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Tuesday, February 16, 2016, 5pm 

SPECIAL Policy Committee Meeting Minutes 

USC Community House (Hoover and 28
th

 St.)  

2801 S. Hoover St., Los Angeles, CA 90089 

 
 

1. Welcome and Call to Order. Brett Shears (Chair), David Tool, Julianne Burg, Julie Burg.  

Guests: Jim Childs and Jean Frost 
 

2. Public Comment. None.  
 

3. Action/Discussion: Approve Minutes from Previous Meeting.  

 

ACTION: Brett motions to approve minutes. Dave seconds. Vote: Yes 2 (Brett, Dave), 0 No, 1 

Abstention (Julianne).  
 

4. Action/Discussion: I-110 Flyover Connector Project to Figueroa Way, Jean Frost.   

 

*Julie Burg joined the meeting* 

 

Jean Frost, Chair of the University Park HPOZ 

 The only community meeting so far was hosted by St. John’s Church 

o It was not organized by CalTrans, but they did attend.  

o This was in response to a 2013 “Notice of preparation,” a type of environmental 

study.  

 

Jim Childs, Chair of WAHA 

 Looked historically to investigate the possibility of getting landmark status for St. John’s 

Church (ca. 1990).  

 CalTrans was surprised that St. John’s was concerned at all about the project being built 

o They did not perceive the historical significance 

o The official at CalTrans (possibly the environmental planner) who evaluated the 

environmental impacts did not give due consideration to the impacts on the 

community this time around.  

 

Jean: 

 The consulting parties for this project included groups like WAHA, the Conservancy, and other 

organizations 

 CalTrans did end up making a “finding of an adverse effects” 

 CalTrans, however, issued a mitigated negative declaration (MND)
1
 and minimal impacts.   

 There has been no full environmental impact report 

 During peak hours, they are only slightly improving wait times under certain circumstances.  

 We would like NANDC to support the opposition to the Flyover and an initiation of an EIR. 

 Other than it being a massive structure, it’s also unpleasant to think about what it does to the 

areas underneath in terms of quality of space.  

 

Dave: 

 One interesting aspect of the community meeting, is that the freeway sound is already so 
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unbearable, that this might make it worse is terrible. 

 

Jean: 

 We have been working with CD9 and the St. John’s Church to see what we can do about this. 

 This project represents another bad bifurcation of this area, like other freeways have done.  

Jim: 

 Before the freeways are built, those places did not represent boundaries, but now we’re seeing 

them as such. 

 

Jean: 

 This structure is going to change the way people interact with the environment and behave. 

 It is not an accident that this happens in less wealthy neighborhoods.  

 

Jim: 

 You can’t currently see all kinds of things from the Expo Park station, like the AAA building and 

others, but that would be compromised by this.  

 In none of the illustrations do you see how close it actually is to the church.  

 

Dave: 

 The City is trying to make the center of Los Angeles more pedestrian friendly, but this project 

will only increase capacity of cars, contradicting that goal. 

 

Jim: 

 They claimed in public the project would NOT increase capacity on the roads, but in their 

information they say that it will.  

 Drivers will be flying off the ramp at seemingly high speeds on to surface streets.  

 

Jean: 

 No one has been able to explain why this is a good idea.  

 They call it a troublesome bottleneck at the exit of the HOV lane, and only at peak hours, and the 

improvements are only miniscule.  

 

Jim: 

 They are only looking at it from the perspective of the preferential cars, whereas the other cars 

will still be delayed.  

 This meeting was not published well, but it was sent to the HOV users, who might benefit from 

this most.  

 

Brett: 

 What bothers me most about this project is that even when looking at the superficial aspects like 

costs, I just don’t see it adding up.  

 All the gains you might get from improved flow, however minimal, it does not offset the actual 

costs of construction and delays from construction.  

 Lastly, this goes, as Dave said, against what we already agreed to as a City about having a 

pedestrian-friendly City.  

 

Jean:  

 Because it’s not an EIR, they are not required to address letters, nor attach concerns expressed to 

the MND.  
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 We have been organizing with lots of groups, like schools and churches in the area, including St. 

Vincent’s New Horizons Charter School, the Orthopaedic Institute for Children and others.   

 So ultimately we need your help and support to fight this as much as we can. 

 It’s 1950s thinking about cars that keeps stuff like this going.  

 

ACTION: Brett motions to pass a resolution stating the following: Because of the impacts to 

historic structures, the visual blight it introduces, how this project runs counter to current City 

policy of promoting pedestrian friendly streets, and because it would disrupt the services and 

environment of the churches in the area, we would support the “no-build” alternative and the 

oppose the “build” alternative and support an Environmental Impact Report above the 

Mitigated Negative Declaration finding. Dave seconds. Vote: 4 yes (Brett, Dave, Julianne, Julie), 

0 no, 0 abstention.  

 A finalized version of the resolution will be presented to the full board at the March 3
rd

 

meeting.  

 

The public meeting for this project will held on Tuesday, February 23
rd

, 6pm to 8pm, at the 

Orthopaedic Institute for Children, Andrew Norman Hall, 403 West Adams Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 

90007.  
 

5. Announcements/Reports. None.  
 

6. Adjournment. Adjourned at 5:53pm.  
 

 


