
 
TUESDAY, Nov. 18, 2014, 6:30 p.m. 

Community Committee Meeting Agenda 
USC Community House (Hoover St. and 28th St.) 

2801 S. Hoover St. LA CA 90089 
 

1. Welcome and Call to Order. In attendance: Brett Shears, David Tool, Eddie North-
Hager, and Josyel Castellon. 
 

2. Public Comment. 
 
Nora Gutierrez announced more information about. 
 
Brittany Green from “Black Women for Wellness”  

 presented about several events happening at high schools and middle schools.  

 “Spring Into Love” summit; about reproductive health and justice 

 Will be promoting their cause at Ciclavia as well.  
o *Presented a physical copy of the various flyers 

 Colorectal Cancer screening services as well 
o They are looking for a group of 6 people to serve as a focus group. 

 
3. Action/Discussion: Approve Minutes from Previous Meeting. Tabled. 

 
 

4. Action/Discussion: Budget Report (Ted St. Dic). Tabled. 
 
 

5. Action/Discussion: Presentation by University Gateway Apartments (Student 
Housing). Presenting Sheila Gonzaga and Lisa Patricio. 
 

City code doesn’t have a definition for private dorms, but that’s what this is. Thus, the building 
has similar parking requirements, but the exception is that 440 of these spots can be and are 
located offsite.  
 
Built in 2010, purchased by current owner in 2012 
Only 20-30  
 
USC has a covenant on this property that is supposed to be reserved for student residents. 
No one is using the parking because of the conditions placed on the property.  
 
Parking study found that of the on-site 775 spaces, 421 are for residential use and these are  
 
David wants to know what is committed to specific businesses or other commercial tenants.  
 
Neither the resident-reserved spaces  
 
There is a 163 surplus spaces; the most ever parked or needed for the off-site spaces was 
19.  
 
Hearing scheduled for Dec 15th with Hearing officer. They take testimony and make a 
recommendation to the zoning commission.  



 
The owner pays about $30,000/month.  
 
Paloma Perez-McEvoy, taking over planning issues for Councilman Price’s office. 

 She took a tour of the facilities and is supportive of the change. There is heavy use of 
the bicycle parking spots.  

 
Seeking relief from the Q condition. This will make future changes potentially easier. To 
eliminate the requirement for leasing the off-site parking of 440 spaces.  
 
Eddie motioned to support the efforts of the University Gateway. David Seconded the 
motion.  
 

6. Action/Discussion: 2015 Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count (David Tool).  
 
David:  

 We are being asked to “opt-in” and we were 1 of 4 who did not participate last time (2 
years ago).  

 The count itself will take place on January 29th.  

 David is bringing in the veterans alumni association to make it one of their main 
projects. 

 There is a proposal to label the cars doing the homeless count because it can 
otherwise be suspicious.  

 The main ask of NANDC is to recruit people to do the count.  

 Last time they thought it wasn’t well organized and people weren’t well trained.  
o David has volunteered to help do the training 

 Nora Gutierrez: Opting-in means securing a deployment site.  
o There are already sites commissioned for work.  
o The opt-in is about 10 pages of things that you need to know and agree to. 

 
David will continue to serve as the point person for the homeless count. He will bring it to the 
full board as an announcement only.  
 

7. Action/Discussion: Request to LAPD for Senior Lead Officer Commitment (David 
Tool).   

David: 

 LAPD has asked him to give a presentation about how to deal with Chinese students.  

 There are two SLO vacancies within our boundaries, but it’s not clear exactly where 
they are.  

o They are currently interviewing to fill the positions.  

 Eddie wants to send a letter, but David will ask her to come to the meetings.  
 

8. Action/Discussion: Proposed I-110 Freeway HOV/HOT Flyover Connector to 
Figueroa Way (Brett Shears). Tabled. Will be handled by the Policy Committee.  
 

9. Action/Discussion: Letter of Support for Councilmen Bonin and Koretz on 
“Fracking” (Brett Shears).  

 
Eddie wants to do this in conjunction with the city council representatives from our 
neighborhood council. And he thinks we should also do this in conjunction with all 95 other 
neighborhood councils.  



 
Erick Cruz is here on behalf California for Energy Independence.  

 He wants us to delay decision for 30 days. 

 He wants them to be able to present information at our general board.  
 
Josyel motions that full board vote approve an already crafted letter (by Brett) that the 
planning commission complete its ordinance as quickly as possible.  Eddie seconds the 
motion. 
 

10. Action/Discussion: Recruitment and Outreach Strategies (Brett Shears). 
 
Brett:  

 Concerned about the structure of the bylaws and the effect it has on recruitment.  
Eddie: 

 We are really experiencing shortfalls because no one has shown interest.  

 Other plans have addressed recruiting by providing 5 leads as a requirement for some 
members of the board. Eddie wants this to be applied to our board.  

Brett 

 Other boards have structured bylaws in a way that make recruitment easier. 
Eddie 

 I would like to see how other boards are composed. We could consider amending the 
bylaws to make our board more attractive.  

Josyel 

 Also concerned about lack of interest for several current board members. Both in 
terms of attendance and activity on the board.  

Eddie 

 Maybe we can bring to the full board some kind of recruitment resolution.  
 
Josyel 

 Outreach can be improved by partnering with other groups for events, including those 
around the holiday season. We need to improve visibility.  

o We should present something to the full board about putting on an event 
for the holidays.  

Brett 

 I want to propose an ad hoc committee put the full force of NANDC behind recruitment 
efforts.  

Eddie 

 Motions to form an ad hoc committee, and have each board member provide 5 leads 
to recruit people, and bring each to the full board. Brett seconded the motion. 
Unanimous consent.  

 
11. Action/Discussion: Hoover Union Triangle Plaza (Brett Shears).  

 
David 

 The HPOZ people and associated artist wants to put a display, but Ana Gomez (from 
CD 1) had not yet heard anything about this as a serious proposal.  

 We should encourage the use of public artists 
Josyel 

 We should do everything with more community input. 
Eddie 

 The priority should be on rehabilitating the park.  



 The council office (CD 1) said they have no intention of having public art and there 
appears to be nothing in the budget for it.  

 
12. Announcements/Reports.  

 
Paloma:  

 Holiday Toy drive at CD-9 Constituent Center, 4301 S. Central Ave. on Dec. 10th from 
5:30 – 6:30 

 CD 9 will be tabling at Ciclavia on Dec. 7th  
 

13. Adjournment. 8:14pm.  
 


