
To the Governing Board of the North Area Neighborhood Development Council -  
 
My name is Stephanie Brendel and I am writing this letter to declare my candidacy for the 
vacant seat of USC Community Interest Representative. 
 
I am an incoming senior at USC, where I am studying Cinema & Media Studies and 
Communication as a double major. I spent my first three years living within NANDC boundaries, 
where I fell in love with the vibrant history and character of South Central. Throughout my time 
as a stakeholder in our community, I have become attuned to and passionate about the 
concerns of both my university and my neighborhood. 
 
At USC we speak often of the “bubble,” in which students live with limited contact and affinity for 
our district’s permanent residents. I have witnessed firsthand the tension between these two 
populations in the form of disruptive student housing developments, and the expansion of 
USC’s Department of Public Safety, among other things. This tension is magnified by COVID-19 
and the resurgence of Black Lives Matter, as discussions of housing insecurity and racial 
injustice have been pushed to the forefront. The existing discourse between DPS and NANDC 
is inspiring. I hope to add my voice as a student to these discussions. 
 
This summer, I began work as a community organizer in different neighborhoods in West LA, 
mobilizing volunteers to advocate for housing development, equity, and sustainability in their 
communities. I also serve on the Leadership Council of the Peer Health Exchange USC chapter. 
We volunteer weekly in six high schools across South LA and educate students on making 
informed decisions about their health. As a leader I recruit new USC students to the 
organization and train them as educators. 
 
I know how to push my fellow Angelenos to become informed and caring citizens. I know how to 
activate students in our community, both in and out of USC. There are abundant opportunities 
for USC community members to become agents of positive change, be it through increased 
patronage of local businesses, donating time and funds to community initiatives, or voting in 
local elections. 
 
By representing USC, I will utilize my skills and passion to strengthen the relationship between 
the university and the surrounding community, bringing everyone to the table. If selected I 
intend to serve my designated term of at least two years, and fulfill all responsibilities of the 
position, guided by my values of community building and equity. 
 
I am grateful for the opportunity to offer my candidacy to the council. Thank you for your time 
and consideration. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Stephanie Brendel 


