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North Area Development Council, 
August 4, 2020 
PO Box 18769 
Los Angeles, CA 90018 
 
To the Board and all relevant stakeholders with the North Area Neighborhood Development Council, 
 
Foremost, thank you for reading and considering my application for the vacant USC Community 
Interest position. My name is Christopher Perez, and I’m currently a 3rd year undergraduate at the 
University of Southern California, studying Political Science and Law and Public Policy. 
 
To begin, my decision to pursue higher education has been largely influenced by my desire to work in 
the community. Growing up in the nearby Westlake-MacArthur Park neighborhood, I became aware of 
the harmful systems of poverty and discrimination, and more significantly, the importance of local 
governance in uplifting communities color. As such, I became invested with institutional organizing, as I 
saw its value in advancing equity, diversity, and inclusion. 
 
Notably, these ideals, drive my motivation in applying for this committee position, as I strongly believe 
this Council has a meaningful role in connecting with USC students and community members in the 
surrounding neighborhood. 
 
Furthermore, I’d like to turn to my past experiences which exemplify my passion for politics and 
community organizing. Certainly, the skillsets from these political and community-oriented endeavors 
bring tremendous benefit to the North Area Neighborhood Development Council.  
 
For one, I’ve spent the past year working in the Government and Public Affairs department of the 
Building Owners and Managers Association of Greater Los Angeles, where I became accustomed to 
the nuances of local politics. In particular, I was forced to navigate relevant legal texts, ordinances, and 
development projects that emanated from Los Angeles County, City, and other zones in the Greater 
Los Angeles area. In the same fashion, I’d be able bring this expertise to NANDC, where I’d be able to 
assess complicated policy issues through rigorous research and objective analysis. 
 
Moreover, my tenure at the Undergraduate Student Government at USC has afforded me the 
opportunity to get connected with many community leaders in pursuing diversity-related initiatives. As 
Director of their External and Community Affairs branch, I’ve managed projects ranging from 
broadening access to Cal Fresh, increasing support for underserved youth in our local neighborhood, 
and relevant responses to the recent novel coronavirus outbreak.  
 
In pursuing these projects, I’ve formed strong relationships with a myriad of USC administrators, 
stakeholders, student leaders, and other local organizations – relationships that will certainly prove vital 
in advancing the mission of NANDC and its advocacy initiatives.  
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In closing, I hope this letter communicates the qualities that position me as an ideal candidate as USC 
Representative for NANDC. Specifically, I have a political historical necessary for navigating relevant 
governing documents, development plans and motions, an organizing experience critical for robust 
policy analysis, and the passion to service a diverse constituent base. 
 
If accepted and appointed, I proudly assume all responsibilities and requirements related to the 
position. 
 
 

          With warm regards, 
 

 


