
The annual Neighborhood Council (NC) Budget 
day will be held Saturday, June 
27, 2015, in the City Council 
room at Los Angeles City Hall, 
200 N. Spring Street.  Doors 
will open at 
7:30 am, with 
registration 
and 
breakfast.  If 
your NC has 
not yet 
appointed 2 

Budget Representatives to attend 
this important event, please add 
Budget Representative selection 
to your next agenda.  The event is 

open to the public; there is no 
charge to attend. 
    Presentations by City 
officials, including Mayor 
Garcetti, Council President 
Herb Wesson, Deputy Mayor 
Rick Cole, Controller Ron 
Galperin, Council member Paul 
Krekorian, CAO Miguel 
Santana, and the Board of 
Neighborhood Commissioners, 
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Los Angeles Mayor 
Eric Garcetti 

among others, will be made.  The 
2015 Budget Advocate White Paper, 
presented to Mayor Garcetti and the 
City Council Budget and Financial 
Committee, will also be discussed.  
After the plenary session, your 
appointed Budget 
Representatives 
will elect the 2015
-2016 NC Budget 

Advocates, who act as liaisons for 
the entire Los Angeles Community 
with City government. 

This Budget Day and your 
appointed Budget Representatives 
will enhance your NC’s 
opportunity to relay concerns 

voiced by stakeholders.  Please 
plan to attend the June 
27th event.  More information 
about Budget Day is available at 
http://NCBAla.com/.  Anyone 
interested in attending Budget 
Day can register online at http://
form.jotformpro.com/
form/50966183808970.   
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Los Angeles City Council Budget & Finance Committee Hearings  
In May 2015, the Budget & Finance Committee 

began an intensive review of budget requests and 
recommendations from City departments and 
functions for funding the 2015-2016 Los Angeles 
City Budget that resulted in recommendations to the 
Los Angeles City Council. Those recommendations 
will be considered in a closed session of the Los 
Angeles City Council on Thursday, May 21, 2015.  

The NCBAs made presentations at each Budget 

& Finance Committee meeting, to ensure that 
stakeholders’ concerns and interests were well-
represented and to ensure that specific NCBA 
recommendations for particular budget items were 
made part of public record.  A list of recordings and 
NCBA appearances is available here.  For more 
information about NCBA recommendations for the 
2015-2016 budget, please contact info@ncbala.org. 
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We’re on the Web! 
www.NCBALA.com 

 
Follow us on Facebook:  City of Los 

Angeles Budget Advocates. 
Find us on Twitter:  

 https://twitter.com/BudgetAdvocates 

Does your Neighborhood Council Still Have 
Unallocated 2014-2015 Funds? 

The end of the fiscal year is fast 
approaching; NC money remaining unspent at 
the end of the year will be swept back to the 
General Fund.  If your NC has funds that have 
not been allocated, please consider a motion to 
authorize contributions to the Congress of 
Neighborhood Councils and to the 
Neighborhood Council Budget Advocate 
group.  This will allow you to ensure that 
money can still benefit our stakeholders, but 

being used for services offered during the 
September 2015 Congress and to fund 
outreach efforts for the Budget Advocates.  
Emails recently sent to NC Board members by 
Jay Handal and by EmpowerLA’s Thomas 
Soong outline how this can be done, however, 
you can contact Jay at sgrest@aol.com or 
Thomas at thomas.soong@lacity.org for more 
information. 

An on-going NC Budget Advocate 
(NCBA) activity has been to review our City 
departments and offices, to look for ways to 
help our City work better and more 
efficiently.  A strong focus in the past few 
years has been to find appropriate solutions to 
the structural deficit constraint Los Angeles 
has been under since the beginning of the 
recent economic downturn.  Since 2004, each 
year’s NCBAs have spent significant 
volunteer man-hours researching City 
government-related issues, representing grass-
roots concerns, and working to organize and 
develop the NCBA “brand” to ensure NCBAs 
have a seat at the table when Los Angeles 
stakeholders’ interests are involved.  

Mayor Garcetti has articulated his intent to 
encourage Los Angeles’ reputation as a World 
Class City.  The NCBAs strongly support that 
concept and are working to make it 
happen.  The NCBAs are working diligently to 
help identify ways to streamline how our City 

government works, to encourage ways of 
doing business that conserve resources, and 
bring additional business to our 
neighborhoods and communities.   Our 
research has resulted in yearly 
recommendations and suggestions that have 
been recognized by groups such as the 2020 
Commission, the Los Angeles Inspector-
General, Los Angeles Controller Ron 
Galperin, NC alliances such as the Los 
Angeles Neighborhood Council Coalition, the 
Valley Alliance of Neighborhood Councils, 
and the South LA Alliance of Neighborhood 
Councils, to name a few.  Those 
recommendations have resulted in significant 
financial contributions to the City’s available 
funds. 

A copy of the 2015 NCBA White Paper is 
available here.  Copies of NCBA White Papers 
produced over the past 13 years are available 
on request 

2015 Neighborhood Council Budget Advocate White Paper 


