha eify iy in
sapperl of pemciples for which |
v Kine stids,

Jing he
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Celebration
Planned for
The Pages

A week of celebration .
honora Bishop and Mrs, L,
C. Page, Junn 18 through
June 25. Bishop Page came
to California in 1943 to con-
duct s revival for Bishop
McRinney at 2ist St. Tem-
ple and decided (6 remain
in Los Angeles.

On the fourth Saturday
night in June of 1HM3, he
arganized Page Evangelist
Temple. He opened a fent
acrvice on July 4, 1043 and
shortly after purchased a

chareh al 337 1. Jefferson .(“ . . ;
Bivdl. - .
He maved with his con BISHOP AND MRS. L. C. PAGE

gregation Lo Lhe westside in hanored al celebyration

1954, and merged with the
Antioch Chwrch. As pastor
of Antioch Churelr nf God
In Christ, he inferwove the
iwo congregalions,

In 1943, Bishop Page look
anolher step and purchaacd
the edifice. Greater Page
TFemple. at the corner of La
Salle and Adams Blvd. In
January 1964, the preesent
location was remodeled and
a banquet hall installed with
& capacity of S0t

Mrs, Thelma Page, wife,
of the pastor, organized the
Miracle Hour which &lill
meels cach Tuesday and
through which bhundreds
joincd the church.
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Tragedy Of
Missing Heaver

The Rev. E. D, Bmallwood pre-
sents both cholrs ol Opportunty
Baplist cintrch In "The Tragedy of
Missing Heaven” (Everybody Talk-
1Y’ ‘Bout. Henven Ain't Golng There)
nt the Opportunity Baptist church,
1112 East 2)rd street, corner of 2rd
and Griffith avenue), Friday, Dec..
<2, at B pm,

Don't fall (o sce Wis play of the
season. You haven't scen enything
Mke 1t It wi) howd you spellbound
from the beginning to the end, and
will cause you to wonder — "just
who will make it to Hcaven!”

TIIS musical drama I8 wiitien
and directed by the Rev, E. D.
Snallweod. Visit o church whose
totte isi “Bear withess to Lhe

Truth, rad quench not the Holy
Shirit.” The ¢hurehh with “Tho Eve
erlasting Welcome To Al”

Christian Science
Lesson-Sermon

“Unto us & child 38 boro, unto us
1 600 s given® and {he government
shinll be upon his shoulder This
statement from ¥salah will be (he
Golden Text of the Sunday Bible
Lessen on “Christ Jesus” in gl
branclics of The Mother Church,
The First Choreh of Christ, 8clen-
tist, in Boston.

A Sceriplural selectlon from Luke
records, “And, behold there was o
man in Jerusalom, whose nome wns
Shmeon; . ., And 1t was revealed
unte hBim by the Holy Chort, that
he should not see death, beforo he
had secn the Lords Christ.”

Mary Baker Bddy says In the
Chylstlan Selence texthook, “Selence
and Health with Key to e Berlp-
tures:” “Jesus represented Chrlst,
the true idea of God “Christ, as
the true spliltual ddea, Js the ideal
of God now and forever, here and
cverywhete,”

Bishop L. C. Page Conducts
Xmas Community Meetings

Bishiop L. €. Page, his famaus
Radlo chiolvy ancl congregation, will
conduct o speclal series of commun- |
ity meetlngs durleg the Chrlstmas
week ab the True Unlted Chrialian
chiureh, 10123 Scuth Deach streel,
cornet of 142nd strect.

Beginaing with n speelal Chatst~
mas service at 11 oclock on Christe
mas morning, and every night at!
elght o'clock—Monday through Sat- |
wday ,

Blshop Page Is pastor of Bvapgel-
istle Temple Chureh of God in
Christ, In downlown Ios Angeles,
and la widely known (hrough his
mumerous radio programs brondeast

over onc of Lie local radlo stations,
and Js natlonally known as ono of
Americn’s  oulsitangding  evangellsts,
and many refer to him as the “Bli~
l¥ Sundny” of the Race.

The publle i5 Invifed to attend
these services. Bishop O. P. Kylo Is
the minister in charge of the True
Unlied Christlan church.

By B. Francine Clifton, Seotinel's Religion Ldlitor

Onee n year we witness Lhls nurncle, Christmasl . . . the miracie
that everybody shares. But can't yau picture what r world, M 1L werd
alwrys Christons Ib could be, you know. tor Ghristmas is not juat 3
date In December but o state of heart. The groatest gily we could wisn
for everybody, everywhere, I8 the goodwill 10 make the Christmes mir-
nele Jast oll year ‘round. .

This year of our Lord, Christmns, one thousand nipe hundred and
1lity, Merry Christmns, goad will taward men 13 on my lps. “Joy to
the world, we chant.” We tre prone (o wonder where Is the Joy OF )
the good whll In this old weatry and learful warld of the mideentury.

I ibink of Lhe Christ child born centurles age to bring Joy and
pence. T Lhink of the people all over the warld who have no Christmas,
and I uller a prayer for a better worid for them tomorrow, for thers
Is fehowship, kindncss ang peace golore in this world I only wo derd
o sbare [t

At this time, 1 all the places which mre lumiied by Christienity,
Rreat candles glow at the alinss of the Clurchies to celebrite the com-
Ing of the Clwist Child, bors to hring "Peace on Earth, Goodwill to
Mea™ . ., That Is all we need, Peace on Earth, Goodwll to Men, but
unless we belleve the pursuil of joy and heppiness Is not merely an
American exercise, but that. it belongs o nll: And thal happinesa mepns
peace and subsistence for alt parents and all ehildren everywhere, - then
It would be foollsh for me to write, or for you to read about Christe
mas at all. . - .

If eyes were not misinken by the color of the skin, 1 the heert
could make ditect contact with other benrts, if the spirlt of men cowd
be glven voice, the avenue of communication opened, the -Brotherhood
of man wonld 1o longer be a PrAYCE. . .-'A

When we sense the heady iruth that Christmas Is no longer cop
celvable except as o hollday for children , . . a seculsr festival wu
our Patron anint, the dopartment store, then it is tine to put ‘OHRIX

back into Christmas and let there truly be “Peace on Earth, Goode
to Men.”
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Musical Achievements
Of Pearline Ford Listed

Mrs, Clemmie Dorvey con-

gratulated Mre  Peacline
Ford on her musical achjev-
emsnt, this week.
- Mrs. Ford is a twin daugh-
ter of Elder and Mra. George
Clifton of Qreenvllle, Tex.
Elder Clifton was a minister
of the Church of God in
Christ and was noted for his
einging and playing of any
muelcal instrument,

The twina accompanied
Fider. Clifton many times
throughout the state ninging
duets in meectingas he con-
ducted, They were only five
years of age at the iime.
This merved ar an ingpiration
in Mrs. Fard and she hnaa
developed her taleniw lo the
point of being distingulshed
with the leading choir dlrec-
tors througheut the churches
of the Uniled Stales.

She came in Celifornia and
in 1951 afflliated hergell with
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the Page Evangellat Temple
and became a member of the
Radio Choir.

In 1853 ahe hecame nelive
in the DEvangelist District
Youlth Department as choir
Directress. Her abilily was
noticed by the State Youth
Presidenl, Elder Paul OC.
Green; and in the early part
of 1954, ehe wnas appolnted
as Choir Mairon for the
State Youth Depl. Later on
that same year when the
State Cholr Direciress, Mrs.
Bernice Smilh resigned, Mra.
Ford was appoinled Lo direct
ithe State Yonlh Chair.

Under her leadership Lhe
State Youth Choir, became
1o bhe known from Coast to
Corst r8 the basl arganized
and best trained Cholr in the
Church of God in Christ.
Noling her abilily as sn or-
ganizer and leader, the Na-
Liona! Presideni of the Youlh
Congress sppoinied her Un

the Nalional Choir Direc-

Churches of God In Chrlet,

In 10681 she felt the need|
for a Musical Fiducation and
Distributlon center in Los
Angeles. Working elong with
her husband, Mr, E. W, Ford,
they established the Kord
Sludio of Music, located al
4163 South Cenlral Avenue.
There she is teachlng and
has the largest stock of Re.
ligions sheet musie on the
West Coast,
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Page Temple
Maps Revival

Bislhiop 1. C, Page, pastior
of the Greater Page Temple
Chureh of God in Christ, is
conducling a 40 day revival
at Lhe chwrch Lo coincide with
the Lenten Season,

The ¢limax of the revival
will be the anmnnal midnile
baplizing on Good Friday
night,

Many gueat ministemn will
assist Bighop Page through-
st the revival, The Rev,
Jonathan Greer from Chica-
go, IlIt. and Rev, Harry An-
derson from DOlean, N. Y,
have been guest speakers for
the pasl week.

The church 8 located at
2610 So, Le Salie at the cor-
ner of Adams, Service begins
nighily al 7:30 pan,

(vreater Page Tewmple|
wrondeasig every Sunday
morning over KDAY {rom
Il:!::il) 1o 1:30,

Science Studies
Prodigal Son

The pacvable of Lhe pt'odigall
son i featured in thia week's:

Bible Lesson on "Subsiance'

to be read in Christian Sci-.

enve churches Sunday, Maveh:

14. Rejoicing Lo gee his son's

return, the father said: “Far-

Lhis my saon was dead, and ia

alive again: he waa lost, and,

is found™ Taake 15, |

| HMow everyvone musl event.

ually find the ‘substance” of. claims of maiter, that mortals
his own life iz brought oul in{ ean lay off mortality and find
{he Christian Secience texi-|the indissoluble apivitual link
boak: “It is only by ncknow- \which establishes man forever
ledping ihe supremary of in the divine likeness, insepar-
:Spirit. which annuls the able from his ereator”,
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Photo Standalone 30 -- No Title
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DON LOVE, chairman of the
Men’s Doy at Grester Page
Temple Chorch, 2610 S. La-
Selle, Oct. 23, annownoces
tha day was » tremendous
success. Bishop L. C. Page
Is minister, -
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Clara Ward To Sing at Page Temple o )
Los Angeles Sentinel (1934-); Feb 8, 1968; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Sentinel
pg. DS

1

CLARA WARD and the Ward Singers are 3. LaSalle, at 8 p.m., Sunday, Feb., 18,
scheduled to appear in 8 Homecoming Miss Ward and the Ward Singers ere
Gaspel musical al the Grester Page shown above with Mrs. Gerlrude Ward,
Temple Church of God in Christ. 2610 inset. Bishop L. C. Page is pastor,

Clara Ward
To Sing at
Page Temple

The Page Templs (hodr,
Don Love, divector, in pre-
eenting & Homecoming Gos-
pel Musical, festuring the
world famons Clara Ward
and the Ward Singers, the
Pege Tompls Cholr, and
many obher gospel singore.

The program ta slated for
Sunday, Feb. 18, at 3 p.m.,
at Greater Page Tample, La-
Selle and Adama Blvds,

Miss Ward and her sing-
o5 gre acolaimed through-
out the world for their styl-
ing and interpretation of
gospel singing, and are com-
ing directly from Sidney,
Australia for the Homscom-
ing program

The Ward Singers are one
of the oldest and moet re-
corded gospal eingers in
Awmerica. Mrs, Gertrude
Ward is founder end man-
ager of over 35 years. The
Ward Singers have appear-
od on radio, TV as featured
enterteinets and are known
on the west coast for thair
yearly appoarances at Dis.
neyland.

The Page Temple Chodr
wiil have a featured part on
the progrem and will pre.
sent solections from thaetr
latest long-playing album,
‘I Surrender All”

Bishop L. C. Page, is pas-
tor,

.
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World Religious Advocates Congregate For Convention
Lm Angelev Sentinel (1934-); Aug 29, 1968; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Sentinel
9

World Religious Advocates
Congregate For Convention

The Intemational  VFeange.
lists Convention of the Church
of God fn Christ will convene
September 2nd through Sep-
tomhier 7th, a1l Gipater Pape
Temple Chureh af  God In
Christ, 2610 1o Salle Plva,
This  convenlini marks  the
40th Anniversary of the found-
ing of e Feanpelists Con.
vention, with Bishap L. C.
Page as its pational president,

Gospel prenchers and mis-
sienarics from threughout the
United States and foreipn
countries will we on hand to
participale in this convantion,
inclnded wnl he Elders Auslin

of Denait; Boady of Mushke-

o, Michigan; Mlichel of
Texas., Melvin Clavk of Ab-
quippa,  Peansvivania, and

Bichon 15 N,
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Daily Services

Washingion of

Serviens hegin each dav at
N A and continue through
the evening and nipghi. Tach
fight therr will b gospel
singing and preaching.

The Cenvendon will
Jaunched
Breakfast  Satuwlay  morning
August 31, sponsored by Mrs,
Thelma Page. Sunday night,

e

Sept. 1 s shated as the dain
fr 1he Convenlien Pre-Musi-
cal which wiil fralure the
Page Tempie Choir and niany
of the mwzianding gaspat wine
zers of the city.

Musical Staled
Interpational  Fvanpe-
Pep-convention  musicnd

The
lisls

with 2 Continenlal , : *

BISHOP L. C. PAGE
. heads convenlion®

s slatcd for Sunday night.
Sept. 1, at 8 p.m at Pape
Temple  Chewch of  Gad in
Christ, Don Tove and the Pape
Temple Chair will be {eatured
along with many of the city's
vacoo) zoloists, and  singing
Aroups, musicians.

There will be several out-of-
town giests who will bhe on
hand to help celebrate e
opehing of this 40th Aaniyer.
sary of the Tvangelists Con-
vention. Don Love has heen
selected 88 musie director for
the Convention and will con.
duct a mAass chnlr each night,
which will render murh of 1he
pospel miusic along with othey
guest singers each nipht, 7

The public s invitetl. Bistiop
I.. C. Page is Conventlon Prés-
ident.
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State Workers Meeting Set
Los zﬁgngelex Sentinel (1934-); Jan 23, 1969; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Sentinel
pg. C

Bishop L. C. Page, overseer
of the Central California JFur-
isdiction. of the Church of
God in Christ, is scheduled ta
preside over the Staie Work-
ers meeting, at Greater Page
Temple, 2610 S. LaSzlle, Jan.
26 through Feb. 1.

BISHOP? L. C. PAGE
. . . overseer

The newly established Dio-
cese represents approximate-
ly 2,000 members In the Great-
er Los Angeles area, Daily
sessions of the state meeting
wifl open at 10 am., with
prayer and gospel teaching
by Bishop Page and State
paslors.

A 200.voice Choir under the
direction of Don Love will
furnish music for the nightly
8 p-m. Deliverance hour, with
Assistant State Qverseer Mil-
ton Perry in charge.
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Bishop L.C. Page Presides At Annual Natl. Evangelist Parley Feb. 14-21 in Gary
Los Angeles Sentinel (1934-); Feb 2, 1950; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Sentinel

pg. A6

Bishop L.C. Page Presides
At Annual Natl. Evangelist
Parley Feb. 14.21 in Cary

GARY, Ind.—The Natlonal Evangelists of the Church of
God in Christ will hold their annual Sesslon at the Freeman’s
lempie, 1950 Washinglon street, Feb, 34 to 21, Delegates from
all parts ef the country will assemble to make this the great-
est gathering of evangelist mindsters ever to assemble In this
ity )

The Nauonal president, Bishop
L. C. 'age of Las Angeles, will pre-
Jstde over fMhe session, and lasmch a
i crzade 1o add 23.000 new members
Fto the ¢hurches throushoutr &mer-
iea, ‘The wayor of e ¢ity of Gory
wh deliver e welcome address and
mesent the Ley o the oty to the
seasion. Blshop Pago !s reportediy
qolig a fine Job In spging these
1ovleal meelings, wiléh should help
the fellowshlp of the Mministers,

The postor, the Rev, O, Freeman,
and the (ceal commitee aie work-
ing 10 have preparalions compleicd
o entertain the delegates. Thie Rev.
Cornelins Range, Sv, s publichy
dlrector,

Among the apeakers are: Bishop
.C. H. Mnson at Meuphis, Tenn,
Blshop Samuel Crouck of Los An-
gules, Bishap W, M, Roherts of Chl-
- tago, Mrs, Lillian B. Cofiey of Chi-
L enga andl Bizhop R. P. Williams of
Clevelunel. Ohijo.

The president, Ihe Rev. L. C.
Pape. wilt defiver the keynole nes-
shpe Sunday, Feb, 19, ‘The choir
with 51 vaices will furnh selections
for the ocrasion, Among the dele-
sales Jrom Los Angeles are Bishop
L. €. Pnge, Bishop Samucl Croweh,
Rev. L. hMeKenney, Rev, W. [, Tay-
lor, Rev, A Blake, Rev. A, B Reed,
Rev. J. A, Huoler, Rev. 1. &. Davla,
Mra. Reatha Merndon and others,
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Bishop Returns From Religious Convention

Los Angeles Sentinel (1934-); Jul 21, 1955; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Sentinel
pg. A7

BISHOP 2. C, PAGE

- Bishop L. C. Page pastor of he |
Antioch Evangelist Temple end
National DPresident of the Evan-
gelist Board of Churches of God
in Chrlst, returns {rom world-wide
pentacostal conveulion in Stock-
holm, Sweden.

His tour Included such rtops as
Yondon, Parls, Jeruselem, and
Carlo. The Antioch Evangelist
Temple end Evangelist district,
Suviting the public to attend a
welcome service for e bishop
on Sunday, July 24, at Antioch,
at 3 p. m.

There is a strenglh of quict en-
durance as sigoificant of ¢courage
as the most daring feats of prow-
(25N ‘Tuckerman
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Bishop Page Celebrates 72 Years of Preaching

Mounts, Barbara

Los A{ageles Sentinel (1934-); Feb 2, 1967; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Sentinel
pg. B

i .
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS
with Bishop Paar, From left: Rev. and Mrs. T. M, Cham-
ke, A, The'ma Page, Bishop Page, Cauncilman
ihomas Rradley, anail speaker; the Rev. Arthur A,
Pelera, gnd Fire Commisioner bHenci O'Bryant, Distine
mnithad queils are thown in fareground. '

HOSTESSES AND GUESTS honored venersble Bishop

L. €. Page of tha Page Temple Chuich of God in Christ,
Seturday night, In left photo at 1op are hostesses Daisy
Lyles, Susig Davis, Wanda Hareison. Eva Larry, Lurhoe
Murray, Albarta King, Queen Esther lenmings, .Lillian
Snowden, Eihel Hill, Zelma Edwards, Velen Mcore and
Lucille Willmore.

BISHOP PAGE'S PAMILY are napply pormg wmly the
honarer 1 back row from left: Wilkin Henny, Puneezs
Page Heney, Pauletis Page, Pat Page, wale af lous
Page, Joseph Page and Paul Page. Geated ffen 1A,
Chambers, Mrs, Thelma Page, Bishop Pane ansd Cotn-
cilman Thomas Bracdlley. Sengtinel pligios sy Hal Co
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Bishop Page Celebrates
12 Years of Preaching

By Barbara Mounin

Sheer joy wa3 wirrored
in the face of Bishop H. C.
Page as his congregation
and friends gathered in the
newly  decorated  banquet
hall of Page Temple (o hon-
nr him for T2 years of min-
isterial service,

The lovely crowd armved
ecarly, engoyed the dinner
and the program end lin-
gered afierward In offer
conzealulations  tn all of
the Paze family.

{lostesges dresend In (or
o) atnee ted  guests
awrd 1he Rierling Calorers,
2 choir memhers prwde apd
1oy, served the deleclable
meal m a moat elficient
manncr

CHRILPREN PRESENT

Bishap Page listenad cares
tully wiile a swrprise  re-
vording  on  tape  of his
clider Adauphters voices as
well as that of lis wile,
zive hizhhgins of his ca-
reor. All of hig voung chil-
dren were present,

His  aulobiography was

heard (rom the lips of Mrs.
Maude Dermis. 1L was writ-
ten beaulifully.
Conncilmau Thawmas
Bradley was the speaker for

the svening and gave buiel .

remarks abom thr respon-
sibilite nf Chmeiens and
The vele af minisiars ax
civie leaders. Fle lald of Lhe
programs [ov e commii-
mly goxl which are all 1on
noorly  supporled by the
commanuy and of 1he ti0-
mondous valie of Iollowang
a leader of vizion whin feae .
ra how 1o e of ane-elf
tee help athers o toud e
full paisntal
OPPORIENTY

He told of the p
of the clasing  of  aduli
achoal facibities w Jafler.
gon and Jardan aieaw be

RIS

canse people in The qiep o -

nol take Ml advantize al
lhe 0}'1p0|‘llll'llt_\’ tn imsrove
mintda and abhie:.
Sevenly-thvo veirs 84 a
minister, preaviing 1he goa.
pel of Christ is o veconi ol
which (ew ten cin boast,

But  (or yonthiul  Byshap

Page, who 1t seems ne vonhl
nol b okl enongzh tor thad
Litich of requrd, 0 was hike
a day’s wark. lle » alert,
and Tdled wath concern Sat-
urday for the camlor of
hig e ds He apabestiy D

lenedl as moembey. nld of
the marveluns wpaling dome.
WEems ow h e take
amiler wen coywlmes

i b cavs e

i amiy an

eyt [ore
10 Lt ot dasa] o wor.
tironsi

e how e I
ERT RS PTRR 1 T and
vowe b oz e ke 2
Trampet ovee Lo Sngeles
The vtier o wne 1nl-
dren, Bishap age was mine -
riod o L s wite for 5
yeavs aml alter bang wal
owed. he omarie | s pres-
eie owgle 28 vears aze Mo
Uus  won see o cinihdecn
were huorn,

HARD WOk

No story el 1he bangue!
would be complete withum
mentienmz e wondertul
welvome  given e guests
by et Hoomms el
of  Mater of Cerenneoe
Wi el Gdeentic be
I ;

[T

I e el

TR i zave eyl

.t BURATTNCTTY S
I 1 N

| DR TR R P T
fooa o [N

ANl

highiy.

All  af  the apsemblad
gaverz raveiverd a  hlessing
fram the Rishop as a parl-

g asane.



Last Rites For Bishop L. C. Page
VIRGIE W MURRAY Sentinel Religion Editor
Los Angeles Sentinel (1934-); Nov 6, 1980; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Sentinel

pg. Al

Last Rites
For Bishop

L. C. Page

By VIRGIE W. MURRAY
Senoart Relipwe Foawr

Funeral services for Bishop
L. Page. lounder.pastor of
the Greater Page Temple
Church of God in Christ, 2610
S. LaSalle. were held Sov 35,
al the church.

Bishop J.0, Pauterson. ut
Memphis Teon.. internauonal
bishop of the Church of God in
Chrish. delivered the enlogs

Accorling to Mes. Theima
Page. widow, “Bishop Page.
who was 84. Aug. 16, dred 2L
the Califarma Hespital, Oct
g

Biskop Page began preach-
ing at five yeary of age in knee
Paats. on & (ree Stemp io Mise
sissippi. He preached Irom
<ity 1o city. helding mectings.
When he moved to St. Louis,
Mg., be preached al the Rose
of Sharon Baptist Church. a

\Contioued on Page C-12}
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Funerol Held.. . .

1Continwed from Page A-1)
Iatge church and was heard by
two misskonavies,

The missionaties inviled
him w receive the “Baptism
of the Holy Ghost.” He re-
ceived it, sad Mrs. Page.
“ome morning in lhe bath-
room.” His ministry com-
tinued to spread. He was
saved and sanctitied and
joined the church under
Bishop B8.0. Boslick.

“"He later went to Memphis

and worked (o the early morn-
Ing peayer servive with Elder
S1. Samoel. After Elder
Samsel died, be wes made
leader of the prayer sevvice o
the cooveetioo.

"Bishop Mason mode him
international president of the
National Evangelistic Board
of the Chorch of God in Christ.
He toured the United States
and (orcign countries preach-

ing,” stated the widow.

She added, "“He moved ta
Liwe Rack, Ark., and apeaed
a revival meeting In a akating

ciok. Mony were saved, from
that he gpened the Center Mis.
sion. 1t became one of the
largest churches with & radlo
brondeast in ATk made

pald for the broadcasts.

“From there we moved to
Las Angeles In 1942, On July
4, we had a tent meeting at
Jefferson and San Pedro.

"We then went to 337 E.
Jefterson with the new
church. When we outgrew that
building we moved to 61h and

up of Black and White mem-
bers. Many of Ih¢ While mem-
bers were millionsires, whe

BISHOP PAGE
... buried

S1. Julian Sts., Bighop Page
later thought it was too com-
mercial, so we moved (o 35th

and Denker, and on to 2610 S.
LaSalle, where tve church is
now located,” contivued Mrs.
Page.

In addition (¢ his widow,
Bishop Page is survived by six
children, four grandchildren
and twa sisters.

Hareison and Ross
Moriuarjes were in charge of
arrangements with inlerment
in Lincody Cemetery.
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HISTORICAL TIMELINE

Select milestones at 2610 S. La Salle Avenue and Church of God in Christ

Compiled by M. Rosalind Sagara/L.A. Conservancy with Greater Page Temple Church of God in Christ

July 1,2024

1906

1907

1913

1914

1916

1927

1931

1933

Construction of subject building at 2610 S. La Salle Avenue for West Adams Methodist
Episcopal congregation begins.

Azusa Street Revival, a historic series of revival meetings led by black evangelist
William Seymour, begins in L.A.

African American minister and evangelist Charles H. Mason attends the Azusa Street
Revival in Los Angeles and is believed to have spoken in tongues. Upon his return to
Tennessee, he began teaching the Pentecostal Holiness message.

Charles H. Mason founded the Church of God in Christ (COGIC) in Memphis,
Tennessee.

Construction completed of subject building for the West Adams Methodist Episcopal
congregation.

Bishop Mason sends Overseer Eddie Robert Driver and his wife Mother Annie Driver to
Los Angeles to begin its ministry in Los Angeles. Los Angeles becomes the headquarters
of the Church of God in Christ’s Southern California First Jurisdiction, also referred to as
the “Jerusalem” of the Pentecostal Movement.

Saints Home Church of God in Christ at 1460 East 20™ Street is organized by Overseer
Driver. The church is the first COGIC in the State of California and West Coast. During
Overseer Driver’s first ten years of leadership, over 35 churches were organized across
California.

COGIC founder Bishop Mason appoints Elder L.C. Page to lead a new group of
evangelists within the COGIC in St. Louis, Missouri.

Bishop Samuel Martin Crouch Sr. appointed Overseer of California. The Southern
California First Jurisdiction experienced tremendous growth during his tenure. He was
known for building the Department of Home and Foreign Missions and for organizing
districts that were headed by superintendents, district missionaries, and co-workers.

Elder Page asked to organize and supervise a National Evangelist Board and soon
organizes meetings across the country.



1937

1943

1950

1952

1954

1955

1956

1960

1963

1964

The first meeting of COGIC’s National Evangelist Board takes place in Memphis,
Tennessee.

Bishop L.C. Page and wife Thelma travel to Los Angeles to lead a successful revival for
Reverend W.L. McKinney at 21* Street Temple. The Pages decide to stay in Los Angeles
and they establish Page Evangelist Temple soon after with a church membership of 33
people. They purchase a building at 337 E. Jefferson Boulevard.

Bishop Page’s congregation outgrows their building and they move to a larger building at
605 E. 8" Street. Bishop Page Evangelist Speaks, new COGIC monthly publication the
1950s, Bishop Page ran tent revivals throughout First Jurisdiction. During the 1950s,
Sunday prayer services of Page Evangelist Temple were broadcast weekly over the radio.
Church membership is estimated at 1000.

Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church purchases the building from West Adams Methodist
Episcopal Church.

Page Temple merges with Antioch Church of God in Christ at 1545 W. 35" Place.
Annual Negro History Week program features historical survey of Black music held at
Mt. Sinai. Church hosts Negro History Week planning meetings in subsequent years.

Bishop Page returns to Los Angeles from worldwide Pentecostal convention in Sweden,
which included stops in London, Paris, Jerusalem and Cairo

Five Elder members of Page Temple have started new COGIC churches of their own.

NAACP Los Angeles Chapter enrolls 500 people to its membership rolls at a
membership drive held at Mt. Sinai.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. visits Mt. Sinai, one of three stops in L.A. organized by the
Baptist Ministers Union and the Interdenominational Ministers Alliance. His address to
the attendees is titled “Going Forward by Going Backward,” calling upon U.S. leaders to
save the soul of America by returning to the principles of brotherhood and freedom of
which the county was founded.

National and International Evangelist Convention of COGIC held in Los Angeles with
Bishop Page, National President, presiding. Bishop Page purchases the subject building
later this year.

Greater Page Temple COGIC moves to subject building where it remains. Los Angeles
Sentinel’s Church Directory lists 16 COGIC churches in Los Angeles.



1968

1969

1972

1980

2000

2016

40th annual International Evangelists Convention of the Church of God in Christ held at
subject building.

State Workers Meeting of the Central California Jurisdiction of the Church of God in
Christ held at subject building.

COGIC’s Board of Evangelism became an official Department of Evangelism and
appoints Bishop L.C. Page its first National President.

Bishop L.C. Page passes away on October 29, 1980.
Lucius Page Jr. appointed pastor of the Greater Page Temple COGIC and serves until
2000.

Pastor Theodis Johnson appointed pastor of Greater Page Temple COGIC and serves
until 2016.

Pastor Dr. David E. Harris appointed pastor of Greater Page Temple COGIC
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VI. Historical Context Statement

CONTEXT: GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Theme: Religion and Spirituality, 1894-1912

Associated Property Types: Churches
Areas of Significance: Event (A/1/1)
Period of Significance: 1894-1912

The founding of traditional religious institutions and new spiritual movements coincided
with the growth of Los Angeles. Around the turn of the century, 231 Christian churches with
approximately 80,000 members were established. Protestant and evangelist sects maintained the
strongest presence in the city. Most early religious institutions were located downtown, and
subsequently followed their congregants as they set up residence in emerging pockets of the
city.”!

The West Adams Methodist Episcopal Church (now the Greater Page Temple Church of
God in Christ) was constructed in the Normandie 5 survey area at the corner of La Salle and
Adams in 1912-1913. The three-story church was designed by renowned Los Angeles architect
John C. Austin in the Gothic Revival style. (For a brief discussion of Austin’s career, see
associated Architects and Builders theme.) It served the neighborhood’s mostly white residents
until after WWII, when the population shifted to form a predominantly Africa American
community. (See Ethnic/Cultural and Gender Diversity theme for additional information on the
church.)

Eligibility Standards
A property is eligible within this context under Criterion Event (A/1/1) if it:

e Demonstrates an association with religious uses

e Was constructed within the period of significance

e Retains character defining features of its original architectural style

e Retains aspects of integrity that are necessary to convey its significance

Character-Defining Features

e Not applicable for this theme, since building types and styles will vary greatly

31 PCR Services Corporation. “Draft Intensive Historic Resources Survey of the Wilshire Center and Koreatown
Recovery Redevelopment Area.” May 2009, p. 89.

Community Redevelopment Agency Normandie 5
PCR Services Corporation October 2011
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VI. Historical Context Statement

Integrity Aspects
Required aspects of integrity include:

e Location

e Design

e Workmanship
e Feeling

Integrity Considerations

e Setting (surrounding buildings and land uses may have changed)
e Materials (some original materials may have been altered or removed)
e Association (original use may have changed)

Applicable CHR Status Codes

NRHP (3S): To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, the property:

e Demonstrates an association with significant religious uses

e Retains all aspects of integrity, unless they are not essential in conveying the
significance

e Warrants a CHR Status code of 3S

CRHR (3CS): To be eligible for the CRHR under Criterion 1, the property:

e Demonstrates an association with significant religious uses
e Retains required aspects of integrity
e Warrants a CHR status code of 3CS

LA (5S2): To be eligible under a local designation, the property:

e Demonstrates an association with significant religious uses
e Retains required aspects of integrity
e Warrants a CHR status code of 5S2

Community Redevelopment Agency Normandie 5
PCR Services Corporation October 2011
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VI. Historical Context Statement

CONTEXT: RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT, 1946-1960

Theme: Ethnic/Cultural and Gender Diversity

Associated Property Type: Religious Buildings Associated with African
American Culture

Areas of Significance: Event (A/1/1)
Period of Significance: 1946-1960

Beginning in the post-WWII period, the survey area began to diversify. White residents
began moving away from the city center as African American families moved in. Reflecting
nationwide trends, similar population transitions were occurring in many south Los Angeles
neighborhoods. The number African American residents in the survey area continued to increase
through the second half of the 20th century.

With the influx of new residents came new businesses and institutions to service the
black community. As author Doug Flamming wrote, “The three most potent of these institutions
were race papers, black churches and black businesses.” The businesses included stores of all
kinds, medical and dental offices, funeral homes, and financial institutions. The enterprises
attracted customers and congregants, stimulating the kind of street life that creates successful
neighborhood-based community. People came to shop, worship, debate, organize, and socialize.
Significantly, these institutions played a key role in fostering a sense of racial pride and identity.
They also demonstrated the importance of the black middle class, who ran these establishments
and served as community leaders. In many respects, these manifestations of black community
life reflected the outlooks and accomplishments of the black middle class.®

There are two extant resources in the Normandie 5 Survey Area which represent the
businesses and institutions about which Doug Flamming wrote: the Greater Page Temple Church
of God in Christ and the Golden State Mutual Building.

The Greater Page Temple Church of God in Christ is an extant religious building which
is historically connected to the survey area’s African American population after WWII. Located
at 2610 LaSalle Avenue, the two-story church was built in 1914 in the Gothic Revival style. It
was designed by renowned Los Angeles architect John C. Austin and originally known as the
West Adams Methodist Episcopal Church. (For a brief discussion of Austin’s career, see
associated Architects and Builders theme.) At its inception, the church served the mostly white
population in the survey area, as discussed previously. As the black population increased after

2 Grimes, Teresa, et al., "Historic Resources Associated with African Americans in Los Angeles,” Multiple
Property Documentation Form, National Register of Historic Places, 2009.
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WWII, the church transformed into the Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church and catered to
the new African American residents. Sometime after 1954, it became the Greater Page Temple
Church of God in Christ, according to Sanborn maps. Both Missionary Baptist Churches and
Churches of God in Christ are historically associated with African Americans.

Associated Property Type: Commercial Buildings Associated with African
American Culture

Areas of Significance: Event (A/1/1)
Period of Significance: 1946-1960

The Golden State Mutual Building, located at the intersection of Adams Boulevard and
Western Avenue, is an extant commercial building historically associated with the survey area’s
African American population.

It was designed in 1948 by acclaimed African
American architect Paul R. Williams. The six-story
building incorporates a mix of modern architectural
styles, including Late Moderne and Mid-century
Modern. (For a brief discussion of Williams’s career,
see associated architecture context.)

The aptly-named Golden State Mutual Building
housed the Golden State Mutual Life Insurance
Company. The company began in the early 1920s,
when William Nickerson, Norman Houston and George Beavers, Jr., partnered to operate a
California branch of the American Mutual Benefit Association, a black fraternal group based in
Texas that sold insurance policies. The men struck out on their own with the intention of
growing the company into a full-line black owned insurance company. Their goals were to hire
black workers and to grant home and business loans. Golden State received its state license in
1925. TIts first office space was a one-room office at located 1435 Central Avenue. The venture
was so successful that in 1928, it constructed a grand headquarters building at 4111 Central
Avenue. By 1930, just five years after its founding, the company was making $240,000
annually, employing 130 blacks in white-collar positions, and granting mortgage loans to black
home and business owners. It continued to grow during the Depression to become the largest
black-owned company in the West.*

3 Grimes, Teresa, et al., "Historic Resources Associated with African Americans in Los Angeles," Multiple
Property Documentation Form, National Register of Historic Places, 2009.
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The Golden State building at the corner of Adams and Western serves as an important
physical reminder of Golden State’s success and a representation of its prominence within the
black community of Los Angeles in the mid- century.

Eligibility Standards

Few examples from this theme are extant in the survey area. An individual building is
eligible within this theme under Criterion Event (A/1/1) if it:

e Was/Is the home of important black-owned businesses, professionals or institutions

e Was/Is located adjacent to established residential African American neighborhoods
Dates from the period of significance

e Was/Is historically used in a significant manner by the African American community

e Was constructed during the period of significance

e Buildings eligible under this criterion need not have been constructed by African
Americans; however, buildings constructed by African Americans are more important
than those that were not.

Character-defining Features
e Not applicable for this theme, since building types and styles will vary greatly
Integrity Aspects

e Not applicable for this theme, since building types and styles will vary greatly

e Location (historic location)

e Design (majority of character-defining features intact)

e Materials (some original materials may have been altered or removed; storefronts
may have been changed.)

e Workmanship (evidence of skilled workmanship should be present)

e Feeling (middle- to upper-class single family residence from around the turn of the
century)

Integrity Considerations

e Setting (surrounding buildings and land uses may have changed)

e Association (original use may have changed)

e Replacement of original wood framed windows with aluminum or vinyl frames but
within original openings
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e New exterior surface if the original is underneath
e Alteration of storefronts
e ADA alterations to commercial and religious properties

Applicable CHR Status Codes

NRHP (3S): To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, the property:

e Was/ls strongly, significantly associated with the commercial, professional and/or
cultural development of the African American community

e Retains all aspects of integrity, unless they are not essential in conveying the
significance

e Warrants a CHR Status code of 3S

CRHR (3CS): To be eligible for the CRHR under Criterion 1, the property:

e Was/ls strongly, significantly associated with the commercial, professional and/or
cultural development of the African American community

e Retains required aspects of integrity

e Warrants a CHR status code of 3CS

LA (552): To be eligible under a local designation, the property:

e Was/ls strongly, significantly associated with the commercial, professional and/or
cultural development of the African American community

e Retains required aspects of integrity

e Warrants a CHR status code of 5S2

CONTEXT: ARCHITECTURE, ENGINEERING AND DESIGNED LANDSCAPES,
1912-1913

Theme: Architects and Builders

Associated Property Types: Various, depending on architect’s body of work

Areas of Significance: Event (C/3/3)

Period of Significance: 1912-1913
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APPLICATION TO ALTER - REPAIR - DEMOLISH
AND FOR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY
= ClTY- OF LOS ANGELES DEPT. OF BUILDING AND SAFETY

I. LEGAL i LOT ' f BLKQ

TRACT * DIST. MAP  © -
t ® 54 - A - " _Wt, 06
2. BUIEDING ADDRESS | , APPROVED ZONE
2610 9 Salle Ave o
3. BETWEEN CROSS STREETS FIRE DIST.
Adams - AND 27th .8t T 76/90
4. PRESENT USE OF BUILDING [NEW USE OF BUILDING INSIDE |
Church Church KEY
5 OWNER PHONE COR, LOT ~
He B Gharles REV, COR.
€. OWNER'S ADDRESS P.0. 70NE SiZ
‘ - 1 NS ¢ ] : -IﬁIO iega1
7. CERT, ARCH, , STATE LIGENSE ~_ PHONE
®. LIC. ENGR, STATE LICENSE ~ PHONE REAR ALLGY
) |" SIDE ALLEY
9. CONTRACGTOR STATE LICENSE ~ PHONE 1 BLDG. LINE
Ouner
10, CONTRACTOR'S ADDRESS P.0. ZONE AFFIDAVITS
Sane

11} SIZE OF EXISTING BLDG, | STORIES |HEIGHT NO. OF EXISTING BUILDINGS ON LOT AND USE BLDG. AREA

12) WATERIAL [ Woob [ METAL [ CONC. BLOGK |ROOF. [ Woob [J STeeL |RODFING SPRINKLERS
 EXT.WALLS: [ stucco [ BRId ['_-1 CONCRETE  JCONST. 5 conc. El OTHER Sract

SBECIFI.ED

DISTRICT OF FICE
VALIUATION

2610 S. La Salle Ave, ' Lol
AGR2¢ APR--951 19600 L' 2 C8

"""b m BR--951 19601

C. OF 0.
ISSUED

INSPECTOR "P.C.
>3 00
13. VALUATION: TO INCLUDE ALL FIXED DWELL.
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED TO OPERATE s UNITS
AND USE PROPOSED BUILDING. 1500, 00

3.00
¢t—-—1C8 1.50

T4, SIZE OF ADDITION STORIES HEIGHT wxw xo AP .. 292’5,2';“
& N{Zee
15. NEW WORK:  EXJ. WALLS ROOFING m "GHEGKED GUEST

¢ . N R . o ROOMS
NAaNge " svi= ) of> nned

. ) 'i FILE WITH
& plumbing
) certify that in doing the work authorized -hereby | will not l, CONT, INSP.

employ any person in violation of the Labor Code of the State
of Callfornla relatin to workmen compensation insurance, | pL ‘ @w
i’ ON APPROVED

P (70 AN e
Ko Proptrly Valid d is a Fermit to Do
o L P ’
] ‘ ' . 1. Applicant to Complete Numbdéi d items Only.
Form B-3 INSTRUCTIONS: o Plot Plan Roquind on Back of Origlul y

SIGN E"
This Form

the Work Deoscribed,

- " . PP Vp—" PR R p—— A p— . o m‘_—__ . p—. P R |
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APPLICATION TO ALTER - REPAIR - DEMOLISH ¥orm B-3

AND. FOR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DEPT. OF BUILDING AND SAFETY

. L. Applicant te Cemplets Numbered items Only,
INSTRUCTIONS: 2. Plot Plan Required en Back of Original,

3

1. LEGAL [LOT BLK. ADDRESS APPROVED
DESCR, - "ﬁharles Victor Hull s

2. BUILDING ADDRESS DIST, MAP 9
1870 West Adams Beoulevard ~

3. BEIWEEN CROSS STREETS ZONE -
Adams Blvd, AND 27th Street £

A, PRESENT USE OF BUILDING NEW USE OF BUILDING FIRE DIST. g
Church Same -

~T % OWNER'S NAME BRONE INSIDE r 4
Mt. Sinal Baptist Church Rev. Charles | .. >

~ OWNER'S, ADORESS P. 0, ZONE COR. LOT <
6. %610 Seuth La Salle Avenue v coR &
~ 7. CERTUARCH. ——  STATE LICENSE  PHONE LOT SIZE ‘5_‘-
§. LIC. ENGR, STATE LICENSE PHONE %

:

9., CONTRAGIQR AJE LJCENSE _ _PH REAR ALLEY

Williams Waterproofing ﬁéﬁolif) CL 8191 SIDE ALLEY ’

\ CONTRACTOR'S ADDRESS ZONE 8LDG. LINE !

3107 Fletcher Drive L, A 65
11, SIZE OF EXISTING BLDG. NO. OF EXISTING BUILDINGS ON LOT AND USE| BLDG. AREA ‘
gOY x 140%) 2 | 409 1 Church Building

1870 West Adams Boulevard mmﬂ‘fjﬁ

12. MATERIAL [X WOOD {7} METAL [T] CONC. BLOCK| ROOF WOOU [T .STEREL

EXT. WALLS: [T} STUCCO [5f BRICK {] COMCRETE | CONST. D CONC. D OTHER

13, VALUATION: TO INCLUDE ALL FIXED

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED 70 OPERA
D LoE PROBOSED BUILDING V= 4,000,00

W STORIES REIGHT i _KW
15. NEW WORK: | EXT, WALLS RODFING DWELL.
{Describe) &\ UNITS

Parapet wall correction on towe F‘l(ﬁw SPACES
and over exits & exitways areund! \ 0§

[ certify that in doing the work authorized hereby 1 will not \Q" gggﬁg

employfany pers‘on in violation of the_Labor Code of the State
of California refating to_workmen's, compensation-insurance, v;r B T

S, APFLACATION APPROVE A . S
CONT. INSP.
B.P.

18,04 [°% [|¢°

00134 (-~ 2C8S

4 SPRINKLERS
REQ'D.
WJSPECIFIED

- AFFIDAVITS

’

TOS TYIILIND

Signed

This Form
the Work Desctri

BN - i I N i

—_— JAN-Z 62

m*f.A‘""‘““"
e 5 2 62 00135 C—~1C8 18.00

DEPESAPFRENRESATAS ARSIt nuR TSR OY 'oCo N.o-—_nm-m.u GRADING wodom C‘“'. SO'L“mm CONSO D 0aem A0 40 - S A

-y- e e e L S

J?l Propcrly Validated is a Permit to Do

INSPECTOR

u;msa's USE ONLY
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APPLICATION TO ALTER - REPAIR - DEMOLISH orm B-3

. ./ N XL
AND. FOR CERTIFICATE OF OCC >
CITY OF LOS ANGELES OF OCCUPANCY DEPY. UILDING AND SAFETY

. 1. Applicant te Complats Numbered lhms nl ,
""5'"‘“""°"’ 2. Plot Plan Required sn Back of Original,

g4 4 | Charles Vistor Hall| OPRESS APPROED

f?- 2

Fll JST. -

1. LEGAL | LOT7

DESCR, 1’2’3,

BUILDING ADDRESS

2610 La Salle Avenue

BETWEEN CROSS STREETS
ton AND Harvard

PRESENT USE OF BUILDING

WAl E CF

. OWNER'S NAME

Rev. H. H. Chaxrles
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s APPLICATION FOR INS?EGTIOH OF SIGNS B &S B-5—R 1.8
CITY OF LOS ANGELES PUBLIC RECORD  ° perr. oF BUILDING AND SAFETY

INSTRUCTIONS: 1. Applicant to Complete Numbered ltems Only. 2. Plot Plan Rlud on Back of Original.
1. |LOT BLOCK | TRACT g%gl;?é%

LEGAL bomt of 1 4 Cha's Victor Hall"® 8

2. TYPE:OF SIGN OR NEW WOE Y COMMERCIAL } 20 ~1-0
{ P;’ Roof &/V c2

3. JOB ADDRESS Fl T.
2610 S. La Salle Ave. WS

[] RESIDENTIAL

2. BETWEEN CROSS STREETS AND I K [T
27th St. Adams B] * _ |
E. OWNER'S NAME PHONE LO% 5;52150 '
&, OWNER'S ADDRESS — CITY ZIP
gaije
7. ARCHITECT OR ENGINEER 505, LiC. NO.  ACTIVE STATE LIC. NO.  PHONE AL?Y
3. ARCHITECT OR ENGINEER ADDRESS CITY Z1p BLDQ, LINE
5. QUALIFIED INSTALLER BUS. LG, NO.  ACTIVE STATE LIC. ~06 gu% AFFIDAVITS
"l . 6 o 00 — e Y
hl" ee - 38 Ny N4 9 £g s ,
30. LLER'S ADDRESS -
J68 Crocker St. LA 00013
77 SiZE OF EXISTING BUIDING | TYPE STORIES | EXT. WALL CONST. |ROOF CONST.
WIDTH LENGTH

1 QF._SIGN T TOTAL GOP EA | OVEBALL FROM GRADE | FRQM ROOF | HIGHWAY DED.

PR AL 5| T IR0 »> s
STREET GUIDE | DIST. OFFICE

BRI S. La Salle Ave.,  STREET GUIBE | PTA

A. VALUATION TO INCLUDE ALL FIXED EQUIPMENT | GRADING
! REQUIRED TO OPERATE AND USE PROPOSED SIGN $ ;’ 9 0 -

15. MATERIAL OF SIGN SUPPORTING FRAME C £ SURFACE OF SIGN | CONS.

1 e DF élG"bO NEW gpjlé A/ [):SINGLE FACE ¥ DOUBLE FACE | ZONED BY

Anderson
7. ILCUMINATIO ] FLASHING  [] OTHER FREEWAY GLEARANCE
1 NONE 28 A¥BAAL “RCEXTERNAL |[J REVOLVING ‘HUNONE

—OF SIGNS OR TR0, OF ADDITIONAL ‘NO. OF CONTROL ,.
7 A

DEVICES

APPROVALS REQUIRED| fy, y 12,
SIGNS/G. T, SYSTEMS|  ~-p==" ii;v “ ;-." |i

ADDITIONAL CIRCUITS .ﬂﬂ |
« ELECTRICAL SERVICE m EWRY SURVEY [J ij

« CONTROL DEVICES TadscicSERT. OO
<« ISSUING FEE Ha4lvEE.

-« BLDG. PERMIT

P.C.

S.P.C. G.P.1. y ¢
« [ NLs
R
< NO. INSPECTOR

<« /AN CHECK EXPIRES ONE YEAR AFTER FEE 1S PAID. PERMIT
TWO YEARS AFTER OR 180 DAYS IF WORK IS NOT BEGUN.

DECLARATIONS AMD CERTIFICATIONS
LICENSED CONTRACTORS DECLARATION

19. | hereby affirm that § am licenssd under the provisions of Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 7000) of Division 3 of the
Business and Professions Code, and my license is in full force and sffect. ” f ;‘;
¥ o PR 7 Ol

nm__?f:&'ﬁ’é:_ Lic. Cinsa = Lic. No. ... . Contractor's Signature
Contractor's Mailing Address Bt (s S S L) G TS

" OWNER-BUILDER DECLARATION

20. 1 hereby affirm that { am exempt from the Contractor's License Law for the following reason (Sec. 7031.5, Business and
Professiona Code: Any city or county which requires a permit to construct, aitar, improve, demolish, or repair any structure,
orior to its issuance, also requires the applicant for such parmil to file & gigned statement that he is licensad pursuant to the

orovisions of the Contractor's License Law (Chapter 8 {commencing with Section 70500? of Division 3 of the Business and Pro-
{sssions Code) or that he is exempt therefrom and the basis for the alleged wxemption. Any violation of Section 7031.5 by
any applicant for a permit subjects the appiicant to a civil penally of not more than five hundred dollars ($500). ):

{3 1, as owner of the properly, or my employaes with wages as their sole compensation, will do the work, and the structure
'a Tiot intanded or offarad for sals (Sec. 7044, Business and Professions Code: The Contractor's License Law does not apply

to an owner of property who builds or improves thereon, and who does such work himself or through hia own empioyees,
provided that such improvements are not intended or offered for sale. If, howaver, the bundln? or improvement is sold within
one yaar of completion, the owner-builder will have the burden of proving that he did not build or improve for the .purposs

of sale.).

{11, as owner of the property. am exciusively contracting with licensed contractors to construct the pro{ic; {Sec. 7044,
Business and Professions Cods: The Contractor's Licenss Law doss not apply to an owner of properly who builds or improves
thereon, and who contracts for such prolects with a contractor(s) licensed pursuant to the Contractor's License Law.).

[ | am exempt under Sec. B. & P. C. for this reaso
Dale : Owner's Signature

: WORKERS' COMPENSATION DECLARATION
21. | hereby affirm that | have a certificate of consent to seif-insuge, or & certificatp. of Worker's Compensation Insurance, or
s certifiad copy thersof (Sec. 3800, Lab. C.).

Policy No. Company ’ s "9'%

[ Certified copy 18 hereby ‘furnished. 2

{3 Certified, copy is filed with the Los Angeies City Dept. of Bidg. & Safely. ¢ ,r."’ c-C(_\
Date Applicgnt oL L S /& <9 *
Applicant’s’ Mailing Addreas "' 2 CRas R -l .-~ <2t /

CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION FROM WORKERS' COMPENSATION INSURANCE

22, | csrtify that In the performance of the work for which this permit is issued, | shall not employ sny person in any manner
g0 as to become subject to the Workers' Compensation Laws of Calllornia.

Date Applicant :

NOTICE TO APPLICANT: If, after making this Certificate of Exemption, you thouid become subject to the Workera' Com-
pensation provisions of the Labor Code, you must forthwith comply with such provisions or this permit shall be deemed

revoked.
CONSTRUCTION LENDING AGENCY

23. t hereby affirm that there is a construction lending sgency f{of the performance of the work for which this permit s [ssued
(Sec. 3037, Civ. C.).

Lender’s Name

Lender's Address a .

24. | certify that | have read this application and state that the above information is correct. 1 agree to comply with ail cily
and county ordinances and state laws refating to building construction, and hereby authorizs reprossntatives of this city 1o
enter upon the above-mentioned property for inspaction purposes.

| realize that this parmit is an application lor inspection, that it does not approve or authorize the wark specilied hsrain,
t::;eiltegotf:r n.c:,tyagth%iza or g:lnmtt anyl violation oIr faﬂuig to ;:om;;(ly with any applicab‘!‘o"h;r. that noii?crftho city of Loa
oard, dépariment, oMicer or employas thereof make any warranty or shall be responsible for the perform-

ance or results af any wark desg b/g herain or the condition of the . - h

progecty saoil upon which such work is performed.
{(dee Bec 91.0203 LAMC "'M
 ofore S, Tl A

Signed AN A 77/ 70 ]
(Gwnet or agent having properly owner's consent) Posltion Date

Yes No

FILED WITH
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Main (west) facade and tower facing northeast, 2022. Main (west) facade and entrance facing southeast, 2022.
Photo by Lindsay Mulcahy/L.A. Conservancy. Photo by Lindsay Mulcahy/L.A. Conservancy.



South elevation facing north, 2022. East elevation facing northwest, 2022.
Photo by Andrea Mauk. Photo by Andrea Mauk.



Cornerstone, facing southeast, 2022. Time capsule, facing east, 2022. Photo by Lindsay
Photo by Lindsay Mulcahy/L.A. Conservancy. Mulcahy/L.A. Conservancy.



Main sanctuary and tracery window, facing north, 2022.
Photos by M. Rosalind Sagara/L.A. Conservancy.



Main sanctuary and barrel-vaulted ceiling, facing north, 2022.
Photos by Lindsay Mulcahy/L.A. Conservancy.



Fellowship hall secondary entrance, facing south. Second story classroom.
Photo by Lindsay Mulcahy/L.A. Conservancy. Photo by Lindsay Mulcahy/L.A. Conservancy.



Fellowship hall, first and second level, 2022.
Photo by Lindsay Mulcahy/L.A. Conservancy.



Main staircase to second floor, 2022.
Photo by Lindsay Mulcahy/L.A. Conservancy.



Secondary entrance to main sanctuary, view east, 2022. Entrance off of main sanctuary, view west, 2022.
Photo by Lindsay Mulcahy/L.A. Conservancy. Photo by Lindsay Mulcahy/L.A. Conservancy.



Hall of memories.
Photos by Lindsay Mulcahy/L.A. Conservancy.



Detail of Sanborn map showing subject building, 1907 (Vol. 6, Sheet 629).
Source: Library of Congress and Los Angeles Public Library.



wu..wﬂw-#\‘al\'\-l--'l.

(Vol.

1922
Source: Library of Congress and Los Angeles Public Library.

m929

).

Right: Subject building, July 1922. Source: University of Southern California
and California Historical Society, https://doi.org/10.25549/chs-

Left: Detail of Sanborn map showing expanded subject building,

6, Sheet 602
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Left: Sanborn map showing subject building, 1954. Source:
Library of Congress and Los Angeles Public Library.

Right:: Reverend H.B. Charles (center) with youth
pastors Charlie B. Greene (left) and Frederick K.C.
Price (right) in front of subject building, n.d. Source:
H.B. Charles Jr. Facebook page.



Subject building on La Salle and Adams, Los Angeles, 1963. Source: Charles Williams, California State University, Northridge, “Tom and Ethel Bradley Center
Photographs,” https://digital-collections.csun.edu/digital/collection/Bradley/id/9308



(L): Speaker at podium at the Mt. Sinai Baptist Church event hosted by 10™" Council recall meeting, 1961. Photo by Charles Williams. Source: California State University,
Northridge, https://digital-collections.csun.edu/digital/collection/Bradley/id/10879. (R): Attendees seated at the 10™" Council Recall meeting at Mt. Sinai Baptist Church, 1961.
Source: California State University, Northridge, “Tom and Ethel Bradley Center Photographs,” https://digital-collections.csun.edu/digital/collection/Bradley/id/10761.



Greater Page Temple Dedication Program, 1964. Source: Greater Page Temple archives.



Event at Greater Page Temple’s Fellowship Hall, n.d., Source: Greater Page Temple archives.



Left: From Tent to Temple, 50" Anniversary Celebration Booklet. 1993. Greater Page Temple archives. Right: Installation of Bishop L.C. Page as the head of the
Church of God in Christ’s Department of Evangelism, 1977. Source: COGIC Department of Evangelism Facebook page.



Bishop L.C. Page’s first assignment as pastor was at 18 years of
age. Source: Facebook The COGIC History Page
https://www.facebook.com/groups/407157769825687/search
/?0=bishop%20page%2C%2018%20years.

Bishop L.C. Page was recognized for his many years of
dedicated service leading the International Evangelist
Dept. Source: Greater Page Temple archives.
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A parade of brides shows up at the church to marry Buster Keaton’s
character in the 1925 film, Seven Chances.

https://www.silentlocations.com/2016/12/15/buster-keaton-=seven-cha
nces-and-warren-beatty/

Harry Langdon stands outside the church entrance on LaSalle Avenue, ca
1925 for a scene of the Mack Sennett short comedy, His Marriage Wow.
https;//www.silentlocations.com
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Top left: In the film, Bulworth, (1998) Warren Beatty plays a California senator who chastises an African American congregation, asking them to realize that
neither political party serves their community. Source: https://www.silentlocations.com/2016/12/15/buster-keaton-=seven-chances-and-warren-beatty/ .
Top right: Amazon Originals production, Bosch, Chapter 8 - “High-Low” (2015) - Irving meets Reverend Ott.
Source:http://m.imbd.com/title/tt4177278/locations;

Bottom two images from music video production of the song, “When Words Are Few,” (2017) from the album, Bible of Love,
performed by Snoop Dogg and B Slade (formerly Tonex). The aloum was the BET Best Gospel Album of 2019,

Sources: https://thegrio.com/2018/02/03/snoop-dogg-release-gospel-album-bible-love/amp/; https://m.imbd.com/title/tt10090606/
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PROPERTY ADDRESSES

1864 W ADAMS BLVD
2610 S LA SALLE AVE

ZIP CODES
90018

RECENT ACTIVITY
ADM-2024-3686-CPIOC

CASE NUMBERS
CPC-2008-1552-CPU
CPC-2004-2391-ICO
CPC-1990-346-CA
CPC-1986-603-GPC
CPC-1986-447-GPC
CPC-1983-506

City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

5/13/2025

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT

Address/Legal Information
PIN Number

Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated)
Thomas Brothers Grid

Assessor Parcel No. (APN)
Tract

Map Reference

Block

Lot

Arb (Lot Cut Reference)
Map Sheet

Jurisdictional Information
Community Plan Area
Area Planning Commission
Neighborhood Council
Council District

123B193 624
7,066.1 (sq ft)

PAGE 633 - GRID J6
PAGE 633 - GRID J7
5053020034

CHA'S VICTOR HALL TRACT
M R 26-65

4

FR1

None

123B193

South Los Angeles

South Los Angeles APC
Empowerment Congress North
CD 8 - Marqueece Harris-Dawson

CPC-12641 Census Tract # 2222.00000000

ORD-188312 LADBS District Office Los Angeles Metro

ORD-185927 Permitting and Zoning Compliance Information

ORD-185926-SA1770 Administrative Review None

ORD-176589 Planning and Zoning Information

ORD-171682 Special Notes None

ORD-171681 Zoning C2-1VL-O-CPIO

ORD-167121-SA914 Zoning Information (ZI) Z1-2498 Local Emergency Temporary Regulations - Time Limits and
ORD-162128 Parking Relief - LAMC 16.02.1

ORD-121727 ZI-2535 Prior Housing Element Sites - Ministerial Approval

ZI-1231 Specific Plan: South Los Angeles Alcohol Sales

ZI-2512 Housing Element Sites

ZI-2484 Community Plan Implementation Overlay: South Los Angeles
ZI-2452 Transit Priority Area in the City of Los Angeles

ZI-2374 State Enterprise Zone: Los Angeles

ENV-2008-1781-EIR
ENV-2004-2409-CE-ICO

ZI-2517 Al Fresco Ordinance within Planning Overlay and/or the
Coastal Zone (Ordinance 188073)

General Plan Land Use Neighborhood Commercial

General Plan Note(s) Yes
Minimum Density Requirement Yes (Citywide)
Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No
Specific Plan Area SOUTH LOS ANGELES ALCOHOL SALES
Subarea None
Special Land Use / Zoning None
Historic Preservation Review No
HistoricPlacesLA No
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None
Other Historic Designations None
Mills Act Contract None
CDO: Community Design Overlay None

CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay South Los Angeles

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | planning.lacity.gov



Subarea

CPIO Historic Preservation Review
CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up
HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation
NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay
POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts

RBP: Restaurant Beverage Program Eligible
Area

ASP: Alcohol Sales Program

RFA: Residential Floor Area District
RIO: River Implementation Overlay
SN: Sign District

AB 2334: Low Vehicle Travel Area

AB 2097: Within a half mile of a Major Transit
Stop

Streetscape

Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area

Affordable Housing Linkage Fee
Residential Market Area
Non-Residential Market Area

Inclusionary Housing

Local Affordable Housing Incentive

Targeted Planting

Special Lot Line

Transit Oriented Communities (TOC)

Mixed Income Incentive Programs
Transit Oriented Incentive Area (TOIA)
Opportunity Corridors Incentive Area
Corridor Transition Incentive Area

TCAC Opportunity Area

High Quality Transit Corridor (within 1/2 mile)

ED 1 Eligibility

RPA: Redevelopment Project Area

Central City Parking

Downtown Parking

Building Line

500 Ft School Zone

500 Ft Park Zone

Zanja System 1 Mile Buffer

Assessor Information

Assessor Parcel No. (APN)

Ownership (Assessor)
Owner1
Address

Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

Owner
Address

Owner
Address

Owner
Address

APN Area (Co. Public Works)*

Neigborhood-Serving Corridor
No

None

No

No

None

None

No
None
No
No
Yes
Yes

No
None

Low
Low
No
No
No
No
Tier 2

1

Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Low

Yes
Review Eligibility
None

No

No

15

None
None

No

5053020034

GREATER PAGE TEMPLE OF GOD IN CHRIST

2610 S LA SALLE AVE
LOS ANGELES CA 90018

GREATER PAGE TEMPLE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST

2610 S. LA SALLE AV
LOS ANGELES CA 90018

GREATER PAGE TEMPLE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST

2610 S. LA SALLE AVE
LOS ANGELES CA 90018

GREATER PAGE TEMPLE OF GOD IN CHRIST

2610 S LA SALLE AVE
LOS ANGELES CA 90018

0.595 (ac)

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | planning.lacity.gov



Use Code

7100 - Institutional - Church - One Story

Assessed Land Val. $149,974
Assessed Improvement Val. $153,695
Last Owner Change 05/29/2020
Last Sale Amount $0
Tax Rate Area 312
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 1768827
0581810
Building 1
Year Built 1914
Building Class CX
Number of Units 0
Number of Bedrooms 0
Number of Bathrooms 0

Building Square Footage

9,651.0 (sq ft)

Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3
Building 4 No data for building 4
Building 5 No data for building 5

Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO)
Additional Information

No [APN: 5053020034]

Airport Hazard None
Coastal Zone None
Coastal Bluff Potential No
Canyon Bluff Potential No
Farmland Area Not Mapped
Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No
Fire District No. 1 No
Flood Zone 500 Yr
Watercourse No
Methane Hazard Site Methane Zone
High Wind Velocity Areas No
Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A- No
13372)
Wells None
Sea Level Rise Area No
Oil Well Adjacency No
Environmental
Santa Monica Mountains Zone No
Biological Resource Potential None
Mountain Lion Potential None
Monarch Butterfly Potential No
Seismic Hazards
Active Fault Near-Source Zone

Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 2.17105992

Nearest Fault (Name)

Puente Hills Blind Thrust

Region Los Angeles Blind Thrusts

Fault Type B

Slip Rate (mm/year) 0.70000000

Slip Geometry Reverse

Slip Type Moderately / Poorly Constrained
Down Dip Width (km) 19.00000000

Rupture Top 5.00000000

Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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Dip Angle (degrees)

25.00000000

Maximum Magnitude 7.10000000
Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No
Landslide No
Liquefaction No
Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area None
Tsunami Hazard Area No
Economic Development Areas
Business Improvement District None
Hubzone None
Jobs and Economic Development Incentive None
Zone (JEDI)

Opportunity Zone No
Promise Zone None

State Enterprise Zone
Housing
Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO)

LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

No [APN: 5053020034]

Ellis Act Property No
Just Cause For Eviction Ordinance (JCO) No
Housing Crisis Act Replacement Review Yes
Housing Element Sites
HE Replacement Required Yes
SB 166 Units 0.12 Units, Lower
Housing Use within Prior 5 Years No
Public Safety
Police Information
Bureau South
Division / Station Southwest
Reporting District 326
Fire Information
Bureau Central
Battallion 11
District / Fire Station 26
Red Flag Restricted Parking No
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.
Case Number: CPC-2008-1552-CPU

Required Action(s): CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Project Descriptions(s): SOUTH LOS ANGELES NEW COMMUNITY PLAN PROGRAM
Case Number: CPC-2004-2391-ICO

Required Action(s): ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

Project Descriptions(s): INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE/ AUTOMOTIVE RELATED USES
Case Number: CPC-1990-346-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): AMENDMENT TO THE L.A.M.C. TO - DRAFT AN ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT THE GRANTING OF A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
FOR THE OFF-SITE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES (LOURDES GREEN/KAREN HOO)\

Case Number: CPC-1986-603-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s): GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY PROGRAM

Case Number: CPC-1986-447-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s): PLAN AND ZONE CONSISTENCY - SOUTH CENTRAL LOS ANGELES (HERB GLASCOW)
Case Number: CPC-1983-506

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): SPECIFIC PLN ORD FOR INTERIM CONDITIONAL USE APPRVL FOR ESTABLISHMENTS FOR THE SALE OF ALCOHOL WHICH
ARE GENERALLY LOCATED INTHE SOUTH CENTRAL AREA OF THE CITY

Case Number: ENV-2008-1781-EIR

Required Action(s): EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): SOUTH LOS ANGELES NEW COMMUNITY PLAN PROGRAM
Case Number: ENV-2004-2409-CE-ICO

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE
Project Descriptions(s): INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE/ AUTOMOTIVE RELATED USES

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
CPC-12641
ORD-188312
ORD-185927
ORD-185926-SA1770
ORD-176589
ORD-171682
ORD-171681
ORD-167121-SA914
ORD-162128
ORD-121727

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | planning.lacity.gov



City of Los Angeles
ZIMAS INTRANET LARIAC6 2020 Color-Ortho 05/13/2025 Department of City Planning

Address: 1864 W ADAMS BLVD Tract: CHA'S VICTOR HALL TRACT  Zoning: C2-1VL-O-CPIO
APN: 5053020034 Block: 4

PIN #: 123B193 624 Lot: FR 1
Arb: None

General Plan: Neighborhood Commercial



